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LITERARY ANALYSIS WHEEL GUIDE

Text:  _______________________________________________________________________

Purpose/Context

Setting

Mood

Point of View

Tone

Plot/
Conflict

Characters

Language 
Structure 

Style

Symbols

Theme

Created by Tamra Stambaugh, PhD & Emily Mo ield, EdD, 2015.

Interpretation

Time, Place

Figurative 

Language, Sound 

Devices, Imagery, 

Connotations, 

Dialect, Writer’s 

Style, Sentence 

Structure, 

Organi ation of 

Text

Author’s Attitude, 

Positive-Negative-Neutral

Message,

Relates to Real World

Abstract Meaning, 

Names, Objects, 

Places

Reader’s Feeling

Narrator, First Person, 

Third Person-Limited, 

Objective, Omniscient

Exposition-Climax-

Resolution, Irony, 

Flashback, Internal

and External 

Conflicts

Values, Motives, 

Thoughts, Actions
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BLANK LITERARY ANALYSIS WHEEL

Directions: Draw arrows across elements to show connections.

Text:  _______________________________________________________________________

Purpose/Context

Setting

Mood

Point of View

Tone

Plot/
Conflict

Characters

Language 
Structure 

Style

Symbols

Theme

Created by Tamra Stambaugh, PhD & Emily Mo ield, EdD, 2015.

Interpretation
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BLANK LITERARY ANALYSIS WHEEL—PRIMARY

Directions: Draw arrows across elements to show connections.

Text:  _________________________________________________________________

Created by Tamra Stambaugh, Ph.D., & Emily Mofield, Ed.D., 2017.

Feelings of Author (Tone)
and Reader (Mood)

Structure and Style

Interpretation

Point of View

Setting

Conflict/
Problem

Characters

Use of
Words/Techniques

Sequence/
Plot

Theme

© 2018 Hawker Brownlow Education 9781760567217  PRU7217

3© 2018 Hawker Brownlow Education. All rights reserved. TSH0302
Proceedings of the Hawker Brownlow 15th Annual Thinking and Learning Conference, 18–20 May 2018

TAMRA STAMBAUGH SESSION TWOSUNDAY 20 MAY 2018



LITERARY ANALYSIS WHEEL—PRIMARY GUIDE

Directions: Draw arrows across elements to show connections.

Text:  _________________________________________________________________

Created by Tamra Stambaugh, Ph.D., & Emily Mofield, Ed.D., 2017.

Metaphor; Simile; 

Personification; 

Hyperbole; Symbols; 

Onomatopoeia; 

Images; Literal/Non-

literal
Internal and External 

Conflicts

Problem or 

Climax of the 

Story

Time; Place

Values, Motives, 

Thoughts, Actions

Order of events; 

Story Progression; 

How the conflict or 

problem and 

resolution is 

developed

Writer’s Style; Sentence Structure; Dialogue; 

Narrative; Organization of Text; Grammar; 

Repetition

Narrator’s point of view

(first or third person)

Narrator’s pont of view

(first or third person)

Feelings of Author (Tone)

and Reader (Mood)

Structure and Style

Interpretation

Point of View

Setting

Conflict/

Problem

Characters

Use of

Words/Techniques

Sequence/

Plot

Theme

A message that is applicable 

in other stories or situations 

and real-world scenarios
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BLANK TEXT ANALYSIS WHEEL—PRIMARY

Directions: Draw arrows across elements to show connections.

Text:  _________________________________________________________________

Created by Tamra Stambaugh, Ph.D., & Emily Mofield, Ed.D., 2017.

Point of View

Context/Audience/
Purpose

Techniques/
Structure

Supporting
Details

Supporting
Details

Supporting Details

Main Idea or
Message

Implications
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BLANK TEXT ANALYSIS WHEEL—PRIMARY

Directions: Draw arrows across elements to show connections.

Text:  _________________________________________________________________

Created by Tamra Stambaugh, Ph.D., & Emily Mofield, Ed.D., 2017.

Point of View

Context/Audience/
Purpose

Techniques/
Structure

Supporting
Details

Supporting
Details

Supporting Details

Main Idea or
Message

Implications
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TEXT ANALYSIS WHEEL—PRIMARY GUIDE

Directions: Draw arrows across elements to show connections.

Text:  _________________________________________________________________

Created by Tamra Stambaugh, Ph.D., & Emily Mofield, Ed.D., 2017.

Some questions are adapted from the CCSS for ELA (National Governors Association for Best Practices & Council of Chief State School Officers, 2010).

Point of View

Context/Audience/

Purpose

Technique/

Structure

Supporting

Details

Supporting

Details

Supporting Details

Main Idea or

Message

Implications

What other points of view or texts need to be 

considered? What facts are included? Are these 

accurate? How does your point of view differ or 

agree with the text? Is this fact or opinion? 

What biases might be present?

What is the main idea or 

message of the text?What details 

support the main 

message? 

Why are they 

important?

What details support the 

main message? 

Why are they important?

What details 

support the main 

message? 

Why are they 

important?

When was this 

written?

Is this current?

How do you 

know?

How should you 

interpret this?

What is the 

purpose of this 

text?

Who was this 

written for?What words do you 

need to know, 

define, or draw in 

order to understand 

the text?

Use of 

emotions/story

Use of arguments/ 

facts

Use of experience or 

expertise

How does the author explain 

cause-effect relationships or show 

comparison, create timelines, 

include problem-solution or basic 

information?

What can I learn 

from the headings, 

illustrations, 

charts, or graphs? 

How are they 

used?
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VISUAL ANALYSIS WHEEL GUIDE

Directions: Draw arrows across elements to show connections.

Art Piece:  ____________________________________________________________

Visual Effects, Color,

Lines, Shape, 

Movement, Contrast,

Placement, Brush-

stroke, Pattern

What is the artist’s point of view toward the topic? 

What assumptions are made?

What are the prominent images? 

What might they represent?

What are the short-term 

and long-term implications 

of this art?

Do you like this art? Why?

What emotions 

are portrayed? 

What emotions 

are evoked?

What is the 

artist’s 

background?

Purpose/Context

Point of View

Images

Emotions Artist 
Background

Techniques Structure/ 
Organization

Where are your eyes 

drawn first? How does 

the placement of images 

influence meaning? How 

is the art structured?

Main Idea

Created by Tamra Stambaugh, Ph.D., & Emily Mofield, Ed.D., 2015.

EvaluationImplications

What is the main idea, 

theme, or message?
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BLANK VISUAL ANALYSIS WHEEL

Directions: Draw arrows across elements to show connections.

Art Piece:  ____________________________________________________________

Purpose/Context

Point of View

Images

Emotions Artist 

Background

Techniques Structure/ 

OrganizationMain Idea

Created by Tamra Stambaugh, Ph.D., & Emily Mofield, Ed.D., 2015.

EvaluationImplications
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RHETORICAL ANALYSIS WHEEL GUIDE

Text:  _______________________________________________________________________

Language (Tone), 

+/- Connotations, 

Metaphor/Simile, 

Hyperbole, Allusion, 

Imagery, Parallelism, 

Repetition, Contrast, 

Analogy, Rhetorical 

Questions, Liberty 

Rhetoric, War Rhetoric, 

Facts, Statistics, 

Syllogism, Address 

Opposing Side

How does the author 

develop/support 

the claim?

How are logos, ethos 

and pathos organi ed?

How does the author 

develop logos, ethos and 

pathos appeals?

What are the short-term 

and long-term implications 

of this text?

How effective is the author 

in developing his or her 

claim? Is there a balance 

of appeals?

Feelings 

Evoked

Trust, 

Credibility

Purpose/Context

What is the author’s purpose? (Consider historical context.)

Point of View

What is the author’s point of view? 

What assumptions are made? How does point 

of view establish tone? Is the author biased? 

Does he or she address the opposing side? 

Logos

Reasons, Main Points, Examples, 

How the author helps the 

argument “make sense”

Pathos Ethos

Techniques Structure/ 
Organi ation

Cause-Effect, 

Problem-Solution, 

Sequential, 

Chronological, Point 

by Point, Compare-

Contrast, Inductive, 

Deductive

Claim

Created by Emily Mo ield, EdD & Tamra Stambaugh, PhD, 2015.

EvaluationImplications

Key Question

What is the claim?
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BLANK RHETORICAL ANALYSIS WHEEL

Directions: Draw arrows across elements to show connections.

Text:  _______________________________________________________________________

Purpose/Context

Point of View

Logos

Pathos Ethos

Techniques Structure/ 

Organi ationClaim

Created by Emily Mo ield, EdD & Tamra Stambaugh, PhD, 2015.

EvaluationImplications
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SOCIAL STUDIES CONNECTIONS WHEEL GUIDE

Text:  _______________________________________________________________________

Consider how each of the factors interact to produce problems, solutions, and new ideas.

Context/Era

Economics

Innovation

World Context

Culture

Social 

Structure

Conflicts

Politics 

and Power Geography

Historical 

Key Idea

Created by Emily Mofield, Ed.D., & Tamra Stambaugh, Ph.D., 2015.

Implications

Work, Trade, Production, 

Consumption, Scarcity, Goods

Government, 

Democracy, 

Tyranny, 

Authority, 

Alliances

Religion, Beliefs, Arts, Ethnicity, 

Nationalism, Identity

Society, Person, Event

Location, 

Movement, 

Diffusion, 

Environment

Tools, Technology, 

Scientific Ideas

Concurrent Events and Ideas, 

Global Connections

Hierarchy, Social 

class, Family, 

Institutions, 

Social Conditions, 

Education, Equity

War, Revolution, 

Political, Internal
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BLANK SOCIAL STUDIES CONNECTIONS WHEEL

Directions: Draw arrows across elements to show connections.

Text:  _______________________________________________________________________

Consider how each of the factors interact to produce problems, solutions, and new ideas.

Context/Era

Economics

Innovation

World Context

Culture

Social 

Structure

Conflicts

Politics 

and Power

Geography

Historical 

Key Idea

Created by Emily Mofield, Ed.D., & Tamra Stambaugh, Ph.D., 2015.

Implications
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SCIENCE ANALYSIS WHEEL GUIDE

Real-World Issue or Problem:  ___________________________________________

Created by Tamra Stambaugh, Ph.D., & Emily Mofield, Ed.D., 2017.

Scientific Information

Evidence/

Data

Findings/

Solutions

Perspectives/Audience

Cause

and Effect

Structure and 

Function

Scale and 

Proportion

Implications

Stability and

Change

Process/MethodsModeling

Patterns

Systems/

Energy and Matter

Idea/Hypothesis/ 

Question

What rules, laws, and theories need to be considered? 

What are the guiding assumptions? What are existing 

principles?  What relevant concepts/topics do I need to 

study or apply to ________? 

What questions do I have 

about ________?

What data are informing 

my questions?

What can I predict?

How do my evidence/data 

support or refute the 

findings of others?

What inferences can I 

make about ________?

What are the parts? 

What the functions?

What patterns do I 

notice? How can this be 

classified? How can I 

model or graph this to 

show trends?

What inferences can I 

make about ___?

What do I do next?

What have others 

found?

How would the 

outcome be different if 

a different variable or 

element were isolated, 

studied, or changed?

How do I best 

communicate or 

model my findings 

or ideas?

What other perspectives need to be considered?

What perspective am I considering now? How might 

different scientists look at this differently?

What are the system’s inputs, 

boundaries, outputs, and 

interactions? How do energy 

and matter flow in and out 

of the system?

How can I measure or 

quantify  ________?

How does proportion 

predict  ________?

What solution idea should be 

tested? What is my hypothesis? 

What question do I have about 

the topic/problem?

How can I best 

model this?

What are the causes of 

___? What effect 

does/might ____  

have on ____?

What processes or 

methods are most 

suitable for solving 

the problem or testing 

my hypothesis? 

What changes have 

occured as a result 

of ___? What causes 

or prohibits stability 

in ___?

Are my methods 

articulated in a way 

that allows for 

replication?

What pictures, graphs, 

simulations, etc., can I 

create or use to _____?

Which variables am I 

isolating for study? 

The middle section of the Science Analysis Wheel is adapted from the Next Generation Science Standards Crosscutting Concepts (National Research Council, 2012).
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BLANK SCIENCE ANALYSIS WHEEL

Real-World Issue or Problem:  ___________________________________________

Created by Tamra Stambaugh, Ph.D., & Emily Mofield, Ed.D., 2017.

Scientific Information

Evidence/

Data

Findings/

Solutions

Perspectives/Audience

Cause

and Effect

Structure and 

Function

Scale and 

Proportion

Implications

Stability and

Change

Process/MethodsModeling

Patterns

Systems/

Energy and Matter

Idea/Hypothesis/ 

Question

The middle section of the Science Analysis Wheel is adapted from the Next Generation Science Standards Crosscutting Concepts (National Research Council, 2012).
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