
Dr Dylan Wiliam is emeritus professor of educational assessment at University College London. 
In a varied career, he has taught in urban public schools, directed a large-scale testing program, 
served a number of roles in university administration, authored numerous books, and pursued 
a research program focused on supporting teachers to develop their use of assessment in 
support of learning. As one of the United Kingdom’s leading experts on assessment, Dylan has an 
extensive history of research and consultation in this area. 
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Embedding Formative Assessment
There is now a large and growing evidence base showing that helping teachers develop their use of minute-to-minute and day-
by-day assessment is one of the most powerful ways to improve student learning. But adopting formative assessment involves 
far more than adding a few ‘quick fi xes’ to teachers’ classroom repertoires. It involves a fundamental shift in focus, from what the 
teacher is putting into the process to what the students are getting out of it. In this interactive one-day workshop, participants will 
learn why we need to increase educational achievement, what’s been tried, and why it hasn’t worked; why formative assessment 
needs to be the priority for every school; what formative assessment is (and isn’t); practical techniques for implementing formative 
assessment
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RESOUCES
Embedding Formative Assessment: 
Practical Techniques for F-12 
Classrooms
Siobhan Leahy, Dylan Wiliam • 9781760014971
Dylan Wiliam and Siobhan Leahy deliver a clear, 
practical guide for teachers, centred on fi ve key 
strategies for improving teacher practice and student 

achievement. The authors provide an overview of each strategy and 
a number of very practical formative assessment techniques for 
implementing them in classrooms. Along with guidance on when and 
how to use the specifi c techniques, they provide tips, cautions and 
enhancements to sustain formative assessment.
LSM4971 • $35.95

Leadership for Teacher Learning: 
Creating a Culture Where All Teachers 
Improve so That All Students Succeed
Dylan Wiliam • 9781760018306
Science provides the means by which learners can 
interact with the world around them and develop 
ideas about the phenomena they experience. To be 

able to learn science in this way, students need help in developing 
process skills to investigate, and communication skills to question 
and discuss fi ndings. The specifi c aim of Inside the Black Box: 
Science is the improvement of science education, so ideas are put in 
the context of the aims and expectations of science teaching. 
LSM8306 • $39.95

Inside The Black Box of Assessment
Paul Black, Christine Harrison, Jeremy Hodgen, Bethan 
Marshall, Natasha Serret • 9781760011369
Inside the Black Box of Assessment helps 
you to develop the quality of your summative 
assessments, offering easy-to-read advice for 
teachers on how to implement the key techniques 
within formative assessment questioning, 

feedback, and peer- and self- assessment. Previous booklets in the 
series have targeted teachers of particular curriculum subjects. 
However, Inside the Black Box of Assessment is different in that its 
aim is to help all teachers and schools develop the quality of their 
own summative assessments. 
GLA1369 • $10.95

Inside the Black Box: English
Bethan Marshall, Dylan Wiliam • 9781760011314
This revised Australian edition of English inside 
the Black Box offers an opportunity to reconsider 
established teaching strategies such as classroom 
dialogue and peer- and self-assessment in the light 
of the research fi ndings on formative assessment, 
and to use them more rigorously and consistently 

as a means of helping students to progress. The booklet examines 
the principles of learning that underpin formative assessment and 
goes on to consider how these might be applied in the classroom, 
identifying the aspects of formative assessment that research 
has shown to be important in raising student achievement in the 
English classroom. 
GLA1314 • $10.95

Working Inside The Black Box
Paul Black, Christine Harrison, Bethan Marshallm Dylan 
Wiliam • 9781760011291
Working inside the Black Box takes a more 
practical slant, offering practical ideas and advice 
for the improvement of classroom assessment 
through the key formative assessment methods. 
The philosophy of the “Black Box” series is that 

formative assessment is considerably more than the sum of a 
series of handy tips and techniques; rather, it is about creating a 
learning culture within the classroom that enables the student to 
become an independent and effective learner. 
GLA1291 • $10.95

Embedding Formative Assessment 
Professional Development Pack
Siobhán Leahy, Dylan Wiliam • 9781743308899
Written by Professor Dylan Wiliam and Siobhán 
Leahy, Embedding Formative Assessment is 
a two-year professional development pack 
for schools and colleges that contains all the 
materials needed for two years of research-

based professional development. This pack is based on the 
premise that all teachers can improve their practice by developing 
their use of assessment for learning (AfL) through membership of 
a teacher learning community (TLC). It presents educators with 
both the challenge and the support needed to embed formative 
assessment teaching practices consistently across a whole school. 
SAT8899 • $544.50
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Leadership for Teacher Learning
There is a “knowing-doing” gap in education. The problem is not that we do not know how to improve schools. The problem is 
implementing what is known to work in more classrooms. This is why approaches based on “sharing good practice” have been 
relatively ineffective. Teachers do not lack knowledge—rather they lack support in putting into practice changes in what they do 
in their classrooms, and this requires time. This is a particular problem in education because almost everything that teachers do 
in classrooms benefi ts their students. We cannot therefore create extra time by stopping teachers doing bad things—they aren’t 
doing any. The essence of effective teacher leadership is stopping people doing good things, to give them time to do even better 
things. In this interactive workshop, participants will learn how leaders can support teachers in improving their classroom practice 
through an understanding of the research on habit change. Participants will also learn about the best ways of organizing teacher 
learning, how to monitor whether progress is being made, and how to make sure teacher learning is a priority.
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Inside the Black Box: Geography
Paul Weeden, David Lambert • 9781760011345
Geography students must develop process skills 
for investigation as well as communication skills 
to question and discuss their fi ndings. Formative 
assessment fi ts well into this learning setting, 
since its purpose is for teachers to sift student 

responses in class discussion and activity and make professional 
judgements about the next steps in learning.
GLA1345 • $10.95

Inside the Black Box: Primary Years
Christine Harrison, Sally Howard • 9781760011307
An up-to-date guide to assessment for learning 
focused on helping Australian primary teachers to 
acquire and develop effective assessment practice. 
The booklet offers guidance on how to develop a 
community of learning that builds on collaborative 

practice between children, offering recommendations grounded in 
both research fi ndings and in the authors’ experience of working with 
many teachers, schools and local authorities over the last decade.  
GLA1307 • $10.95

Inside the Black Box: Science
Christine Harrison, Paul Black • 9781760011338
Science provides the means by which learners can 
interact with the world around them and develop 
ideas about the phenomena they experience. To 
be able to learn science in this way, students need 
help in developing process skills to investigate, 

and communication skills to question and discuss fi ndings. The 
specifi c aim of Inside the Black Box: Science is the improvement of 
science education, so ideas are put in the context of the aims and 
expectations of science teaching. 
GLA1338 • $10.95

Redesigning Schooling:
Principled assessment design
Dylan Wiliam • 9781760015190
In this challenging booklet, Dylan Wiliam argues 
forcefully that schools must develop their own 
way of assessing children’s progress. He guides 
us through a nuanced way of thinking about 

assessment that should underpin the design of any model: knowing 
the limitations of types of assessment and the impact these have 
on the inferences you make; defi ning what you will assess and 
the purpose for which you will use the data; how you will collect, 
share and record it; and, critically, how you can design assessment 
systems that fi rst and foremost support teaching and learning.
SAT5190 • $15.95

Inside the Black Box: Foreign Languages
Jane Jones, Dylan William • 9781760011376
Inside the Black Box: Foreign Languages 
offers advice to foreign languages teachers on 
developing assessment practices that improve 
learning, backed by rigorous evidence that the 
assessment for learning method is effective and 
feasible in real classrooms. Formative assessment 

fi ts naturally into the foreign languages setting since teachers 
can collect and sift data that arises in classroom interactions and 
activities, so that professional judgements can be made about the 
next steps in learning. 
GLA1376 • $10.95

Inside the Black Box: Design and Digital 
Technologies
Jusy Moreland, Alister Jones, David Barlex • 9781760011383
Inside the Black Box: Design and Digital 
Technologies attempts to blend what we know 
about the power of formative assessment with a 
restatement of the educational purpose of Design 

and Technologies and Digital Technologies. In todays increasingly 
digital world, the need to increase the level of technological literacy 
in all societies is of international importance, and so this booklet 
offers advice to teachers on how to interact more effectively with 
technology students on a day-to-day basis. 
GLA1383 • $10.95

Inside the Black Box: Maths
Jeremy Hodgen, Dylan Wiliam• 9781760011321
Inside the Black Box: Maths outlines the principles of 
formative assessment and how they can be applied 
in the maths classroom. The recommendations 
made in Inside the Black Box: Maths gain particular 
strength from the fact that they are grounded in 

the main fi ndings of many decades of research into the principles 
that govern effective learning and the factors that help support the 
motivation and self-esteem of learners. 
GLA1321 • $10.95

Redesigning Schooling: Principled 
curriculum design
Dylan Wiliam • 9781760015107
Dylan Wiliam starkly outlines the challenge: ‘The 
rather terrifying thing about being involved in 
education at the present time is that we are the 
fi rst generation of educators who know we have 

no idea what we are doing.’ This is because, although education is 
changing fast, the world is changing faster. Professor Wiliam explains 
what this means in terms of curriculum in our schools and outlines 
seven suggested principles of curriculum design. This booklet aims 
to help schools make curriculum development a planned and collegial 
process, and one that builds on the expertise of others.
SAT5107 • $15.95

Inside the Black Box Series 
Set of 11

GLA1280 • $110.00

Inside the Black Box
Paul Black, Dylan Wiliam • 9781760011284
This revised Australian edition of Paul Black and 
Dylan Wiliam’s Inside the Black Box aims to help our 
nation’s educators improve their assessment practice 
by offering easy-to-read advice on how to implement 
the key techniques within formative assessment – 

questioning, feedback, and peer- and self-assessment. The philosophy 
of the “Black Box” series is that formative assessment is considerably 
more than the sum of a series of handy tips and techniques; rather, it is 
about creating a learning culture within the classroom that enables the 
student to become an independent learner.
GLA1284 • $10.95


