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Bored No More:  Strategies for Managing and Differentiating Instruction 
for Gifted and Advanced Learners in the General Classroom 

Who are Gifted Learners? 
Learns at a faster pace 
Makes connections within and across disciplines more quickly and at deeper levels 
May have asynchronous development 
Observant and inquisitive 
Intense  

Common Myths 
Gifted students have more social-emotional issues than the general population. 
Acceleration is detrimental to the gifted child. 
Grouping gifted students together is detrimental to the gifted student and others in the 
classroom. 
All gifted students are self-motivated and will automatically excel regardless of instruction 
or services provided. 

Considerations for Differentiation and the Gifted Learner: 
Accelerate FIRST and then enrich 
Provide content and thinking models to support learning 
Focus on developing talents and strengths - expertise  
Provide opportunities to work with advanced content and process models and content 
experts at earlier ages 
Allow for daily challenge in their areas of strength 
Create opportunities for interactions with like-ability peers on a regular basis 

When Preparing Lessons Ask: 
Would all students want to do this at a given point of time? 
Could all students do this effectively at this given point in time? 
Should all students be doing this now? 

adapted from Harry Passow 

Managing Differentiation in the General Classroom 
Pre-assess and target instruction by organising students into skill-based groups with 
activities targeted to their specific needs.   (Goldilocks Curriculum) 
Set up classroom routines, systems, and anchor activities so that students know what is 
expected when they finish early or need support. 
Adjust the depth, complexity and abstractness of questions, assignments, and/or tasks based 
on a student’s readiness level.  
Ensure the choices are tiered in a way that provides sufficient depth, complexity, and 
abstractness based on student readiness.  All students need choices, pursuit of interest areas, 
a safe and conducive environment for learning, and instruction that is relevant to their needs 
and goals.  The level of the choices, interest pursuits and relevance may vary. 
Remember the zone of proximal and actual development (Vygotsky, 1978).  Students need a 
more knowledgeable other to support their learning.  For students who are advanced this is 
usually the teacher or another content expert. 
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Adjust the pacing. Curriculum compact skill-based lessons and other content to buy time for 
students to pursue deeper interests; excuse them from work that is already known or that 
they could learn quickly. To compact:  
o Pre test the beginning of lesson or unit.  Ideas:  5 most difficult first, end of unit test,

KWL, concept map, picture map, essay with rubric, etc.  (Avoid multiple choice tasks as
these may not showcase the knowledge base students may have.)

o Provide a more advanced task for those who know or could learn more quickly with
fewer repetitions.  Don’t expect a 100%.  If a student scores 75-80% prior to a lesson or
unit being taught, they know 75% of the information without the need for additional
instruction.  Make sure they fix what is missed (the other 20-25%) and then allow them
to move on to more challenging tasks.

o Provide an assignment that allows students to reach the next level of understanding. Set
conditions for success and support.  Consider a learning contract or set of criteria to
support their learning and goal attainment.

Be clear on what students should understand and be able to do, including what it takes to 
move them to the next level of understanding.  
Make sure the activities are respectful for all students involved. 
Different is not necessarily differentiated.  More of the same is not the same as more 
complex, abstract, or in depth.  
Be clear on what a high mark or grade in your class means. If mastery of a grade level 
curriculum outcome is attainted, assign that grade and then continue providing activities and 
feedback and that moves a student to the next level of understanding. 
Provide meaningful, specific, and targeted feedback. 

Features of Differentiation for Gifted Learners 
Adapted from VanTassel-Baska & Stambaugh, 2006 

Acceleration – Adjust the Pace, Add an Advanced Resource, Add a More Challenging or 
Advanced Curriculum Standard 
• Assign fewer tasks assigned to master a standard
• Assess advanced skills earlier or prior to teaching (compacting)
• Cluster and teach content by higher order thinking skills
• Provide advanced resources and materials

Complexity – Add a Variable 
• Add more variables within a discipline to study

o Ideas, concepts, factors
• Require multiple resources to adequately answer a question or task demand

Depth – Add an Issue 
• Conduct original or issue-based research based on an appropriate question
• Defend a stance or idea with evidence
• Can be used to frame unit teaching

Abstractness – Add a Concept 
• Organize curriculum around higher order concepts
• Focus on abstract elements of subject matter
• Emphasize the creation of generalizations, themes, principles, laws, rules and concepts of

the discipline
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Developing Products – Add Criteria 
• Create a ________________ that ____________ and _____________. 
• Evaluate among two differing ideas using evidence from the discipline. 
• Create something new or different based on specific criteria. 

 
Unit and Lesson Planning for Gifted Learners: 

The Integrated Curriculum Model 
 

 
 
 

Effect Size Research: Strategies for Gifted Learners 
 
General Lesson Learned:     
http://www.k12.wa.us/HighlyCapable/Workgroup/pubdocs/EducatingGiftedandTalented-Rogers.pdf 
 
Acceleration: 
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.1011.6217&rep=rep1&type=pdf 
http://www.accelerationinstitute.org/nation_empowered/ 
 
Grouping: 
https://tip.duke.edu/sites/default/files/atoms/files/TIP%20Acceleration%20and%20Ability-
Grouping%20Summary_Dec%206_2016.pdf 
 

Other Resources 
 
National Association for Gifted Children in the United States 
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources-parents 
 
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources-educators 
 
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources-administrators/administrator-toolbox 
 
Australian Association for Gifted 
 http://www.aaegt.net.au   
http://www.aaegt.net.au/?page_id=780 

UNDERSTAND
Abstractness  

DO 
Depth 
Complexity 
Creativity 
Products and Criteria 

KNOW 
Acceleration 
of Resources, 
Curriculum 
Standards, 
Pacing 

(Van Tassel-Baska, 1987) 
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Differentiation: Depth, Complexity, and Abstractness 
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RELATED RESOURCES

PRU7330 

$42.95

PRU7309

$49.95

PRU8004

$90.00

PRU6727

$55.95

PRU6729

$55.95

PRU6730

$55.95

PRU7217

$55.95

Online ‘On Account’ ordering now available!

If you have a pre-existing account with Hawker Brownlow Education, you can now order online and pay using that account.

Do you want to know all about the latest professional development events in your area? Be the fi rst to fi nd out about new releases from world-renowned and local authors with the HBE e-newsletter! Upcoming 
titles will feature authentic assessment and digital media, along with a strong focus on success in mathematics and literacy. Sign up to our FREE e-newsletter at www.hbe.com.au.

To place an order or to fi nd out more about our resources visit

www.hbe.com.au

Yes, I would like to receive emails from Hawker Brownlow Education about 
future workshops, conferences and the latest publications.

Available from Hawker Brownlow Education

Attention ................................................................ Order Number ......................

Name of School ..............................................................................................
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....................................................................  State ....................P/Code .............
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Terms of Trade
• Prices are quoted in Australian dollars ($AUD) and include GST
• All prices are subject to change without notice.
•  For New Zealand customers, at the time of invoice, we will convert the 

amount into New Zealand dollars ($NZD) so that you can pay by cheque or 
credit card in New Zealand dollars ($NZD).

• Full money-back guarantee.
•  We do realise it is diffi cult to order sight unseen. To assist you in your 

selection, please visit our website <www.hbe.com.au>. Go to ‘Browse 
Books’ and most titles will give you the option to view the fi rst few pages of 
the book. Click ‘View Contents’ on your selected book page.

•  We will supply our books on approval, and if they do not suit your require-
ments we will accept undamaged returns for full credit or refund.  Posters 
are for fi rm sale only and will not be sent on approval.  Please be aware that 
delivery and return postage is the responsibility of the customer.

•  Freight costs are determined at Australia Post rates, with a minimum de-
livery charge of $9.50 within Australia and $15.00 for New Zealand for 
each order.

• Please provide your street address for delivery purposes.

Qty Code Title Price

PRU6727 Finding Freedom: ELA Lessons for Gifted and Advanced Learners $55.95 

PRU7330 I, Me, You, We: Individuality Versus Conformity: English Lessons for Gifted and Advanced Learners in Years 6–8 $42.95

PRU7309 In the Mind's Eye: Truth Versus Perception: English Lessons for Gifted and Advanced Learners in Years 6–8 $49.95

PRU7217 Interactions in Ecology and Literature: Integrated Science and ELA Lessons for Gifted and Advanced Learners in Grades 2-3 $55.95 

PRU8004 Leading Change in Gifted Education: The Festschrift of Dr. Joyce Van Tassel-Baska $90.00 

PRU6729 Perspectives of Power: ELA Lessons for Gifted and Advanced Learners in Grades 6-8 $55.95 

PRU6730 Space, Structure, and Story: Integrated Science and ELA Lessons for Gifted and Advanced Learners in Grades 4-6 $55.95 

Jacob’s Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Early Primary Years
PRU6906 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Early Primary Years, 1–2 $24.95

PRU6890 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Early Primary Years, F–1 $24.95

Jacob’s Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Primary Years
PRU6913 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Primary Years, 2–3 $29.95

PRU6968 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Student Workbook Years 2–3 $15.00

PRU6920 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Primary Years, 4–5 $29.95

PRU6999 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Student Workbook Years 4–5 $15.00

PRU6937 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Primary Years, 5–6 $29.95

PRU7026 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Student Workbook Years 5–6 $15.00

Jacob’s Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Secondary Years,
PRU6944 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Secondary Years, 7–8 $39.95

PRU6951 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Secondary Years, 8–9 $39.95

Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Nonfiction
PRU3573 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Nonfi ction Year 3 $29.95

PRU3603 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Nonfi ction Year 4 $29.95

PRU3610 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Nonfi ction Year 5 $29.95

Jacob’s Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: SETS
PRU6969 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Student Workbook Years 2–3, Set of 5 $50.00

PRU6800 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Primary Years, 2–3 + Student Workbook $39.95

PRU7000 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Student Workbook Years 4–5, Set of 5 $50.00

PRU6801 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Primary Years, 4–5 + Student Workbook $39.95

PRU7027 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Student Workbook Years 5–6, Set of 5 $50.00

PRU6802 Jacob's Ladder Gifted Reading Comprehension Program: Primary Years, 5–6 + Student Workbook $39.95

Total (plus freight) $
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