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Formative Assessment 
Descriptive Feedback
In this session participants will examine the importance of giving quality feedback that provides clear 
information to students about those areas that require further skill development. Descriptive feedback is how 
learning is communicated to students in regular, accessible and timely ways.

Session 1
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• 

• 

• 

19%      34%      14%      15%      25%      20%      17% 

High Effect Strategies Typical Percentile Gains 
Summarizing 

Homework 

Practice 
Effort & Recognition 

Tracking Student Progress  
Using Scoring Scales 

Nonlinguistic Representations 
Note Taking 
Student Discussion/Chunking 

Setting Goals/Objectives 

Identifying Similarities & Differences 
Building Vocabulary 
Interactive Games 

High Effect Size Strategies 

Marzano, R. (2007). The Art and Science of Teaching: A Comprehensive Framework for Effective Instruction. 
Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development. 
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Assessment for Them, Not to Them: 
Student involvement
Our students are not prepared for the advanced content, complex reasoning, or the design of new assessments 
to be successful on these. Early results have indicated a gap between our traditional approach and what is 
expected. Bridging that gap will require us to partner with students to increase their level of engagement and 
view assessment as something done for them, not just to them.

Session 2
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To get better at  ____________________________________________________ , I could… 

•  

•  

•  

•  

 
One thing I am going to start doing is… 

•  

•  

•  

•  

I’ll start doing this on _____________________ and work on it until ___________________. 
 Date Date 
 
One way I’ll know I’m getting better is … 
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G 
Glow 

 

 When you …, it helped 
me 
understand…because… 

 I thought… was effective 
because… 

 I could connect with… 
because… 

 
 

 
Give your partner a “Glow” by recognizing something specific that helped you 

understand his/her work. 
 

A 
Ask 

 

 What made you decide 
to…? 

 Could you clarify what 
you meant by…? 

 What did you mean 
when you said …? 

 What would happen if 
….? 

 
 
 

 
“Ask” a question about the topic to assist your partner in self-identifying the next 

steps on his/her personal learning path. 
 
 

 
 

S 
Shine 

 

 Next time I think you 
could try… because… 

 Instead of… how 
about…because… 

 A suggestion I would 
make for next time 
would be to…because… 
 

 
Help your partner’s work “Shine” brighter by working together to make it better. 

Make a suggestion for improvement. 

GAS CARD 
Name: ________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 

Target: ________________________________________________________________ 
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• Address quality and not so quality questions, giving students examples of both so they 
understand what kinds of questions engage discussion as well as stop them. 

• If the discussion is going so fast and kids aren’t connecting each other’s responses.  Slow 
it down by having students summarize what the student before them said and then offer 
their comment or discussion. 

• In tracking and observing this type of discussion, a teacher may have a chart with all 
student names in the first column and what you are hoping to hear from each student in 
the other columns.  As the discussion ensues, the teacher is marking down the extent to 
which students are engaging in quality discussion: 
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Failing Forward: Creating a safe 
learning environment
Traditionally, our role as educators has been to get information into the heads of our learners so they could 
retain it for the test. Risk-taking and failure were discouraged. Today, with the variety of information sources 
at students’ disposal, we must help them with connecting the information to their own passions to create 
viable further education or career options. Effective assessment practices can help to identify the ways that 
monitor and promote continued learning for all.

Session 3
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• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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TOM HIERCK
RESOURCES
Tom Hierck has been an educator since 1983, in a career that has spanned all year levels and included many roles in public education. His experiences as a 
teacher, school leader, department of education project leader and executive director have provided a unique context for his education philosophy. Tom is a 
compelling presenter, infusing his message of hope with strategies culled from the real world. He understands that educators face unprecedented challenges 
and knows which strategies will best serve learning communities. Tom has presented to schools across North America and internationally, imparting a 
message of celebration for educators seeking to make a difference in the lives of students. 

RTI Roadmap for School Leaders:
Plan and Go
Tom Hierck, Chris Weber • 9781935588474
RTI is about using the knowledge, skills and attrib-
utes of all members of a learning organisation to 
positively impact the life chances of all students. 
RTI Roadmap for School Leaders is the defi nitive 

planning tool for every leader to confi dently adopt and implement 
RTI as the de facto improvement model for their school. School 
leaders need to know how to begin or improve their RTI practices. 
BKD8474 • $45.95

Uniting Academic & Behavior Interventions: 
Solving the Skill or Will Dilemma
Tom Hierck, Chris Weber, Austin Buffum, Mike Mattos
• 9781936764891
In Uniting Academic and Behavior Interventions: 
Solving the Skill or Will Dilemma, authors Austin 
Buffum, Mike Mattos, Chris Weber and Tom Hierck 

delve into the fray. They highlight teachers’ responsibility to educate 
all students and the need for united and simultaneous academic 
intervention and behaviour intervention for students at risk.
BKD4891 • $42.95

What Do You Make? A Book for and 
About Teachers
Tom Hierck • 9781760015152
This book aims to inspire teachers and remind 
them of the connection they make to kids and how 
important this connection is. Every student needs 
a signifi cant adult in school. As teachers, we have 

the best opportunity to fi ll this role. Teachers do make a difference.
HB5152 • $9.95

What Do You Make? A Book for and About 
Teachers (Set of 5)
Tom Hierck • HB5001
This book aims to inspire teachers and remind 
them of the connection they make to kids and how 
important this connection is. Every student needs a 
signifi cant adult in school. As teachers, we have the 

best opportunity to fi ll this role. Teachers do make a difference.
HB5001 • $39.95

RTI Is a Verb
Tom Hierck, Chris Weber • 9781760012977
This book shows you how to translate this good idea into a plan 
of action for your school. It offers concrete recommendations 
and resources, including interventions emphasising university 
and career readiness; practical strategies for screening, progress 
monitoring and diagnostics; and sample approaches to specifi c 
interventions across the curriculum. The authors provide con-

crete recommendations and resources to allow educators to translate response to 
intervention from research to practice, from ideas to reality.
CO2977 • $36.95

Collaborative System of Support 
Chris Weber, Tom Hierck, Garth Larson, Colin Sloper, Gavin 
Grift • 9781760017897
Collaborative Systems of Support has the potential 
to revolutionise the way we think about teaching and 
learning. It outlines how when we fluently and com-
prehensively address the core support, more support 
and specialised support needed for differentiated, 

individualised and personalised learning, it is possible to meet the 
needs of every single student who we serve in our schools.
HB7897 • $35.95

I Am The Future: A Book About Students and 
Those Who Teach Them (Set of 5) 
Being an educator is hard work. It’s important that we 
keep as our primary focus that every day, in every class, 
in every school, our future appears before us. I Am the 
Future is a book about students and those who teach 
them. It reminds teachers that teaching is hard work, 

and will help them keep what is most important in mind as they approach 
each day: their students.
HB5002 • $39.95

Strategies for Mathematics Instruction and 
Intervention, 6–8
Tom Hierck, Darlene Crane, Chris Weber • 9781936763337
Build a solid mathematics program by emphasising 
prioritised learning goals and integrating RTI into your 
curriculum. Prepare students to move forward in 
mathematics learning and ensure their continued growth 

in critical thinking and problem solving. With this book, you’ll discover an RTI 
model that provides the mathematics instruction, assessment and intervention 
strategies necessary to meet the complex, diverse needs of students.
BKD3338 • $42.95

I Am The Future: A Book About Students and 
Those Who Teach Them
David Hierck, Tom Hierck • 9781760015077
Being an educator is hard work. It demands the very 
best people, and the very best from those people. It 
requires change that reflects the changes all around us. 
It requires consistency borne out of doing the right thing 

for the right outcomes. Mostly, it requires listening and responding to the 
needs of students. It’s important that we keep as our primary focus that 
every day, in every class, in every school, our future appears before us. I 
Am the Future is a book about students and those who teach them.
HB5077 • $9.95

Starting a Movement: Building Culture From the 
Inside Out in Professional Learning Communities
Kenneth Williams, Tom Hierck • 9781936764662
Infuse energy back into the practices of your PLC. 
Explore the authors, four-stage authentic alignment 
model, which will take you through the Why, Eye, How, 
and Now of transforming your school’s culture. Through 

this inspiring guide, you’ll discover how to bridge the gulf between 
principles and practice to cultivate an empowering environment that is 
committed to a cycle of continuous improvement.
BKD4662 • $41.95



ORDER FORM

Do you want to know all about the latest professional development events in your area? Be the fi rst to fi nd out about new releases from world-renowned 

and local authors with the HBE e-newsletter! Upcoming titles will feature authentic assessment and digital media, along with a strong focus on success 
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approval.  Please be aware that delivery and return postage is the responsibility of the customer.

•  Freight costs are determined at Australia Post rates, with a minimum delivery charge of $9.50 within Australia and $15.00 for New Zealand for each order.

• Please provide your street address for delivery purposes.

Qty Code Title Price

HB7897 Collaborative System of Support $35.95

HB5077 I Am The Future: A Book About Students and Those Who Teach Them $9.95

HB5002 I Am The Future: A Book About Students and Those Who Teach Them 
(Set of 5)

$39.95

CO2977 RTI Is a Verb $36.95

BKD8474 RTI Roadmap for School Leaders: Plan and Go $45.95

BKD4662 Starting a Movement: Building Culture From the Inside Out in 
Professional Learning Communities

$41.95

BKD3338 Strategies for Mathematics Instruction and Intervention, 6–8 $42.95

BKD4891 Uniting Academic and Behavior Interventions: Solving the Skill or 
Will Dilemma

$42.95

HB5152 What Do You Make? A Book For and About Teachers $9.95

HB5001 What Do You Make? A Book For and About Teachers (Set of 5) $39.95

Total (plus freight) $

Looking for additional information and resources?
The Thinking & Learning Conferences website is full of 
content for all fi ve events.

Including:

Session and speaker schedules

Conference and institute brochures

Free resources and videos of our presenters

The bookstore - where you can purchase books featured 
at the conference

nd resoources?ces?

Online ‘On Account’ ordering now available!

If you have a pre-existing account with Hawker Brownlow Education, you can now order online and pay using that account.


