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DOUGLAS FISHER

Douglas Fisher, PhD, is professor of language and literacy education in the Department of
Teacher Education at San Diego State University and a classroom teacher at Health Sciences
High and Middle College. He teaches preservice courses in literacy and English language
learners, graduate courses in reading instruction and intervention and doctoral courses in
policy, research and literacy. As a classroom teacher, Dr. Fisher focuses on English language
arts instruction. He was director of professional development for the City Heights Educational
Collaborative and also taught English at Hoover High School.

Dr. Fisher received an International Reading Association Celebrate Literacy Award for his work
on literacy leadership. For his work as codirector of the City Heights Professional Development
Schools, Dr. Fisher received the Christa McAuliffe award. He was corecipient of the Farmer Award for excellence
in writing from the National Council of Teachers of English for the article, “Using Graphic Novels, Anime, and the
Internet in an Urban High School,” published in The English Journal.

Dr. Fisher has written numerous articles on reading and literacy, differentiated instruction and curriculum design.
His books include Creating Literacy-Rich Schools for Adolescents, Checking for Understanding, Better Learning
Through Structured Teaching and Content-Area Conversations.

He earned a bachelor’s degree in communication, a master’s degree in public health, an executive master’s degree in
business and a doctoral degree in multicultural education. Dr. Fisher completed post-doctoral study at the National
Association of State Boards of Education focused on standards-based reforms.
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A little

reading
development

Paris, S. G. (2005). Reinterpreting the development of
reading skills. Reading Research Quarterly, 40(2), 184-
202.
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Constrained Skills

Phonemic
Awareness

Phonics

Fluency

Unconstrained Skills

Comprehension

Vocabulary

Leveled texts
lead to
leveled lives.

~Al Tatum

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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Leveled texts are great for
teaching constrained skills.

Phonemic
Awareness

Phonics

Fluency

Students restricted to
leveled text only fail tBjearn
unconstrained skills. -

Comprehension

Vocabulary

To build strength
[ —1
B 7? E More
Less E complex
Complex g
i =| =
To build stamina
© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402 3
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Close

reading iS a TEACHER RESPONSIBILITY
\: weazaan. 2 2N

PART £ T
of balanced @/ /cu/n_mP
literacy

instruction

Independent

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY

A Structure for Instruction that Works
61 Fate & ooy 2508

‘“i
Assessing Texts _
: i

(i 8

NN 7

* Quantitative measures

e Qualitative values
* Task and Reader considerations

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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Comparison of Former and CCR-Aligned Lexile Ranges
Former Lexile Range [l CCR Aligned Lexile Range

Grade Band

K-1 N/A

23 450 725

S oo I

645 845
s 70 I o
68 860 1010
52 I /¢
o1 960 ms
10 1020 I 1535
1010 1220

IhecR 1es. I 1525

Qualitative Values

* Organization
= Narration

| Compiexity
|

Background

« Standard English
* Variations

Levels of Meaning and Purpose

* Density and complexity

* Figurative language

* Purpose

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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Density and Complexity

population incresss,
bust whee e ol this trash g?

Gibbons, G. (1996). Recycle! A handbook for kids.New York; Little, Brown.

Types of Vocabulary

 Tier 1/General

— Commonplace; learned from interactions with
texts and people

« Tier 2/Specialized

— Change meaning with context (“polysemic”)
 Tier 3/Technical

— Specific to the discipline

Density and Complexity

* More and more garbage! Every day people
throw more trash away. As the world
population increases, more people throw
trash away. Garbage trucks come to pick it up,
but where does all this trash go?

* Blue =Tier 1 vocabulary

Gibbons, G. (1996). Recycle! A handbook for kids.New York; Little, Brown.

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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Density and Complexity

* More and more garbage! Every day people
throw more trash away. As the world
population increases, more people throw
trash away. Garbage trucks come to pick it up,
but where does all this trash go?

* Blue =Tier 1 vocabulary
* Green = Tier 2 vocabulary

Gibbons, G. (1996). Recycle! A handbook for kids.New York; Little, Brown.

Density and Complexity

* More and more garbage! Every day people
throw more trash away. As the world
population increases, more people throw
trash away. Garbage trucks come to pick it up,
but where does all this trash go?

¢ Blue =Tier 1 vocabulary

* Green = Tier 2 vocabulary

* Red = Tier 3 vocabulary
Gibbons, G. (1996). Recycle! A handbook for kids.New York; Little, Brown.

Levels of Meaning
*Family relationships
*Ecology

What does it mean when Nicky draws an
animal on the raft?

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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Author’s Purpose

SN EETCHES *Allegory for tolerance
i

*Mirrored events of early Civil
Rights movement (1961)

“Now, the Star-Belly Sneetches
Had bellies with stars.
The Plain-Belly Sneetches
Had none upon thars. Those stars weren’t so big.
They were really so small
You might think such a thing wouldn’t matter at all..”
But, because they had stars, all the Star-Belly Sneetches
Would brag, ‘We’re the best kind of Sneetch on the
beaches.”

530L With their snoots in the air, they would sniff and they’d

snort

Gl‘ades 2-3 ‘We’ll have nothing to do with the Plain-Belly sort!”
And whenever they met some, when they were out
walking,
They’d hike right on past them without even talking.”

Complex themes
*Relationship
between love and
pain

*Masculinity
Loyalty and war

AHAREUELL =ARMS

730L
Grades 2-3

Structure

* Genre

* Organization

* Narration

» Text features and
aranhics

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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The Ant and the Grasshopper

In a field one summer's day a Grasshopper was hopping about, chirping
and singing to its heart's content. An Ant passed by, bearing along with
great toil an ear of corn he was taking to the nest.

"Why not come and chat with me," said the Grasshopper, "instead of toiling
and moiling in that way?"

"I'am helping to lay up food for the winter," said the Ant, "and recommend
you to do the same."

"Why bother about winter?" said the Grasshopper; we have got plenty of
food at present."

But the Ant went on its way and continued its toil. When the winter came
the Grasshopper had no food and found itself dying of hunger, while it saw
the ants carrying every day corn and grain from the stores they had
collected in the summer. Then the Grasshopper knew:

It is best to plan ahead. Source: Aesop’s Fables

Structure

* Genre
* Information must
be derived from
text and
illustrations
* Complex themes |Ap 350L
Grade 1

“Knowing in part may make a fine tale, but
wisdom comes from seeing the whole.”

Structure

Changes in narration, "'I N ; I. HEc P \RS}\ ;
point of view Prnmds e

Changes in font signal x '
narration changes ‘ ! \m It

Complex themes

7/ Anthony Browne

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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» Stream of
consciousness
narration

* Unreliable narrators

* Nonlinear structure

» Time shifts written in
italics

870L (grades 4-5)

Language Conventions
~r T
 Standard
English and
variations

* Register

8

Language Conventions

SAVING

) weelne

Non-standard English usage G

“Out in the hottest, dustiest part of
town is an orphanage run by a
female person nasty enough to
scare night into day. She goes by
the name of Mrs. Sump, though |
doubt there ever was a Mr. Sump
on accounta she looks like
somethin’ the cat drug in and the
dog wouldn’t eat.” DIZNE STANLEY - 0.BBIAN EXRAS
(Stanley, 1996, p. 2)

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
10 Proceedings of the Hawker Brownlow 11th Thinking and Learning Conference, 23—-26 May 2014



MONDAY 26 MAY 2014 SESSION TWO

Language Conventions
* Archaic English usage (1870)
* Intertextual connections (The Odyssey,
Greek mythology, Victor Hugo)

“The sea is everything. It covers seven-
tenths of the terrestrial globe. Its breath
is pure and healthy. It is an immense
desert, where man is never lonely, for he
feels life stirring on all sides. The sea is
only the embodiment of a supernatural
and wonderful existence. It is nothing

buF I_ove"and emotion; it is the Living 1030L
Infinite.

Grade 5

British slang circa 1982

“The doorbell went. | put the blind back to how it
was, checked I'd left no other traces of my incursion,
slipped out, and flew downstairs to see who it was.
The last six steps | took in one death-defying bound.
Moron, grinny-zitty as ever. His bumfluff's getting
thicker, mind.

"You'll never guess what!"

"What?”

"You know the lake in the woods?"

"What about it?"

"It's only"--Moron checked that we weren't being
overheard--"gone and froze solid! Half the kids in
. thevillage're there, right now. Ace doss or what?"

ATOS 4.4 Bumfluff- light facial hair (“peach fuzz”
: Ace doss-easy and fun
Grades 2-3

Knowledge Demands

* Background knowledge

* Prior knowledge

« Cultural knowledge

* Vocabulary

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
Proceedings of the Hawker Brownlow 11th Thinking and Learning Conference, 23—-26 May 2014 11
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Knowledge Demands

Prior experience (Secondary
text on technical directions
and related information)

Background knowledge
(technical drawings and
directions for making a
paper airplane, invention
process, mythology)

630L
Grades 2-3

Cultural Knowledge
Demands

Set in 12" century Korea
*Heredity caste system
«Ethical dilemmas of the
main character as viewed
through Buddhist philosophy

750L
Grade 4

It’s not enough to have complex
text in the room. Students need to

read and discuss complex text.

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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Task and Reader

Complexity is relative
to the reader

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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Qualitative
Factors Task Demands
Quantitative

Factors

These become the variables you use to differentiate.

slow the reader
down.

Requires persistence
and re-reading to
understand how the
text unfolds.

Complex texts

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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Annotationisa note of
any form made while

reading text.

“Reading with a pencil.”

People have been annotating
texts since there have been
texts to annotate.

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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Middle school
student’s
annotation of
connotative
meanings in
Charlotte’s Web

iR Annotatléh otclirs Wi

_ digital andgmt@e&

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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Annotation in PreK-2

“gnnw ttame ot the beach

" ne i€
Flying

* Language experience approach
* Interactive writing and shared pen activities

Modeled
Annotation
in
Kindefgarten

Kemp, L. M. (1996). One peaceful pond: A counting book. New York: Houghton Mifflin.

five fat frogs

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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Coins
by: Valerie Worth

Coins are pleasant
to the hand:

Neat circles, smooth,

A little heavy,
They feel as if
They are worth something.

Modeled
Annotation in
First Grade

Tating om the Run
Wipgo s
phusts and animel
Lalied plunkios. T
§ mank mes Snson
| the e of i mouth
| 10 guide planiaen i
§ s big mouth whvhe 1t

| e

Thiey com e 22 feet wide and weigh 01 such a5 0 #mal
cmr—up 80 3,000 peunds. et M8

L P
Speed Swimmer T L e e
L ”""""’“““""“““‘&"";“:': i e g i hakches Inside her
i it kg ket b b 3
o jobiicnsy Modeled s b b b, it i 2
Sy Baapping thelr two kange fins ke wings,

Je thise s, ten reciem army. ‘Ll.—‘; ‘M-:“a’
o) G Annotation fiib et o s 70

P ST o st s ioe
. v in Second ["™T™ -
Harvey, S., & Goudvis, A. (2007). Strategies That Work: Teaching Comprehension
for Understanding and Engagement. Portland, ME: Stenhouse.

Maximus was a
—— —

palace horse,

He was brave.
p—

e was loyal,
[
He was strong.

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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Annotations in Grades 3-5

* Underline the major points.

«Circleeywords or phrases
that are confusing or
unknown to you.

» Use a question mark (?) for
questions that you have
during the reading. Be sure
to write your question.

Annotation
with Stickie
Notes

Student Answer Hooklet.

resting hobby. In this article,
ps for beginning photographey

Using

Questioning Taking His Best
in Fifth Grade

by Claudia Cangilla MeAdam|

= Pt

John Fielder could have deowned on-his s(1) Dy

way fo work. His raft bumped over rocks ~af © record;

ind pitched through rapids on the Dolores = -\ camery

River in southwestern Colorado. The spring /"~ d"ﬂ"_‘l
runoff of melting snow from the mountains done,
sent chilly water crashing down the river. in Co
Fielder's rubber raft rushed toward ~

want
on fil
65 p

“Snaggletooth,” the largest rapid on this
streich of the Dolores. The raft smacked
Into a big rock in the middle of the

LO0 L ol -

é/)

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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Same text,

different student, Taking His B

different strategy:
Inferring.

by Claudia Cangilld

i John Fielder could have drowned on his
way to work. His raft bumped over rocks
and pitched through rapids on the Dolores
River in southwestern Colorado. The spring
runoff of melting snow from the mountains
sent chilly water crashing down the river.

Fielder's rubber raft rushed toward

“Snaggletooth,” the largest rapid on this
stretch of the Dolores. The raft smacked
into a big rock in the middle of the
100-foot-wide river. Thousands of pounds

of water noured over the edas afithe haat

Annotation in Grades 6-8

» Use an exclamation mark (!) for things
that surprise you, and briefly note what
it was that caught your attention.

* Draw an arrow (<) when you make a
connection to something inside the
text, or to an idea or experience outside
the text. Briefly note your connections.

Modeled |
annotation
in Seventh
Grade

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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Student
annotation
in 6t grade

Student sample from Leigh
McEwen, AEA 9, lowa

Annotation in Grades 9-12

» Mark EX when the author provides an
example.

» Numerate arguments, important ideas, or
key details and write words or phrases
that restate them.

_w\'! icho1s bhe why et eken®

ahcer” ohere dres
R The Road(Not Taken ihe nadge’
{f&o\’h‘ /i
(%/ Jisit audumn ? A oy Wit dking MOdelmg
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, + oS in 9th
And sorry | could not travel bath mard—(ul
And beone traveler,long 151000 e fakces Grade
** And locked down one as far a5 L could | byme o Hhinkg :
0 fr where et the sz 1 EnalEh

Compenad So,are thermads Hhesame®,
et Then took the other, a5 just as fair,
Aowits  And having perhaps the betiaf clajm,, at lh?"_
“here  Because itwas grassy hd wanted wear; | PO
Theugh as for that, the passing there _but K1
Had worm them realy about the same. S1MASE.
ey et oo Aiflerent i
both that morming edquatly by
‘5? In leaves 1o step had \rodden D L means shegped |
0N gt the st lw‘wﬂ;__n_d“-
4\'\0’(‘, -Mhm-ﬁlmwrluﬁtmmm_j
OO RN S

1 shall be tefling this with 3 5gh i1l alwoys

e en e desi ot By
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Student
annotation
in 11th
grade
English

Close reading gives students time to
develop unconstrained skills through
guided instruction with

complex texts.

Y

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402
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