
www.hbconf.com.au

conferences@hbe.com.au

03 8558 2444

03 8558 2400

MELBOURNE

“I’m Not Really a Maths Person”: Coaching 
Anxious Primary Teachers, Part 1

Session 1

THURSDAY 18 MAY
TRACY ZAGER



A message from Hawker Brownlow Education
We hope that you have found these conference papers and the accompanying sessions useful. Please be aware that the 

contents of these papers are the intellectual property of the speaker and no reproduction for any purpose is authorised. We 

urge you to take care of this booklet. Replacement copies will not be made available either during or after this conference.

Published in Australia by

This handout was created by Hawker Brownlow Education for the proceedings of the Hawker Brownlow 14th Annual Thinking & Learning 

Conference. All rights are reserved by Hawker Brownlow Education. It is a violation of copyright law to duplicate or distribute copies of this 

handout by any means for any purposes without prior permission in writing from Hawker Brownlow Education. Professors and workshop 

presenters must first secure written permission for any duplication rights. For copyright questions, permission requests, or information 

regarding professional development contact:

Hawker Brownlow Education

P.O. Box 580, Moorabbin, Victoria 3189, Australia

Phone: (03) 8558 2444 Fax: (03) 8558 2400

Toll Free Ph: 1800 334 603 Fax: 1800 150 445

Website: www.hbe.com.au

Email: orders@hbe.com.au

© 2017 Hawker Brownlow Education

Printed in Australia

CODE: MELTZR0101

0517

TRACY ZAGER
Tracy Zager loves teaching and learning. As a student, she studied mathematics, 
geology and physics at Wellesley College, physics and economic and social 
history at the University of Oxford as a Rhodes scholar, and teaching with an 
emphasis on special education at the University of Washington in Seattle. She 
fi nally traded in her backpack for a teacher’s tote, and happily taught fourth 
grade in a public (state) school for several years. When her daughters came 
along, she gave up her classroom to work with pre-service teachers and their 
in-service mentors. After many years in adult education in a wide range of 
urban, suburban and rural schools, Tracy began extensive fi eld research for 
her 2017 book, Becoming the Maths Teacher You Wish You’d Had: Ideas and 
Strategies from Vibrant Classrooms.
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As this session is designed to be hands-on, there is no physical handout 
available. This booklet is designed for you to take notes if necessary.
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Becoming the Maths Teacher You Wish You’d Had

While mathematicians describe mathematics as playful, beautiful, creative and 
captivating, many students describe maths class as boring, stressful, useless 
and humiliating. In Becoming the Math Teacher You Wish You’d Had, Tracy Zager 
helps teachers close this gap by making maths class more like mathematics.

Tracy spent years observing a diverse set of classrooms in which all students 
had access to meaningful mathematics. She partnered with teachers who 
helped students internalise the habits of mind of mathematicians as they 
grappled with age-appropriate content. From these scores of observations, 
Tracy selected and analysed the most revealing, fruitful, thought-provoking 
examples of teaching and learning to share with you in this book.

Through these vivid stories, you’ll gain insight into effective instructional 
decision making. You’ll engage with big concepts and pick up plenty of practical 
details about how to implement new teaching strategies.

All teachers can move toward increasingly authentic, delightful, robust 
mathematics teaching and learning for themselves and their students. This 
important book helps us develop instructional techniques that will make the 
maths classes we teach so much better than the maths classes we took. 
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