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DOUGLAS FISHER
Douglas Fisher, PhD, is professor of language and literacy education in the Department of 

Teacher Education at San Diego State University and a classroom teacher at Health Sciences 

High and Middle College. He teaches preservice courses in literacy and English language 

learners, graduate courses in reading instruction and intervention and doctoral courses in 

policy, research and literacy. As a classroom teacher, Dr. Fisher focuses on English language 

arts instruction. He was director of professional development for the City Heights Educational 

Collaborative and also taught English at Hoover High School.

Dr. Fisher received an International Reading Association Celebrate Literacy Award for his work 

on literacy leadership. For his work as codirector of the City Heights Professional Development 

Schools, Dr. Fisher received the Christa McAuliffe award. He was corecipient of the Farmer Award for excellence 

in writing from the National Council of Teachers of English for the article, “Using Graphic Novels, Anime, and the 

Internet in an Urban High School,” published in The English Journal.

Dr. Fisher has written numerous articles on reading and literacy, differentiated instruction and curriculum design. 

His books include Creating Literacy-Rich Schools for Adolescents, Checking for Understanding, Better Learning 

Through Structured Teaching and Content-Area Conversations.

He earned a bachelor’s degree in communication, a master’s degree in public health, an executive master’s degree in 

business and a doctoral degree in multicultural education. Dr. Fisher completed post-doctoral study at the National 

Association of State Boards of Education focused on standards-based reforms.
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A little 
background 
about 
reading 
development

Paris, S. G. (2005). Reinterpreting the development of 
reading skills. Reading Research Quarterly, 40(2), 184-
202.  
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Phonemic 
Awareness

Phonics

Fluency

Comprehension

Vocabulary

Leveled texts 
lead to 

leveled lives.

~Al Tatum
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Phonemic 
Awareness

Phonics

Fluency

Comprehension

Vocabulary

To build strength

To build stamina

Less 
Complex

More 
Complex
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•
•
•
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• Density and complexity

• Figurative language

• Purpose
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Gibbons, G. (1996). Recycle! A handbook for kids.New York; Little, Brown.

Types of Vocabulary

• Tier 1/General
– Commonplace; learned from interactions with 

texts and people

• Tier 2/Specialized
– Change meaning with context (“polysemic”)

• Tier 3/Technical
– Specific to the discipline

•

•



7
© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11DF0402

Proceedings of the Hawker Brownlow 11th Thinking and Learning Conference, 23–26 May 2014

SESSION TWOMONDAY 26 MAY 2014

•

•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•

What does it mean when Nicky draws an 
animal on the raft? 

AD 540L
Grade 2
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530L
Grades 2-3

•
•

•

•
•

• Genre

• Organization

• Narration

• Text features and 
graphics
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The Ant and the Grasshopper

In a field one summer's day a Grasshopper was hopping about, chirping 
and singing to its heart's content.  An Ant passed by, bearing along with 
great toil an ear of corn he was taking to the nest.    

"Why not come and chat with me," said the Grasshopper, "instead of toiling 
and moiling in that way?"    

"I am helping to lay up food for the winter," said the Ant, "and recommend 
you to do the same."    

"Why bother about winter?" said the Grasshopper; we have got plenty of 
food at present."  

But the Ant went on its way and continued its toil.  When the winter came 
the Grasshopper had no food and found itself dying of hunger, while it saw 
the ants carrying every day corn and grain from the stores they had 
collected in the summer.  Then the Grasshopper knew:   

It is best to plan ahead. Source: Aesop’s Fables

•
•

•

“Knowing in part may make a fine tale, but 
wisdom comes from seeing the whole.”
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• Stream of 
consciousness 
narration

• Unreliable narrators

• Nonlinear structure 

• Time shifts written in 
italics

• Standard 
English and 
variations

• Register
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•
•

• Background knowledge

• Prior knowledge

• Cultural knowledge

• Vocabulary
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Cultural Knowledge 
Demands

•Set in 12th century Korea
•Heredity caste system 
•Ethical dilemmas of the 
main character as viewed 
through Buddhist philosophy
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These become the variables you use to differentiate.
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“Reading with a pencil.”
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•
•

1 2
3 4

5
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• Underline the major points. 
• Circle keywords or phrases 

that are confusing or 
unknown to you.

• Use a question mark (?) for 
questions that you have 
during the reading. Be sure 
to write your question. 
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• Use an exclamation mark (!) for things 
that surprise you, and briefly note what 
it was that caught your attention.

• Draw an arrow ( ) when you make a 
connection to something inside the 
text, or to an idea or experience outside 
the text. Briefly note your connections. 
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• Mark EX when the author provides an 
example.

• Numerate arguments, important ideas, or 
key details and write words or phrases 
that restate them. 
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Close reading gives students time to 

develop unconstrained skills through

guided instruction with 

complex texts. 
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