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Comprehensive Assessment of Reading Strategies (CARS Series)
is a reading program that gives you practice with 12 reading
strategies. In Comprehensive Assessment of Reading Strategies,
Book B, you will complete ten reading lessons. Each lesson has
a reading passage and questions about the passage. Each passage
is a different writing form. Some of the writing forms are a short
story, a fable, a journal entry and a play. After you read each
passage, you will answer 12 questions. Each question helps you
practise a certain reading strategy.
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading Strategies, Book B will
help you become a better reader. You will understand what
important information to look for as you read. This will help you
get the most from your reading.
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• Finding Main Idea
The main idea of a reading passage is a sentence that tells what the
passage is mostly about. Questions about a main idea might ask you
to find what a passage is mostly about or mainly about. The questions
might also ask you to choose the best title for a passage. When
answering a question about the main idea, ask yourself, What is the
passage mostly about? Then choose your answer.
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• Recalling Facts and Details
Every reading passage contains facts and details. The facts and details
tell more about the main idea. Questions about facts and details ask
you about something that was stated in the passage. To answer a
question about a fact or detail, look back to the passage to find the
answer.

• Understanding Sequence
Sometimes, a passage is told in order, or sequence. Different things
happen at the beginning, middle and ending of a passage. Questions
about sequence ask you to remember and put events or details in
order. Questions about sequence often contain key words such as
first, then, last, after or before.

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education
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• Recognising Cause and Effect
A cause is something that happens. An effect is something that
happens because of the cause. Read this sentence: ‘I forgot to set my
alarm clock, so I was late for school.’ The cause of being late for
school was forgetting to set the alarm clock. The effect of forgetting
to set the alarm clock is being late for school. Questions about cause
and effect usually begin with the key words why, what happened or
because.

• Comparing and Contrasting
Some questions ask you to find how two things are alike or different.
This is called compare and contrast or finding likenesses and
differences. Questions that ask you to compare or contrast usually
contain key words such as most like, different, alike or similar.

• Making Predictions
A prediction is something you think will happen in the future.
Questions about predictions ask what will probably or most likely
happen next. You will not find the answer to these questions in the
passage. But there are clues you can use from the passage to make a
good guess about what might happen next.
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• Finding Word Meaning in Context
Sometimes when you read, you find a word whose meaning you do
not know. Often you can tell the meaning of the word by the way
the word is used in the sentence. This is called understanding word
meaning in context. Questions about meaning in context ask you to
find the meaning of a word that may not be familiar to you. If you
have trouble choosing an answer for a question like this, try each
answer choice in the sentence where the word appears in the
passage. See which answer choice makes the most sense.
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• Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences
When you read, many times you must figure out things on your
own. The author doesn’t always tell you everything. For example,
you might read these sentences: ‘The moon cast an eerie glow in
Jake’s room. Suddenly, he saw a shadow by the window. Jake sat up
in bed, frozen with fear.’ From what the author has written, you can
tell that it is probably night-time, because the moon is out and Jake
is in bed. Questions about drawing conclusions often contain the
key words you can tell or probably.

• Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion
Questions about facts and opinions ask you to find which statements
are fact statements and which statements are opinion statements.
Remember, a fact is something that is true. An opinion tells how
a person feels about something. Facts can be proven. Opinions
cannot. Statements that are opinions often contain key words such as
most, best, nicest and greatest.

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education
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• Identifying Author’s Purpose
Questions about author’s purpose ask you why the author wrote the
passage. Most authors write for one of these reasons: to persuade
(make someone want to do something), to give information, to
describe or to entertain. You can remember these four reasons
by remembering P.I.D.E. – P for persuade, I for information,
D for description and E for entertain.
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• Interpreting Figurative Language
Sometimes, writers use words in such a way that their meaning is
different from their usual meaning. For example, someone who has
told a secret might say, ‘I spilled the beans.’ This is an example of
figurative language. These words do not mean that the person
actually spilled some beans. These words mean ‘I didn’t mean to tell
the secret.’

• Distinguishing Between Real and Make-believe
Some things in passages could happen. These things are real.
Some things in passages could not really happen. These things
are make-believe. Questions about real and make-believe ask you
to find things that could happen or things that could not happen.
These questions often contain the key words could really happen
or could not really happen.
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READING STRATEGIES CHART
Complete this page after each assessment.
Student’s Name: _______________________________________ Date: ______________________
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Teacher’s Name: _______________________________________
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After each assessment complete the graph below. For each reading strategy that is
correct, shade the square to form a bar. A completed bar graph compares your level
of mastery for each reading strategy.
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8

Number Correct

7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

MI

FD

US

CE

CC

MP

WM

CI

FO

AP

FL

RM

Reading Strategies

Key

MI =
FD =
US =
CE =
CC =
MP =

Finding Main Idea
Recalling Facts and Details
Understanding Sequence
Recognising Cause and Effect
Comparing and Contrasting
Making Predictions
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WM =
CI =
FO =
AP =
FL =
RM =

ix

Finding Word Meaning in Context
Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences
Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion
Identifying Author’s Purpose
Interpreting Figurative Language
Distinguishing Between Real and Make-believe
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LESSON 1
Read this story Kate wrote about a special zoo. Then answer questions
about the story. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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My zoo is full of many
interesting animals. There are mice,
sparrows and possums. There are
also lots of insects. There are bees,
ants, butterflies and daddy-longlegs. There are over 30 different
kinds of animals in my backyard
zoo.

at

io
n

I like going to the city zoo. Even though I can’t go every day, I
don’t mind. I can go to my own zoo any time that I want. It’s in
my backyard. Yes, that’s right. I’m not pulling your leg. I really do
have my own zoo.

Some days, I watch the sparrows.
I love to watch them fly. I also like
to watch them clean and straighten
their feathers.

The best time to watch the sparrows is in the spring. First, the
sparrows build their nests in the trees. Their nests are made of grass
and straw and are shaped like cups. Then the sparrows lay eggs in
the nests. After the eggs hatch, the baby sparrows learn to fly.
In the winter, the sparrows leave my backyard zoo because it is
too cold for them. That’s okay. I know they’ll be back.
The city zoo is fun to visit. The city zoo has more animals than
my backyard zoo. But the animals in my zoo are lucky because
they don’t have to live in cages. And my zoo is free!

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education
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Finding Main Idea

Recognising Cause and Effect

1. What is a good name for this
story?

4. Why are the animals in Kate’s
backyard zoo lucky?
 They are never hungry.
 They don’t have to live
in cages.
 They don’t live in the city.
 They live with other animals.

‘The City Zoo’
‘My Backyard Zoo’
‘All About Sparrows’
‘How Birds Build Nests’
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Recalling Facts and Details

Comparing and Contrasting

2. How many kinds of animals has
Kate counted in her backyard?

5. What is one way the city zoo is
different from Kate’s zoo?
 The city zoo is not free.
 There are fewer animals
at the city zoo.
 The city zoo is open only
in spring.
 There are no sparrows
at the city zoo.

less than ten
about 13
more than 30
over 100
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Understanding Sequence

Making Predictions

3. The boxes tell some things
about sparrows.

6. What will probably happen
next year when the weather
gets warm?

Sparrows
lay their
eggs.

Baby
sparrows
learn to fly.

 Kate will forget about
her backyard zoo.
 No animals will be found
in the backyard zoo.
 Sparrows will leave
the backyard zoo.
 Sparrows will return
to the backyard zoo.

What belongs in the empty box?





The sparrows fly away.
The eggs hatch.
The sparrows build their nests.
The sparrows clean their
feathers.

CARS Series B CA0003
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Understanding Author’s Purpose

Finding Word Meaning in
Context

10. Why did Kate probably write
the story?

7. A sparrow is a kind of

 to tell about different kinds
of zoos
 to get people to learn
about animals
 to describe different kinds
of animals
 to tell a pleasant story
about her zoo

insect.
bird.
mouse.
butterfly.
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Interpreting Figurative Language
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Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences

11. Kate writes ‘I’m not pulling
your leg.’ What does she
mean?

8. You can tell that in the winter,
sparrows go to a place that is










clean.
cold.
warm.
quiet.

I’m
I’m
I’m
I’m

not fooling you.
sorry I hurt you.
not telling the truth.
a good storyteller.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-believe

9. Which of these tells something
that can be proved?

12. Which of these could not
really happen?

 Kate’s zoo is the best zoo.
 Everyone likes to go
to the zoo.
 There are many animals
in Kate’s backyard.
 Sparrows are more fun
to watch than possums.

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education

 A girl visits a zoo.
 A girl flies away with
the sparrows.
 A girl finds a sparrow
in her backyard.
 A girl enjoys watching
animals.

3
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LESSON 2
Read this fable about two frogs. Then answer questions about the
fable. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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There was once a big frog and a little frog who lived together
in the marsh. They loved their home and lived happily there for
many years. But one summer, the weather was very hot. There
was no rain for days and days. Soon, the damp marsh dried up.
The big frog and the little frog had to find a new home.
The frogs left the marsh and
marsh: a place where the
went in search of a new place to
live. Frogs like to live in places that ground is low and wet
are wet. Such places are hard to
find. After many days, the frogs
were worried. They had still not
found a home and they were tired
from all their travelling.
Finally, the frogs came to a
place where there was a deep well.
The little frog looked down into
the well and smiled. ‘This looks
like a good place to make a home,’
he said. ‘The well is wet and will
keep us warm.’
‘I’m not so sure,’ said the big
frog as he, too, looked down into
the well.
‘Let’s jump in and check it
out,’ said the little frog, hopping up and down. But the big frog,
who was much wiser than the little frog, did not think this was a
good idea.
‘Not so fast,’ he said. ‘What if this well dries up like the
marsh? How will we ever get out?’
The little frog learned an important lesson that day. The lesson
was this:
Always look before you leap.

CARS Series B CA0003
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Finding Main Idea

Recognising Cause and Effect

1. The fable is mostly about

4. Why did the frogs leave
the marsh?

 two frogs who become
good friends.
 the kind of places frogs like
to live.
 two frogs who must find
a new home.
 two frogs who want to live
in a well.

The
The
The
The

marsh
marsh
marsh
marsh

was too deep.
was too hot.
had dried up.
was too crowded.
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Comparing and Contrasting

2. How long did the frogs
live in the marsh?

5. How was the big frog different
from the little frog?
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Recalling Facts and Details











a few months
many years
only one summer
just a few days

The
The
The
The

big
big
big
big

frog
frog
frog
frog

was
was
was
was

wiser.
older.
happier.
smaller.

Understanding Sequence

Making Predictions

3. Which of these happened first?

6. What will probably happen
next?

 The frogs came to a well.
 The little frog wanted
to jump into the well.
 The big frog said that a well
was not a good home.
 The frogs went to search for
a new home.

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education

 The deep well will dry up.
 The frogs will keep looking
for a new home.
 The frogs will return
to their old home.
 The little frog will live alone
in the well.
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Understanding Author’s Purpose

Finding Word Meaning in
Context

10. What does the author probably
want you to know?

7. The word damp means

 Frogs like to live in places
that are wet.
 Animals sometimes have
to find a new home.
 People should learn more
about frogs.
 Some things are not as
good as they may seem.

‘wet’.
‘dry’.
‘deep’.
‘hot’.
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Interpreting Figurative Language

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences

11. The fable says that the little
frog learned a lesson: Always
look before you leap. What does
this mean?
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8. You can tell that frogs like to
live in places that are





deep and cool.
warm and dry.
cool and wet.
wet and warm.

 Never jump into a well.
 Not all frogs can jump high.
 Think about something
before you do it.
 Be careful when you move
to a new place.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-believe

9. Which of these tells what
someone thinks or believes?

12. Which of these could really
happen?






 Two frogs build a deep well.
 Two frogs live in a marsh.
 Two frogs leap to the
moon.
 Two frogs buy a new house.

The marsh dried up.
A well is a great place to live.
The frogs need a new home.
Two frogs lived in a marsh.

CARS Series B CA0003
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LESSON 3
Read this story about a boy named Martin. Then answer questions
about the story. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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Martin was getting ready for his turn to bat. His face turned
white as he put on his helmet.
‘Are you feeling okay, Martin?’ asked Coach
Wong.
‘Not really,’ said Martin. ‘The bowler for
the other team bowls very fast. I don’t think
I’ll be able to hit the ball.’
‘Everyone gets butterflies in their stomach,’
said the coach. ‘Remember, you are a great
batsman. Keep your eyes on the ball, and you
will do fine.’
Martin stepped up to the stumps. He
waited for the first ball. The ball flew past him.
Martin’s eyes almost popped out of his head.
That was fast!
The second ball came as fast as the first.
Martin swung the bat, but he missed the ball.
‘Wide!’ barked the umpire.
Keep your eyes on the ball, Martin said to
himself.
The next ball was bowled. Martin kept his eyes on the ball.
Martin swung the bat and heard a crack. Martin just stood and
watched as the ball soared through the sky. He could not believe
he had actually hit the ball.
‘Run, Martin, run!’ shouted Coach Wong. But Martin didn’t
hear him. He was frozen at the stumps.
‘Run, Martin, run!’ the coach pleaded.
This time Martin heard the coach. He ran as fast as he could
down the wicket. But he was too late. The bails were off and he
was out. Martin walked off the pitch, his head hanging low.
Coach Wong ran toward Martin, smiling. ‘That was a great
hit!’
‘But, Coach, aren’t you upset? I still got out.’
‘Upset? Not at all! Hitting the ball is the hard part. Running is
easy. Next time, you just have to remember to do it!’

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education
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Finding Main Idea

Recognising Cause and Effect

1. What is the best title for the
story?

4. Why was Martin worried?
 He knew he could run fast.
 He had never hit a ball
before.
 He did not think he could
hit the ball.
 He did not think he was
a good runner.

Ed
uc

at

io
n

 ‘How to Be a Great
Batsman’
 ‘Martin’s Turn to Bat’
 ‘Martin’s Big Day’
 ‘Bowlers and Batsmen’

Recalling Facts and Details

Comparing and Contrasting

2. Coach Wong thinks that
Martin is a great

5. A coach is most like a
teacher.
doctor.
judge.
scientist.
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person.
bowler.
runner.
batsman.

Understanding Sequence

Making Predictions

3. The boxes show some things
that happened in the story.

6. What will Martin probably do
the next time he hits the ball?

The umpire
barked,
‘wide!’






Martin hit
the ball.

He will watch the ball soar.
He will walk off the pitch.
He will run.
He will forget what
to do next.

What belongs in the empty box?
 Martin ran to the wicket.
 Martin was out.
 Martin’s face turned white.
 Martin could not believe
he actually hit the ball.

CARS Series B CA0003
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Understanding Author’s Purpose

Finding Word Meaning in
Context

10. The author probably wrote
the story to

7. In the story, the word barked
means

io
n

‘shouted’.
‘acted like a dog’.
‘made a noise’.
‘looked like a tree’.
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 explain how cricket is
played.
 get readers to join
a cricket team.
 describe how people feel
when they are nervous.
 entertain readers with a
story that is fun to read.

Interpreting Figurative Language

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences

11. Coach Wong says, ‘Everyone
gets butterflies in their
stomach.’ What does he mean?
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8. You can tell that Martin
was playing a game of





 Everyone is bothered by
insects.
 Everyone feels sick from
time to time.
 Everyone should eat a good
meal before a game.
 Everyone feels nervous at
one time or another.

soccer.
cricket.
football.
hide-and-seek.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-believe

9. Which of these tells a fact?

12. Which of these could really
happen?

 Martin watched the ball soar.
 Coach Wong is the best
coach.
 Martin should not worry
so much.
 Cricket is more fun to play
than soccer.

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education

 Martin’s eyes pop out
of his head.
 Butterflies live in Martin’s
stomach.
 Martin hits a ball high into
the air.
 Martin turns into frozen
water.
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LESSON 4
Read this journal entry. Then answer questions about the journal
entry. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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3 January 2006
Today is a day I will always remember. We are about to leave
our country home to move to the city. As Dad says, ‘Sarah, today
is the day we go to find a better life.’
This morning, I took one last
walk around our home before
Dad woke up. The land used to
be so beautiful. We have a huge
apple orchard. Hundreds of
apple trees cover our backyard
but they are dying without
water. A few blossoms are just
beginning to open. I’m going to
miss climbing the trees to pick
apples.
I think I will miss our house
most of all. My grandfather built
it before I was born. I have lived
here all of my nine years. Saying
goodbye is hard.
I can hear Dad calling me,
but he can’t see me. I’m sitting by the dry bed of the small
stream that ran behind our house. Dad and I caught lots of fish
here. Fish were easy to catch. They practically jumped into our
boat and said, ‘Catch me!’
I can only wonder what the next few months will be like.
Sydney is a long way from here. Dad says the trip will be long
and tiring. There will be no time for mucking around. I wonder
what I’ll be writing about in the weeks ahead. I hope my new
home is as special as this one. But no matter what, the country
will always be my real home.

CARS Series B CA0003
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Finding Main Idea

Recognising Cause and Effect

1. The journal entry is mostly
about

4. Why does Sarah’s father want to
move to the city?
 He wants to grow apple
trees.
 He wants to find a better
life.
 He wants to go fishing.
 He wants Sarah to meet her
grandfather.
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 a girl who is moving
to a new place.
 a girl who must say goodbye
to her family.
 a girl who does not want
to move.
 a family that is taking
a dangerous trip.

Comparing and Contrasting

2. What kind of trees does Sarah
write about?

5. A blossom is most like
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Recalling Facts and Details











oak
pear
pine
apple

an apple tree.
a flower bud.
a small stream.
a big backyard.

Understanding Sequence

Making Predictions

3. What did Sarah do before
her father woke up?

6. What will probably happen
next?
 The girl will say goodbye
to her grandfather.
 The girl’s father will build
a new home.
 The girl and her father will
begin their journey.
 The girl will beg her father
to stay in the country.

 She wrote in her journal.
 She went fishing.
 She took a walk around
her home.
 She climbed an apple tree.

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education
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Understanding Author’s Purpose

Finding Word Meaning in
Context

10. Why did the author probably
write the story?

7. An orchard is probably a place
where

io
n

fish swim.
fruit trees grow.
flowers bloom.
children play.
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 to describe what a girl’s
home looks like.
 to explain what life was like
long ago.
 to tell how a girl feels about
leaving her home.
 to get people to feel sorry
for a girl who is moving.

Interpreting Figurative Language

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences

11. The words mucking around
probably mean
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8. You can tell that Sarah is










eight years old.
nine years old.
ten years old.
eleven years old.

‘playing’.
‘learning’.
‘moving’.
‘talking’.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-believe

9. Which of these tells what
someone thinks or feels?

12. Which of these could not
really happen?

 We have an apple orchard.
 Sydney is a long way
from here.
 The stream is dry.
 The country will always be
my real home.

CARS Series B CA0003






12

Fish swim in a stream.
A man builds a house.
Fish say, ‘Catch me!’
A man and his daughter
move to a new home.

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education

LESSON 5
Read this story about a different kind of bird. Then answer questions
about the story. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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Penguins are
small birds with
short legs.
Penguins are not
like most birds.
They have feathers
and wings, but
they cannot fly.
Penguins use their
wings to swim.
Their wings are
like paddles.
When it comes
to walking,
penguins are all
thumbs. Their
short legs make
it hard for them to walk. Penguins prefer sliding down a hill of
snow on their stomach. A penguin’s body is like a built-in sled.
Penguins live together in large groups. Penguins live in a nest
called a rookery. They lay their eggs in the nest and keep them
warm till they hatch. After the female lays an egg, she gives it to
the male to keep warm. The female then leaves the nest for about
two months. The male takes care of the egg while she is gone.
He does not eat during this whole time. The female returns
just as the egg is ready to hatch.
Most penguins like to live in cold places. They also like to live
near the ocean. Penguins have a thick layer of fat under their skin.
The fat keeps them warm when it is cold. Penguins spend most of
their time on land. They go into the water when it is time to eat.
They look for fish and dive under water to catch them.

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education
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Finding Main Idea

Recognising Cause and Effect

1. A good name for this story is

4. It is hard for penguins to walk
because

‘Life in a Rookery’.
‘Birds That Can Swim’.
‘All About Penguins’.
‘How Penguins Eat’.






they have no wings.
their legs are short.
they have to walk on snow.
their feathers are short.

Ed
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at
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Recalling Facts and Details

Comparing and Contrasting

2. Penguins use their wings to

5. How are penguins different
from most birds?

fly.
swim.
walk.
slide.






They cannot fly.
They cannot walk.
They do not have feathers.
They do not know how
to swim.
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Understanding Sequence

Making Predictions

3. The boxes tell about some
things in the story.

6. What would happen if a penguin
did not have fat under its skin?

The female
leaves for
about two
months.
1

The female
returns when
the egg is
ready to hatch.

2

3

Which of these belongs in box 2?






 It would be able to fly.
 It would get too cold.
 It would not be able to
swim.
 It would not be able to eat.

The egg hatches.
The female lays an egg.
The male does not eat.
The female gives the egg
to the male.

CARS Series B CA0003
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Understanding Author’s Purpose

Finding Word Meaning in
Context

10. Why did the author probably
write the story?

7. In this story, layer means

 to describe how penguins
walk
 to tell all about penguins
 to get readers to like
penguins
 to tell readers a funny story
about penguins

‘skin’.
‘shell’.
‘fur’.
‘covering’.
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Interpreting Figurative Language

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences

11. The story says, ‘When it comes
to walking, penguins are all
thumbs.’ This means that

©
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8. A penguin that is hungry
would probably





 penguins are afraid to walk.
 penguins do not like to
walk.
 penguins are not able to
walk.
 penguins have a hard time
walking.

build a nest.
go for a walk.
go for a swim.
lay an egg.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-believe

9. Which of these tells something
that can be proved?

12. Which of these could not
really happen?

 Penguins cannot fly.
 Penguins are fun to watch.
 Penguins are everyone’s
favourite bird.
 Penguins are the silliest
looking birds.

 A penguin lives in a cool
place.
 A penguin flies to a new
home.
 A penguin swims in the
ocean.
 A penguin slides down a hill
of snow.

You have now completed Lessons 1–5.
Go to page 31. Complete Self-assessment 1.
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LESSON 6
Read this story about a busy little hen. Then answer questions about
the story. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

io
n

The Little Red Hen
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A little red hen lived with a dog, a cat and a pig. One day,
she decided to make bread. ‘Who will help me cut the wheat
to make my bread?’ she asked.
‘Not I,’ said the dog.
‘Not I,’ said the cat.
‘Not I,’ said the pig.
‘Then I will do it myself,’
said the little red hen. And
she did.
Now it was time to go
to the miller to grind the
wheat into flour. The little
red hen asked, ‘Who will
help me carry the wheat?’
All the animals replied, ‘Not I.’
‘Then I will do it myself,’ said the little red hen. And she did.
Next, it was time to make the dough. The little red hen asked,
‘Who will help me make the dough?’
All the animals replied, ‘Not I.’
‘Then I will do it myself,’ said the little red hen. And she did.
Soon the scent of baked bread filled the kitchen. The little
red hen took the bread out of the oven. ‘Who will help me eat
the bread?’ she asked.
‘I will,’ said the dog.
‘I will,’ said the cat.
‘I will,’ said the pig.
‘Not so fast!’ said the little red hen. ‘I did the work all by
myself. I shall eat the bread, all by myself.’ So as the little red hen
ate her delicious bread, the animals sat beside her with sad eyes.
The little red hen felt bad, but she kept her ground. She ate
the bread and she didn’t share a crumb.

CARS Series B CA0003
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Finding Main Idea

Recognising Cause and Effect

1. The story tells mostly about

4. The little red hen went to the
miller so she could

how bread is made.
different kinds of pets.
animals that are hungry.
a hen who gets no help.






buy some wheat.
grind some wheat.
find some wheat.
cut some wheat.

at

io
n






Comparing and Contrasting

2. Who ate the bread?

5. How are the other animals
different from the hen?

the
the
the
the

dog
cat
hen
pig






They
They
They
They
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Recalling Facts and Details

are lazy.
work hard.
are helpful.
do not like bread.

Understanding Sequence

Making Predictions

3. The boxes show some things
that happened in the story.

6. Predict what will happen
the next time that the
little red hen makes bread.

The little
red hen cut
the wheat.

The little
red hen
made the
dough.

What belongs in the empty box?
 The little red hen decided
to make bread.
 The little red hen baked
the bread.
 The little red hen went
to the miller.
 The little red hen took
the bread out of the oven.

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education
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 No one will want to help
her.
 All the animals will want
to help her.
 Only the dog and the cat
will want to help her.
 Only the pig will want
to help her.
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Understanding Author’s Purpose

Finding Word Meaning in
Context

10. The author probably wants you
to know that

7. What is the best meaning
for the word scent?

io
n

‘sound’
‘smell’
‘coin’
‘taste’

Ed
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at






 most animals are lazy.
 you should always share
with others.
 baking bread takes a lot
of work.
 you should help others if
you want them to share
with you.

Interpreting Figurative Language

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
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11. The story says that the little
red hen kept her ground.
This means that she

8. You can tell that flour
is made from










wheat.
bread.
hens.
dough.

ate the bread by herself.
sat on the floor to eat.
did not change her mind.
felt bad for the animals.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-believe

9. Which of these tells what
someone thinks or believes?

12. Which of these could really
happen?





 The little red hen did all
the work herself.
 The little red hen did not
share her bread.
 The animals should have
helped the little red hen.
 The animals wanted to help
the little red hen eat the
bread.

CARS Series B CA0003
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pig eats bread.
hen bakes bread.
cat talks to a hen.
dog mixes dough.
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LESSON 7
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n

Read this play called Tortoise and Hare: The Early Years. Then answer
questions about the play. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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HARE:
Hey, slowpoke. Watch out!
TORTOISE: Watch out? You should slow down,
Hare. You almost knocked me over.
HARE:
You were in my way.
TORTOISE: No, I wasn’t. You were going too fast. If you ran
a little slower, you would have seen me.
HARE:
If I run any slower, I will not get to Frog’s
birthday party on time.
TORTOISE: Sure you will. I am going to Frog’s birthday party.
And I will be on time.
HARE:
You? You are too slow! You will never arrive
by four o’clock!
TORTOISE: I may be slow, but I will get to the party as fast
as you.
HARE:
Then I challenge you to race me. We’ll see who
can get to the party first.
TORTOISE: Well . . .
HARE:
Come on!
TORTOISE: Okay, but I must warn you, I have a few things
up my sleeve. I will arrive at the party on time.
HARE:
And how will you do that?
TORTOISE: That’s my little secret. Now, do you still want
to race?
HARE:
Well . . . my stomach is beginning to growl. I
must be hungry. My mother told me never to run
on an empty stomach. Maybe we’ll race another
day.

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education
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Finding Main Idea

Recognising Cause and Effect

1. The play is mostly about

4. Hare said he could not race
because he was

 a hare who wins a race.
 a birthday party for Frog.
 a tortoise who talks a hare
out of a race.
 two friends who want to get
to a party on time.

afraid.
hungry.
tired.
late.
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Recalling Facts and Details

Comparing and Contrasting

2. Frog’s birthday party is at

5. How are Hare and Tortoise
alike?

two o’clock.
three o’clock.
four o’clock.
five o’clock.






Both
Both
Both
Both
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are too slow.
are too fast.
have a secret.
are going to a party.

Understanding Sequence

Making Predictions

3. Which of these happened first?

6. What will probably happen
next?

 Hare asked Tortoise to race.
 Hare’s stomach began
to growl.
 Hare said that Tortoise
was slow.
 Hare almost knocked
over Tortoise.
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 Hare will be late for the
party.
 Hare will visit his mother.
 Tortoise will be late
for the party.
 Tortoise will arrive
at the party on time.
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Understanding Author’s Purpose

Finding Word Meaning in
Context

10. The author probably wrote
the story to

7. In the play, Hare says, ‘Then
I challenge you to race me.’
The word challenge means

io
n

‘ask’.
‘need’.
‘dare’.
‘command’.

Ed
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 explain why animals
like to run.
 get readers to hold
their own race.
 describe what tortoises
are like.
 entertain readers with a
story that is fun to read.

Interpreting Figurative Language

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
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11. Tortoise says, ‘I have a few
things up my sleeve.’ This
means that Tortoise

8. From the play, you can tell that
Hare probably

 is wearing a fancy shirt.
 will get to the party on
time.
 has a secret.
 is hiding Frog’s present.

 was not really hungry.
 did not have a present
for Frog.
 will not go to the party.
 was not a fast runner.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-believe

9. Which of these tells a fact
from the play?

12. Which of these could not
really happen?

 Frog is having a party.
 Tortoise is more clever
than Hare.
 Hare should have had a race
with Tortoise.
 Tortoise is the slowest
animal ever.

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education
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hare is hungry.
tortoise is slow.
hare runs past a tortoise.
frog has a birthday party.
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LESSON 8

Gordy, Gordy, tell me true.
What makes you eat the things you do?

Ed
uc

Yesterday you ate a brick.
For one whole day you were quite sick.
Hay is something you should eat,
But not the shoes from someone’s feet.

at

Gordy the Goat

io
n

Read this story about a goat. Then answer questions about the story.
Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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This morning you tried one more time
To chew the clothing on the line.
Though water is what you should drink,
Please don’t nibble my brand-new sink!
This afternoon you ate my bike.
Is there anything you don’t like?
I watched you eat that rocking chair,
But you don’t even seem to care.

Tonight you munched on Katie’s clocks.
Why don’t you eat the hollyhocks?
Try a carrot or some oats.
The plastic plates are not for goats!

hollyhocks: a kind
of flower

Tomorrow you might try again
To chew right through your wooden pen.
I throw in the towel, oh, yes, I do.
The zoo is the place for goats like you!
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Finding Main Idea

Recognising Cause and Effect

1. What is a good title for the
poem?

4. Why did Gordy get sick?





ate
ate
ate
ate

a
a
a
a

chair.
brick.
shoe.
sink.
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 ‘The Goat Who Will Eat
Anything’
 ‘Plastic Plates Are Not for
Goats’
 ‘How to Take Care of a
Goat’
 ‘Goats, Goats, Everywhere’

He
He
He
He

Comparing and Contrasting

2. Which of these is something
that Gordy should not eat?

5. How would Gordy’s owner like
Gordy to be different?
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Recalling Facts and Details






 She would like him to
more careful.
 She would like him to
more playful.
 She would like him to
eating certain things.
 She would like him to
his wooden pen.

oats
hay
clothing
hollyhocks

be
be
stop
stay in

Understanding Sequence

Making Predictions

3. When did Gordy try to eat a
clock?

6. What will probably happen
if Gordy chews through his
wooden pen?






yesterday
this morning
this afternoon
tonight
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 He will run away from
home.
 He will be taken to live at a
zoo.
 He will be taken to live on a
farm.
 He will find a new home of
his own.
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Identifying Author’s Purpose

Finding Word Meaning in
Context

10. Why did the author probably
write the story?
7. The word nibble probably means
 to describe the things a
goat eats
 to tell a funny story about a
silly goat
 to get people to feel sorry
for Gordy’s owner
 to explain why goats eat
things they should not

io
n

‘eat out of’.
‘take a drink from’.
‘take away from someone’.
‘take small bites out of
something’.
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Interpreting Figurative Language

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences

11. The words throw in the towel
mean
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8. You can tell that Gordy’s owner










thinks Gordy is a fun pet.
wants to get another goat.
is ready to give Gordy away.
does not feed Gordy well.

‘give up’.
‘clean up’.
‘try hard’.
‘wash off’.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-Believe

9. Which of these tells what
someone thinks or feels?

12. Which of these could really
happen?
 A goat eats a sink.
 A goat talks to its owner.
 A goat lives in a wooden
pen.
 A goat takes a bus to the
zoo.

 Gordy ate a rocking chair.
 Gordy was sick for one
whole day.
 Gordy should listen to his
owner.
 Gordy tried to eat through
his wooden pen.
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LESSON 9
Read this story Sarah wrote. Then answer the questions.
Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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Today was the best day ever. Each
month, my mum likes to spend a special
day with my brother and me. Today was
my turn. I was so excited. My mum let me
choose where we would go. I chose the
theme park that just opened. There are
over fifty rides. I told Mum I wanted to
go on every one. She laughed. She said I’d
have to pick just a few.
First, we went on some slow rides.
There was a train that took us for a ride
around a mountain. Mum liked this ride, but I thought it was
boring. All we saw were a bunch of trees and some farm animals.
Then we went on a ride called Day of the Dinosaur. We rode
in cars that take you back to when dinosaurs roamed the earth.
Even though they weren’t real, they were scary. One came out of
nowhere and roared at us. Mum and I both screamed.
Next, we went on a boat that took you out in water where
there were hungry sharks. The sharks weren’t real, but when they
jumped out at the boat, Mum and I both screamed again.
After that, we got some chips and lemonade. Mum asked what
I wanted to do next. I pointed to the roller-coaster. Mum turned
white. She doesn’t like fast rides. Still, she went on it with me.
Mum was the only one screaming on this ride. When we got
off, she was holding her stomach. She said that next time she
wouldn’t eat until after she’d gone on the roller-coaster. Then I
told Mum that I wanted to do some more slow rides. She liked
that idea! I didn’t really want to, but it was still fun. After all, I
got to spend the whole day with my mum.
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Finding Main Idea

Recognising Cause and Effect

1. The story tells mainly about

4. Today was a special day for
Sarah because

a new theme park.
the rides at a theme park.
a girl’s day with her mother.
a girl who likes fast rides.

 she got to see dinosaurs.
 she got to see farm animals.
 she got to spend the whole
day with her mum.
 she got to go on fun rides.
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Comparing and Contrasting

2. How many rides are at the new
theme park?

5. How are Sarah and her mum
different?
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Recalling Facts and Details






 Sarah gets scared easily, but
her mum doesn’t.
 Sarah likes fast rides, but her
mum doesn’t.
 Sarah likes theme parks, but
her mum doesn’t.
 Sarah likes to go on slow
rides, but her mum doesn’t.

about five
more than fifty
less than four
almost forty

Understanding Sequence

Making Predictions

3. What kind of ride did Sarah
and her mum go on first?

6. What will Sarah’s mum do next
time she goes to the theme
park?






a
a
a
a

boat ride
dinosaur ride
roller-coaster ride
train ride
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 Go on only slow rides.
 Wait to eat until after she
rides the roller-coaster.
 Ride all the fast rides she
can.
 Tell Sarah to go on the fast
rides by herself.

26

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education

Identifying Author’s Purpose

Finding Word Meaning in
Context

10. The story was written to

7. You can tell that boring means
‘special’.
‘interesting’.
‘not much fun’.
‘not very fast’.
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 explain about different
rides.
 get readers to go on a
roller-coaster.
 describe a new theme park.
 tell an enjoyable story.

Interpreting Figurative Language

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences

11. The words came out of nowhere
mean
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8. You can tell that Sarah’s mum
was holding her stomach
because





she
she
she
she






was hungry.
was afraid.
felt sick.
was excited.

‘came out suddenly’.
‘come out slowly’.
‘could not be seen’.
‘stayed hidden’.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-Believe

9. Which of these tells what
someone thinks or feels?

12. Which of these could not really
happen?

 First, we went on some
slow rides.
 I chose the theme park that
just opened.
 I got to spend the whole day
with my mum.
 Today was the best day ever.
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A
A
A
A

girl
girl
girl
girl

goes on a boat ride.
sees farm animals.
rides on a train.
sees a real dinosaur.
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LESSON 10
Read this retelling of a Native American story. Then answer questions
about the story. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

io
n

Why Owl Has Big Eyes
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Raweno, the one who makes
everything, was making animals. One
day, he was working on Rabbit. Rabbit
said, ‘Please give me long legs and long
ears. I would also like large fangs and
sharp claws.’ Raweno agreed.
Raweno had just made Rabbit’s hind
legs long when he was bothered by Owl.
‘Whoo, whoo. Give me a long neck,’
demanded Owl. ‘I also want keen eyes so that I can see for miles.’
‘Please be quiet,’ said Raweno. ‘No one is supposed to watch
me work. Turn around and close your eyes!’ Raweno had just
begun to make Rabbit’s front legs when he was bothered again.
‘No one tells me what to do!’ said Owl. ‘I won’t turn around
and I won’t close my eyes.’
‘You are driving me up the wall!’ said Raweno. He forgot
all about Rabbit’s front legs. He walked over to Owl and pushed
down on his head. Then he pulled up on Owl’s ears. Owl’s eyes
grew big with fright.
‘There!’ said Raweno. ‘Now you have ears that are big enough
to listen when someone tells you what to do. You also have a
short neck so you can’t turn and watch things that you should not
watch. And your eyes are big, but you can use them only at night
when I am not working.’
Raweno went back to work to finish Rabbit’s legs. But Rabbit
was not there. He was so frightened that he ran away, unfinished.
To this day, Rabbit must hop about on his long back legs and
short front legs. He is always frightened for he never did get the
fangs and claws he had asked for. As for Owl, he remains just as
Raweno made him that day.
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Finding Main Idea

Recognising Cause and Effect

1. What is another good title
for this story?

4. Raweno gave Owl big ears so
that





Owl would look beautiful.
Owl could use them to fly.
Owl could hear all sounds.
Owl would listen to what he
was told.

io
n

‘The Frightened Rabbit’
‘The Bossy Owl’
‘The Story of Raweno’
‘Why Some Animals Do
Not Have Claws’
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Recalling Facts and Details

Comparing and Contrasting

2. Which of these is something
Owl asked for?

5. How was Rabbit different
from Owl?
 Rabbit asked for things
nicely.
 Rabbit did not ask for
anything.
 Rabbit got all that he asked
for.
 Rabbit was afraid to ask
for anything.

large fangs
a long neck
sharp claws
long legs
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Understanding Sequence

Making Predictions

3. The boxes show some things
that happened in the story.

6. What will Owl probably do
the next time someone
asks him to be quiet?

Owl asked
for a long
neck.

Raweno
asked Owl
to be quiet.

What belongs in the empty box?










fly away
keep talking
stop talking
stop listening

Rabbit ran away.
Raweno forgot about Rabbit.
Rabbit asked for long legs.
Owl said, ‘No one tells me
what to do!’

© 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education

29

CARS Series B CA0003

Understanding Author’s Purpose

Finding Word Meaning in
Context

10. The author probably wrote the
story to

7. Owl asked for keen eyes. The
word keen probably means

io
n

‘great in size’.
‘used only at night’.
‘pleasing to look at’.
‘able to see things very well’.
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 describe what owls look like.
 tell how animals are made.
 get readers to feel sorry
for rabbits.
 explain why owls look
the way they do today.

Interpreting Figurative Language

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences

11. Raweno told Owl, ‘You are
driving me up the wall!’
What does he mean?
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8. Owl might have gotten what
he wanted if he had






 helped Raweno with his
work.
 been nicer to Raweno.
 asked Rabbit for help.
 bothered Raweno a little
more.

You are bothering me!
You are too loud!
Turn around!
Leave this room!

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-believe

9. Which of these is an opinion?

12. Which of these could really
happen?

 Owl was bothering Raweno.
 Raweno pushed down
on Owl’s head.
 Owl should have listened
to Raweno.
 Rabbit wanted long legs
and long ears.

 An owl says, ‘Meow.’
 An owl asks for a long neck.
 A rabbit hops away
frightened.
 An owl stops talking
and listens.

You have now completed Lessons 6–10.
Go to page 32. Complete Self-assessment 2.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT 1
Student’s Name: ______________________________ Date: __________________
Teacher’s Name: _______________________________________________________
Complete this page after you have completed Lessons 1–5.

io
n

1. You have completed Lessons 1–5. Explain how well you think you did.

at

_____________________________________________________________

Ed
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_____________________________________________________________
2. Did any part of the reading passages or questions give you trouble? ___
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?
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_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence: I could have done an even better job
on Lessons 1–5 if
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

4. What is your goal for Lessons 6–10?

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

5. How would you rate your work in Lessons 1–5? Circle your answer.
successful

somewhat successful
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needs improvement
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SELF-ASSESSMENT 2
Student’s Name: _______________________________ Date: _________________
Teacher’s Name: _______________________________________________________
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Complete this page after you have completed Lessons 6–10. Before you
begin, reread what you wrote in Self-Assessment 1.

1. You have completed Lessons 6–10. Explain how well you think you did.

at

_____________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________
2. Did any part of the reading passages or questions give you trouble? ___
If so, what kind of trouble did you have? _________________________
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_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

Are these the same parts that gave you trouble in Lessons 1–5?
_____________________________________________________________

3. Did you find any part of the reading passages or questions easier than you
did in Lessons 1–5?
_____________________________________________________________

Why do you think this is so? ___________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet your goal for Lessons 6–10? Why or why not?
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

5. How would you rate your work in Lessons 6–10? Circle your answer.
successful

CARS Series B CA0003

somewhat successful
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TEACHER ASSESSMENT 1
Complete this page after the student has completed five lessons.
Please check the appropriate box.
Lessons 1–5
Lessons 6–10
Student’s Name: _____________________________________ Date: ________________________

at

Assessing the Strategies

io
n

Teacher’s Name: _____________________________________

Ed
uc

Students answer a question about each strategy once in each lesson, or a total of five times.
Use the student’s completed Answer Form to fill in the chart below. First, record the
total number of correct responses for each strategy. Then record the percentage of correct
responses for each strategy.
Number of
Correct Responses

Strategy

Per cent
Correct

(MI)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Recalling Facts and Details

(FD)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Understanding Sequence

(US)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Recognising Cause and Effect

(CE)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Comparing and Contrasting

(CC)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Making Predictions

(MP)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Finding Word Meaning in Context

(WM)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences

(CI)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion

(FO)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Identifying Author’s Purpose

(AP)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Interpreting Figurative Language

(FL)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %

Distinguishing Between Real and Make-believe

(RM)

_____ out of 5

= _____ %
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Finding Main Idea
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TEACHER ASSESSMENT 2
Complete this page after the student has completed Lessons 1–10.
Student’s Name: ______________________________________ Date: _______________________

at

Assessing the Strategies

io
n

Teacher’s Name: ______________________________________

Ed
uc

Students answer a question about each strategy once in each lesson, or a total of ten times.
Use the student’s completed Answer Form to fill in the chart below. First, record the
total number of correct responses for each strategy. Then record the percentage of correct
responses for each strategy.
Number of
Correct Responses

Strategy

Per cent
Correct

(MI)

_____ out of 10

= _____ %

Recalling Facts and Details

(FD)

_____ out of 10

= _____ %

Understanding Sequence

(US)

_____ out of 10

= _____ %

Recognising Cause and Effect

(CE)

_____ out of 10

= _____ %

Comparing and Contrasting

(CC)

_____ out of 10

= _____ %

Making Predictions

(MP)

_____ out of 10

= _____ %

Finding Word Meaning in Context

(WM)

_____ out of 10

= _____ %

Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences

(CI)

_____ out of 10

= _____ %

Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion

(FO)

_____ out of 10

= _____ %

Identifying Author’s Purpose

(AP)

_____ out of 10

= _____ %

Interpreting Figurative Language

(FL)

_____ out of 10

= _____ %

Distinguishing Between Real and Make-believe

(RM)

_____ out of 10

= _____ %
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Finding Main Idea
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Date: ______________________
LESSON 1
1.    
MI
2.    
FD
3.    
US
4.    
CE
5.    
CC
6.    
MP
7.    
WM
8.    
CI
9.    
FO
10.    
AP
11.    
FL
12.    
RM

Key
MI = Finding Main Idea
FD = Recalling Facts and Details
US = Understanding Sequence
CE = Recognising Cause and Effect
CC = Comparing and Contrasting
MP = Making Predictions
WM = Finding Word Meaning in Context
CI = Drawing Conclusions and Making
Inferences
FO = Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion
AP = Understanding Author’s Purpose
FL = Interpreting Figurative Language
RM = Distinguishing Between Real and
Make-believe

Class ______________________________

Teacher ____________________________

Name _____________________________

at

io
n

Date: ______________________
LESSON 10
1.    
MI
2.    
FD
3.    
US
4.    
CE
5.    
CC
6.    
MP
7.    
WM
8.    
CI
9.    
FO
10.    
AP
11.    
FL
12.    
RM

Date: ______________________
LESSON 7
1.    
MI
2.    
FD
3.    
US
4.    
CE
5.    
CC
6.    
MP
7.    
WM
8.    
CI
9.    
FO
10.    
AP
11.    
FL
12.    
RM
Date: ______________________
LESSON 4
1.    
MI
2.    
FD
3.    
US
4.    
CE
5.    
CC
6.    
MP
7.    
WM
8.    
CI
9.    
FO
10.    
AP
11.    
FL
12.    
RM

Ed
uc

Date: ______________________
LESSON 8
1.    
MI
2.    
FD
3.    
US
4.    
CE
5.    
CC
6.    
MP
7.    
WM
8.    
CI
9.    
FO
10.    
AP
11.    
FL
12.    
RM
Date: ______________________
LESSON 9
1.    
MI
2.    
FD
3.    
US
4.    
CE
5.    
CC
6.    
MP
7.    
WM
8.    
CI
9.    
FO
10.    
AP
11.    
FL
12.    
RM

Date: ______________________
LESSON 5
1.    
MI
2.    
FD
3.    
US
4.    
CE
5.    
CC
6.    
MP
7.    
WM
8.    
CI
9.    
FO
10.    
AP
11.    
FL
12.    
RM
Date: ______________________
LESSON 6
1.    
MI
2.    
FD
3.    
US
4.    
CE
5.    
CC
6.    
MP
7.    
WM
8.    
CI
9.    
FO
10.    
AP
11.    
FL
12.    
RM

Date: ______________________
LESSON 2
1.    
MI
2.    
FD
3.    
US
4.    
CE
5.    
CC
6.    
MP
7.    
WM
8.    
CI
9.    
FO
10.    
AP
11.    
FL
12.    
RM
Date: ______________________
LESSON 3
1.    
MI
2.    
FD
3.    
US
4.    
CE
5.    
CC
6.    
MP
7.    
WM
8.    
CI
9.    
FO
10.    
AP
11.    
FL
12.    
RM
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Comprehensive Assessment
of Reading Strategies, Book B
Answer Form

Strategies to Achieve
Reading Success
(STARS Series)
Spans from pre-reading
(P/AA) to H

• to identify a student’s level of
mastery for each of 12 reading
strategies (8 strategies in Book A
and 6 strategies in books K and AA)
• to develop effective practices with
self-assessment and goal-setting

at

Comprehensive Assessment
of Reading Strategies
(CARS Series)
Spans from pre-reading
(P/AA) to H

Objectives

• to provide targetted, strategyspecific instruction and practice
to students learning key reading
concepts
• to broaden student proficiency
in error analysis
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Diagnose

Series

Ed
uc

Purpose

io
n

Hawker Brownlow Education 5-Step Reading Program

Teach

Extra Practice

Application

Assess

FOCUS on Reading Series
Spans from A to H

• to provide focused practice on
specific areas, where students
need it most
• reinforces key concepts

Extensions in Reading Series
Spans from A to H

• to expand on strategies and
skills learned
• emphasises independent practice
with graphic organisers and
writing prompts

Comprehensive Assessment
of Reading Strategies II
(CARS Series II)
Spans from pre-reading
(P/AA) to H

• to assess students’ reading
proficiency at the conclusion of
the instructional period
• to continue the development
of effective practices with
self-assessment

io
n
at
Ed
uc
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Easy-to-use diagnostic tool
pinpoints individual students’
instructional needs.
The new edition of our research-based
CARS Series:
• identiﬁes students’ weaknesses
in 12 standards-based reading
strategies
• encourages students to use
higher-order thinking skills
• builds comprehensive skills
for success on tests
• reinforces understanding of
performance through selfassessment

12 Reading Strategies

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ﬁnding the main idea
recalling facts and details
understanding sequence
recognising cause and effect
making predictions
ﬁnding word meaning in context
drawing conclusions/making inferences
comparing and contrasting
distinguishing fact from opinion
identifying author’s purpose
interpreting ﬁgurative language
reading pictures
distinguishing real from make-believe
summarising

io
n

CARS SERIES

at

12 Reading Strategies Practised in Book B
□ Recalling Facts and Details
□ Understanding Sequence
□ Recognising Cause and Effect

Ed
uc

□ Finding Main Idea
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□ Comparing and Contrasting
□ Making Predictions

□ Finding Word Meaning in Context

□ Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences
□ Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion
□ Identifying Author’s Purpose

□ Interpreting Figurative Language

□ Distinguishing Between Real and Make-believe
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