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NANCY FREY
Nancy Frey is a professor of Literacy in the School of Teacher Education at San Diego State 

University (SDSU), Calif. Before joining the university faculty, she was a special education teacher 

in the Broward County (Fla.) Public Schools, where she taught students at the elementary and 

middle school level. She later worked for the Florida Department of Education on a statewide 

project to support students with disabilities in general education curriculum.

Frey is a recipient of the Christa McAuliffe Award for excellence in teacher education from the 

American Association of State Colleges and Universities. Her research interests include reading 

and literacy, assessment, intervention, and curriculum design, and she was a fi nalist in for the 

International Reading Association’s Outstanding Dissertation Award.

Frey has published in The Reading Teacher, Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy, English Journal, Voices in the 

Middle, Middle School Journal, Remedial and Special Education, Educational Leadership, and California English. 

She has co-authored books on literacy, including Improving Adolescent Literacy: Strategies at Work, Reading for 

Information in Elementary, Scaffolded Writing Instruction, and Checking for Understanding for ASCD. She teaches 

a variety of courses in SDSU’s teacher credentialing program on elementary and secondary reading instruction and 

literacy in content areas, classroom management, and supporting students with diverse learning needs. She also 

teaches classes at Health Sciences High and Middle College in San Diego, where she learns every day from her 

students and colleagues.
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“Read like a detective, 
write like a reporter.”

Spelling counts…
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Especially at school…

Especially when you’re 
thanking the teachers…

Especially when it’s a tattoo…



3
© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. 11NF0403

Proceedings of the Hawker Brownlow 11th Thinking and Learning Conference, 23–26 May 2014

SESSION THREEMONDAY 26 May 2014

Explanatory

Opinion/Argument

Narrative
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Types of Accountability
•Teacher conferring
•Self-reports of progress in 
writing
•Published writing

To observeTo observe

To discussTo discuss
To writeTo write

Reading is a platformReading is a platform
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Interactive Writing

• Oral language  composition and       
construction
• “Sharing the pen” as students write in front of 
their peers 

• Oral language  composition and       
construction
• “Sharing the pen” as students write in front of 
their peers 

•
•
•
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Our meaningful 
questions drive 

knowledge
and skills 
acquisition. 
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Understanding and analyzing…

Story elementsStory elements

Literary DevicesLiterary Devices

CharactersCharacters

Setting and PlotSetting and Plot

ThemeTheme

Questioning the Character

Making Personal
Connections with 
Characters 

• Do you like, or dislike this character? Why?
• Does s/he remind you of yourself?  
• Does s/he remind you of someone you know? 

 
Richness of 
Character 
Development 

• Does this character act and speak in a believable
way?  

• How has s/he changed during the story? 
• Do the reactions of other characters toward him or 

her change over time? In what ways? 
• Does your character get what he deserves, or not? 

  
Character 
Motivation 

• Why do you think this character is the way s/he is?
Did something happen to him or her? 

• What does this character want or need? Why? 
• Is his or her goal realistic? 
• Do you expect him or her to reach this goal? Why? 

 
The Writer’s Craft • How do you describe the character?

• In what ways do you tell about the character using 
dialogue?  

• What actions does the character take that let you 
know the kind of person s/he is? 

• What do other characters say and think that let you 
know about the kind of person s/he is? 

• Why did you create this character? 
 

Questioning the CharacterQuestioning the Character

Write
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Writing 
About 
Reading
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Response CardsResponse Cards

Offers a pattern or 
form to scaffold 
writing using 
existing text

Students insert 
original writing

Writing ModelsWriting Models
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Write dialogue 
for each 

of the scenes.
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Carter, B. (in press). Die a graphic death: Revisiting  the death of genre with graphic novels. ALAN Review. 

Carter, B. (2008). Die a graphic death: Revisiting  the death of genre with graphic novels. ALAN Review, 36(1), 15-25., .

Carter, B. (2008). Die a graphic death: Revisiting  the death of genre with graphic novels. ALAN Review, 36(1), 15-25..
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Carter, B. (2008). Die a graphic death: Revisiting  the death of genre with graphic novels. ALAN Review, 36(1), 15-25, .

Basic Writing Frame

Although I already knew that ________, I 
have learned some new facts about 
_____. For example, I learned that 
_______.  I also learned that ______.  
Another fact I learned _______.  However 
the most interesting thing I learned 
was______ .

Language Frames for Argumentation in Science 

Making a claim I observed _________ when ___________. 
I compared __________ and ____________. 
I noticed _________, when __________. 
The effect of ________ on __________ is ___________. 
 

Providing evidence The evidence I use to support __________ is __________. 
I believe _________ (statement) because __________ 
(justification). 
I know that ___________ is _________ because __________. 
Based on _________, I think __________. 
Based upon _________, my hypothesis is __________. 
 

Asking for 
evidence 

I have a question about __________. 
Does ________ have more ________? 
What causes _________ to _________? 
Can you show me where you found the information about ______? 
 

Offering a
counterclaim 

I disagree ____________ because __________.
The reason I believe ________ is _________. 
The facts that support my idea are __________. 
In my opinion ___________.  
One difference between my idea and yours is ________. 
 

Inviting 
speculation 

I wonder what would happen if ___________.
I have a question about __________. 
Let’s find out how we can test these samples for _________. 
We want to test ________ to find out if _________. 
If I change ________, (variable in experiment) then I think 
_______ will 
happen, because __________. 
I wonder why __________? 
What caused __________? 
How would this be different if __________? 
What do you think will happen if _______ / next? 

Reaching 
consensus 

I agree ___________ because ___________. 
How would this be different if _________? 
We all have the same idea about ________.  
 

 
Ross, D., Fisher, D., & Frey, N. (2009). The art of argumentation. Science and Children, 
47(3), 28-31. 
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• Given a word and 
conditions about the 
placement of the word, 
write a sentence

• Forces attention to 
grammar and word 
meaning

• Use student examples 
for editing

Generative 
Sentences
Generative 
Sentences

“Volcanoes” in the 4th Position

“Volcanoes” in the 4th Position
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Try these . . .

Word Position Length

cell 3rd > 6

Because 1st < 10

Constitution last = 10

Expanding a Generative Sentence

Generative Sentences in Kindergarten
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Power WritingPower Writing

• Brief, timed writing events to 
improve
fluency

• Students chart their
own progress

Power 
Writing
builds 
stamina

Power 
Writing
builds 
stamina
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RAFT Writing

RAFT in Writing -
“Said” is Dead

• R - Writer
• A - “said,” “nice,” “thing,” &    

“like”
• F - Eulogy
• T - Burying overused 

words

R - Your digestive system
A - Chocolate
F - Love letter
T - Why I need you

RAFT in Science
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Lon Po Po: A Red Riding 
Tale from China (Young)

• R – children
• A – mother
• F – a note
• T – how we tricked 

the wolf 

Lon Po Po: A Red Riding Tale 
from China (Young)

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0698113829

A Picture Book of Thomas Alva Edison 
(Adler)

•R – Thomas Edison
•A – his children
•F – letter
•T – why I like to invent things
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•

•
•

Basic Writing Frame

Although I already knew that ________, I 
have learned some new facts about 
_____. For example, I learned that 
_______.  I also learned that ______.  
Another fact I learned _______. The most 
interesting thing I learned was______ .
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www.fisherandfrey.com
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SF113074 ASCD Arias Publication: Teaching With Tablets $15.00

SF113000 ASCD Arias Publications Set of 9 $120.00

108010

Better Learning Through Structured Teaching: 

A Framework for the Gradual Release of 

Responsibility

$25.95

107023
Checking for Understanding: Formative 

Assessment Techniques for Your Classroom
$29.95

BKD1582 Close Reading and Writing from Sources $39.95

110037
Enhancing RTI: How to Ensure Success with 

Effective Classroom Instruction and Intervention
$29.95
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Essentials for Principals: The School Leader’s 

Guide to English Learners
$21.95
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Guided Instruction: How to Develop Confi dent and 

Successful Learners
$25.95

111014
How to Create a Culture of Achievement in Your 

School and Classroom
$32.95

SOT8051
Implementing Response to Intervention (RTI) With 

English Learners: ELL/ESL
$32.95
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Improving Adolescent Literacy: Content Area 

Strategies at Work (3rd Edition)
$69.95

SOT7184
Literacy 2.0: Reading and Writing in 21st Century 

Classrooms
$32.95

109018
Productive Group Work: How to Engage Students, 

Build Teamwork, and Promote Understanding
$15.95

CO2052
Rigorous Reading: 5 Access Points for 

Comprehending Complex Texts
$34.95

SOT2318
Teaching Students to Read Like Detectives: 

Comprehending, Analyzing and Discussing Text
$27.95

CO5481

Teaching Visual Literacy: Using Comic Books, 

Graphic Novels, Anime, Cartoons, and More to 

Develop Comprehension and Thinking Skills

$39.95

ESA4781 Text Complexity: Raising Rigor in Reading $47.00

111013
The Formative Assessment Action Plan: Practical 

Steps to More Successful Teaching and Learning
$23.95

TCP0638 The Path to Get There: Literacy Learning for Higher 

Student Achievement Across the Disciplines

$32.95

112007 The Purposeful Classroom: How to Structure 

Lessons with Learning Goals in Mind

$28.95
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