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*What is meant by…..
*How do we know that….
*What is the point of ……
*What can you infer about x based
on y?
*What evidence do you have to
suggest that…

Details

*What details in the
passage/lecture/experiment/
document support the idea that...?
*What do the details from x tell us about
y?
*List examples that show different rules
of…

Sequencing

*Create a timeline of x that
shows…
*Sequence the events that led
to...
*Explain, step by step how….
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*Explain……
*Retell…….
*What does……
*What is meant by...?
*What are ___ facts that…
*Explain how you would solve…

Paraphrasing

*What are the most important or key
ideas _______ that _____?
*This ____ was about ___
because……
*Summarize the main idea of…
* This is important because….

Summarizing

*Create/design/write/develop a
_____ that ____ and _____.

Ladder D:
Products or Discussions as a
Synthesis of Learning and
Creativity
Creative Synthesis
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*What is the……?
*What elements support….?
*What factors might we
consider….?

Facts/Elements/Factors

Inferences

*How would you classify ….?
-How would you classify the
problems into categories?
*Organize the xxx into a chart that
shows…..
*Create a T chart/Venn diagram that
shows…
*Examine multiple perspectives on the
issue and…

*What caused x to _____?
How do you know?
*What caused x, and how does
x impact…?
*What effect does x have on
y?

*Is ______ or _______ a better
_____?
*How do different perspectives
support or deny the idea that….?
What do you think?
*How does the author use tone and
mood to support the idea that….?
*How is the theme of x
demonstrated/revealed through y?

Cause/Effect Relationships Classifications

*What does this passage say about
changes over time? The use and abuse of
power?
*What are two true statements about
_______ based on this
passage/lecture/experiment/ problem set?
*What generalizations can you make
about x from y?
*What is the relationship between
concept A and concept B in this (problem,
experiment, story, time period)?

*What are the short and long
term effects of x on y?
*What are the positive
outcomes of x? Negative?
*What might happen if x was
changed?
*What are the consequences of
x on y?
*What are the implications
of...?
*Should…..? Why?

Themes/Concepts/Big Ideas

(Content Understanding and
Inference-making)

(Abstract connections within and across
disciplines)

Generalizations

Ladder C:
Content within a Discipline

Ladder B:
Concept Development

Implications/Consequence
s

(Reasoning and Connecting)

Ladder A:
Implications and
Consequences
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C1:
Facts/Elements/Factors
Students will be able to identify
and explain specific elements or
facts specific to a discipline.

B1:
Details
Students will be able to list specific
details, facts, applications,
scenarios, or ideas about a topic,
person, text or event.

B2:
Classifications
Students will be able to categorize
different aspects of a text, topic,
person, event or specific details
into broader ideas.

Students will be able to identify
a major idea or theme that is
common throughout a given
scenario, idea, event, prompt,
text, or problem as well as
relationships among multiple
events.
C2:
Inferences
Students will be able to use
clues and previous information
to make judgments about
events, ideas, people, texts, or
issues.

Students will be able to make or
defend general over-arching
statements about a reading, event,
concept, idea, rule, or theory using
data.

D1:
Paraphrasing
Students will be able to restate ideas,
problems, solutions, theories, or facts
in their own words.

D2:
Summarizing
Students will be able to provide a
synopsis of events, ideas, rules,
theories, problems, or applications by
citing the most critical evidence and
factors.

Students will be able to create
something new using what they have
learned.

Creative Products, Ideas or
Discussions as a Synthesis of
Learning
D3:
Creative Synthesis

Ladder D:
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A2:
Cause/Effect Relationships
Students will be able to
identify and predict
relationships among
multiple texts, ideas,
problems, solutions, or
events.
A1:
Sequencing
Students will be able to list
in order of importance or
occurrence specific events,
ideas, or summaries.

C3:
Themes/Concepts

Content Specific Ideas Within
A Discipline

Ladder C:

B3:
Generalizations

Generalizations, Rules, Concepts,
Big Ideas, Theories

Reasoning and Critical
Thinking

A3:
Implications/Consequence
s
Students will be able to
argue for or against an idea
or make real world
applications, forecasts,
predictions based on
evidence.

Ladder B:

Ladder A:
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Ladder Question Examples
Ladder A

Ladder B

Implications/Consequences
- What would be the consequences if….?
- Should…….?
- What would have happened if ……?
- What are the implications of____?
- What were the consequences of…? Do you
think ___ would have____ if___? Why or
why not?
- What are the (positive, negative, short
term, long term)
implications/consequences of _____ on
____________?
- Should we create policies to save the bee
population? Why or why not?

Generalizations
- What generalizations can you make about
concept based on your list? (concept=
independence, truth, conformity, etc.)
- Write at least three generalizations about the
role of language in establishing the mood,
tone, and/or theme of the poem.
- What generalizations can you make about the
addition of odd and even numbers?
- Write two generalizations about ______ based
on your model.
- What generalizations can you make based on
this article and current day practices in
scientific research about risk and progress in
science?
Classifications
- Classify your list into categories. Do not
include an “other” category.
- Classify these words into categories.
-
How would
you classify _____’s contributions?
-
Classify the
problems into categories…
-
What
patterns do you notice in your list?
-
Research
current day issues in scientific research that
seem risky. How do current findings compare
to the smallpox inoculation?
Details
- List the ways in which the author thinks that
_________should exert her independence.
- Think about all the words the author uses to
describe the setting. List them.
- List the details that show how____ contributed
to____.
- What details in the problem or experiment are
important for solving it? Why?
- How does the article on vaccines suggest that
innovation involves risk?

Cause-Effect
- What is the effect of__on__?
- What are three effects of___?
- What are the causes of___?
- Explain three causes of___”
- What caused ____ to ______? What effect
does that have on _____?
- What caused the major conflict? How
does it impact (the rest of the story/future
events/outcome)?
- What caused the bee population to decline
and what effects does it have?

Sequencing
- Describe, in order the steps….
- Provide a timeline of major events…What
do you see as the three most important
events?
- It is said that one success leads to another.
How is this illustrated in the life of____?
Sequence the series of positive events.
- What are the major sections of the text?
List them and describe the major points in
each.
- What are all the ways bees are important to
the environment based on information
from this article?

Adapted or taken from VanTassel-Baska & Stambaugh/Stambaugh & VanTassel-Baska. Jacob’s Ladder Reading
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Ladder C

Ladder D

Theme/Concept
- How does the text exemplify the theme of
conformity vs. individuality?
- If you were to write an epitaph for ___ to be
placed on his/her tombstone, what would it
be?
- The concept of guilt is never explicitly
mentioned in the story, yet it is central to the
story. Describe how Poe uses the concept of
guilt.
- What is the relationship between equality and
inequality in algebraic equations?
- Create a motto for the Assyrian Empire,
alluding to the concept of power.
- What is the theme? How would the theme be
different if the story were told from a different
point of view?
- What does X’s speech reveal about the concept
of liberty?

Creative Synthesis
- Create a reaction to the speech that
incorporates a different perspective and
includes historically accurate depictions.
- Create a fable containing two characters
and a situation that shows a similar moral.
- Do parenthesis always affect the outcome of
an equation? Provide examples to prove
your point.
- Create a metaphor that represents
_______’s life. It may be an object or a
concept. Explain why you have chosen your
representation and implications for a career
in science.
- Is it possible to create a magic square that
uses only even or odd numbers? Why or
why not? Create a rationale that supports
your answer with mathematical examples.
- Create a new experiment that changes a
variable and answers a new question about
X.
Summarize
- In three sentences or less, summarize the
message ______ is trying to convey to the
people.
- Summarize the meaning of ___ in the
experiment on….
- Summarize the importance of the Nile for
ancient Egyptian civilizations.
- How would you go about solving this
problem based on …..
- Design a model that illustrates how
condensation and evaporation interact.
- How does a magic square work based on
the examples given?
Paraphrase
- In your own words, paraphrase ------‘s
statement, “….”
- Paraphrase the meaning of the first
paragraph… How does it set the stage for
what follows?
- What is meant by “……”?
- What is the problem asking?
- Why are magic squares “magic”?
- What is condensation? Evaporation?
Provide examples of each.

Inference
- What can you infer about___ based on the
evidence regarding/about….
- What inferences can you make about __
motives?
- What inferences can you draw from __
- What evidence do we have that …..?
- What inferences can you make about the
importance of agriculture on civilization?
(consider labor, hierarchy of leadership, land,
religion, and art).
- Which rule is this problem violating and how
do you know?
Elements
- Would you characterize___ as a hero? Use details
to support your answer.
- What were Marie Curie’s strongest characteristics?
How did these traits help her to be a successful
scientist?
- What words and phrases does the author use to
describe the setting? What effect does this have
on the reader? on the characters?
- What elements in the experiment need to be
controlled?

Adapted or taken from VanTassel-Baska & Stambaugh/Stambaugh & VanTassel-Baska. Jacob’s Ladder Reading
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Ladder E

Ladder F

Using Emotion
- How do thoughts and feelings mingle in this
poem?
- How do companies use the concept of beauty
or lack thereof to sell products? Write a
persuasive essay that conveys your thoughts
and feelings on using beauty as a tool for sales
and use evidence to support your ideas.
- Analyze the use of emotion in the speech.
Create a table with phrases in the speech and
the emotions evoked to illustrate how
emotions are used to evoke action. Then write
a statement about how emotional arguments
can be used.
- Are speeches or poems a better way to convey
emotion and express a point? Justify your
thinking using one or the other.
Expressing Emotion
- Many people like to holiday or live near water.
Water becomes an emotional force. Express in
your own words the power water has to affect
your emotions and mood.
- Create a charm bracelet that symbolizes your
idea of beauty. How do your symbols compare
to others? Societal norms? The story?
- Express your outrage about an injustice in
which you feel deeply by writing a journal
entry. How does writing about your feelings
affect you?
- What emotions does each author want his
readers to acknowledge? How do the poem
and speech differ in their expressions of
emotion?
Understanding Emotion
- What are characteristics of water that affect mood
according to Yeats and want people to live near it?
How does he evoke the emotional pull of water in
the poem?
- How does de Maupassant use humor to convey his
ideas about beauty?
- The author uses strong language to denounce the
issue of _____. How does he appeal to human
emotion? How does this make you want to
respond?
- Compare the poem and speech. What words or
pleas did each use to evoke emotion?

Reflecting
- The role of mentors in the development
of talent are important. How have
mentors influenced your life or not?
How did mentorship support _______?
- What do you see as the advantages and
disadvantages of Dickinson’s life? How
do these compare to yours?

Monitoring and Assessing
- _____’s accomplishments were
extraordinary and highly rewarded.
What are appropriate markers to strive
for in a scientific career?
- How will you assess your successes and
failures in life? What criteria will use?
How does these compare to X?

Planning and Goal Setting
- Based on X’s life, what advice you give
to young women who want to go into a
male dominated field?
- Some people have harshly judged
Dickinson as living a failed life because
she never graduated from college, never
married, and never left her home.
What are your views? How will you
plan your life choices in 5, 10, 15, and
20 years? How do you define success?

Adapted or taken from VanTassel-Baska & Stambaugh/Stambaugh & VanTassel-Baska. Jacob’s Ladder Reading
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A 3

Consequences and Implications

A 2

Cause and Effect

A 1

Sequencing
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B 3

Generalizations, Principles, Theories

B 2

Classifications

B 1

Details
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C 2

Inference

Title of Selection:

C 3

Theme/Concept

C 1

Elements, Facts
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D 3

Creative Synthesis

D 2

Summarizing

D 1

Paraphrasing
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E 3

Using Emotion

E 2

Expressing Emotion

E1

Understanding Emotion
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F 3

Playing With Words

F 2

Thinking About Words

F 1

Understanding Words
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F 3

Reflecting

F 2

Monitoring and Assessing

F 1

Planning and Goal Setting
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RELATED RESOURCES
Jacob’s Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Early Primary Years

PRU6890

PRU6906

Jacob’s Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Primary Years

PRU6913

PRU6968

PRU6920

PRU6999

Student Workbooks – Sets of 5

Years 2–3
PRU6969

Years 4–5
PRU7000

Years 5–6
PRU7027

PRU6951

PRU7026

Book & Student Workbook Set

Jacob’s Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program:
Secondary Years

PRU6944

PRU6937

Years 2–3
PRU6800

Years 4–5
PRU6801

Years 5–6
PRU6802

Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program:
Nonfiction

PRU3573
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Qty Code
PRU7330
PRU7309

Title

Price

I, Me, You, We: Individuality Versus Conformity: English Lessons for Gifted and Advanced Learners in Years 6–8
In the Mind's Eye: Truth Versus Perception: English Lessons for Gifted and Advanced Learners in Years 6–8

$42.95
$49.95

Jacob’s Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Early Primary Years
PRU6906

Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Early Primary Years, 1–2

$24.95

PRU6890

$24.95

PRU3573

Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Early Primary Years, F–1
Jacob’s Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Primary Years
Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Primary Years, 2–3
Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Student Workbook Years 2–3
Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Primary Years, 4–5
Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Student Workbook Years 4–5
Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Primary Years, 5–6
Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Student Workbook Years 5–6
Jacob’s Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Secondary Years,
Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Secondary Years, 7–8
Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Secondary Years, 8–9
Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Nonfiction
Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Nonﬁction Year 3

$29.95

PRU3603

Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Nonﬁction Year 4

$29.95

PRU3610

Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Nonﬁction Year 5

$29.95

PRU6913
PRU6968
PRU6920
PRU6999
PRU6937
PRU7026
PRU6944
PRU6951

$29.95
$15.00
$29.95
$15.00
$29.95
$15.00
$39.95
$39.95

PRU7309

Jacob’s Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: SETS
PRU6969

Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Student Workbook Years 2–3, Set of 5

$50.00

PRU6800

Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Primary Years, 2–3 + Student Workbook

$39.95

PRU7000

Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Student Workbook Years 4–5, Set of 5

$50.00

PRU6801

Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Primary Years, 4–5 + Student Workbook

$39.95

PRU7027

Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Student Workbook Years 5–6, Set of 5

$50.00

PRU6802

Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Primary Years, 5–6 + Student Workbook

$39.95

Total (plus freight) $

PRU7330

Attention ................................................................ Order Number...................................
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.................................................................... State ....................P/Code.........................
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Terms of Trade
• Prices are quoted in Australian dollars ($AUD) and include GST
• All prices are subject to change without notice.
• For New Zealand customers, at the time of invoice, we will convert the amount into New Zealand
dollars ($NZD) so that you can pay by cheque or credit card in New Zealand dollars ($NZD).
• Full money-back guarantee.
• We do realise it is difficult to order sight unseen. To assist you in your selection, please visit our
website <www.hbe.com.au>. Go to ‘Browse Books’ and most titles will give you the option to view
the first few pages of the book. Click ‘View Contents’ on your selected book page.
• We will supply our books on approval, and if they do not suit your requirements we will accept
undamaged returns for full credit or refund. Posters are for firm sale only and will not be sent on
approval. Please be aware that delivery and return postage is the responsibility of the customer.
• Freight costs are determined at Australia Post rates, with a minimum delivery charge of $9.50 within
Australia and $15.00 for New Zealand for each order.
• Please provide your street address for delivery purposes.

Yes, I would like to receive emails from Hawker Brownlow Education about future workshops,
conferences and the latest publications.

To place an order, request a catalogue or find out more about our resources:
Call
1800 334 603
(03) 8558 2444

Fax
1800 150 445
(03) 8558 2400

Online
www.hbe.com.au

Mail
Hawker Brownlow Education
PO Box 580,
Moorabbin, VIC 3189

Do you want to know all about the latest professional development events in your area? Be the first to find out about new releases from world-renowned and local authors with the HBE e-newsletter!
Upcoming titles will feature authentic assessment and digital media, along with a strong focus on success in mathematics and literacy. Sign up to our FREE e-newsletter at www.hbe.com.au.

Online ‘On Account’ ordering now available!
If you have a pre-existing account with Hawker Brownlow Education, you can now order online and pay using that account.

