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Comprehensive Assessment of Reading Strategies (CARS
Series) is a reading program that gives you practice with 12
reading strategies.
In Comprehensive Assessment of Reading Strategies, Book B,
you will complete 15 reading tests. Each test contains a reading
passage and questions about the passage. After you read each
passage, you will answer 12 questions. Each question helps you
practise a particular reading strategy.
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading Strategies, Book
B, will help you get the most from your reading. You will
understand what important information to look for as you read.
You will also learn to judge your own work and set reading
goals. By the time you finish working with this book, you will
be a better reader.
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Pretests 1–5
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Your teacher will tell you when to take each Pretest.
These Pretests will help your teacher find out how well you
understand what you read. Then your teacher can decide how
to best help you to become an even better reader.
After you finish the five Pretests, you will complete a selfassessment. This self-assessment will help you judge your own
work. It will also help you set goals for future reading success.
Pretest 1 ............................................................. 4
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Pretest 2 ............................................................. 7
Pretest 3 ........................................................... 10
Pretest 4 ........................................................... 13
Pretest 5 ........................................................... 16

Pretest Answer Form ........................................ 57
Self-assessment 1 ............................................... 58
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Pretest 1
Pretest 1
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Read this story Kate wrote about a special zoo. Then answer questions
about the story. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

where the lions and giraffes live.
But I like my zoo better. I am not
kidding. I really do have my own
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zoo.
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I enjoy going to the city zoo

My backyard zoo is full of small

animals. There are crickets and

ants. Sometimes I see butterflies
and possums. At night, there are

moths and fireflies. I have counted

over thirty animals in my zoo.
Sometimes I watch the

possums play. Other times I watch ants carrying crumbs of food. Some
crumbs are bigger than they are! They are all fun to watch.
In the spring, I watch the sparrows. They build nests in the trees.

Mother sparrows lays eggs in the nest. Soon the eggs hatch. The tiny
heads of baby sparrows peek over the nest. A few weeks later, the
baby sparrows learn to fly. The sparrows fly away when the weather
gets cold. But that is okay. I know they will be back.
The city zoo is fun to visit. It has more animals than my backyard

zoo. But the animals in my zoo are lucky. They do not live in cages.
And my zoo is free!

4
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Recognising Cause and
Effect
4. Why are the animals in
Kate’s zoo lucky?
 They are never hungry.
 They do not live in
cages.
 They do not live in the
city.
 They live with other
animals.

Recalling Facts and Details
2. Which animal is not in Kate’s
zoo?
 cricket
 moth
 koala
 firefly

Comparing and Contrasting
5. What is one way the city zoo
is different from Kate’s zoo?
 The city zoo is not free.
 There are fewer animals
at the city zoo.
 The city zoo is open
only in the spring.
 There are no sparrows
at the city zoo.

Understanding Sequence
3. The boxes tell some things
about sparrows.

Making Predictions
6. What will happen next
year when the weather gets
warm?
 Kate will forget about
her backyard zoo.
 No animals will be
found in the backyard
zoo.
 Sparrows will leave
Kate’s zoo.
 Sparrows will return to
Kate’s zoo.
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Finding Main Idea
1. What is a good name for this
story?
 “The City Zoo”
 “My Backyard Zoo”
 “All About Sparrows”
 “How Birds Build Nests”

Mother
sparrows
lay their
eggs.

Baby
sparrows
learn to fly.

What belongs in the empty
box?





The sparrows fly away.
The eggs hatch.
The sparrows build nests.
The sparrows clean their
feathers.

© 2012 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781743305539 • CARS Plus Student Guide B CA12128
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Pretest 2
Understanding Author’s
Purpose
10. Why did Kate write the
story?
 to tell about different
kinds of zoos
 to get people to learn
about zoos
 to describe different
kinds of animals
 to tell about her zoo

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. You can tell that ants are
 smart.
 silly.
 strong.
 fast.

Interpreting Figurative
Language
11. Kate writes “I am not
kidding.” What does she
mean?
 I am not joking.
 I am sorry I hurt you.
 I am not telling the
truth.
 I am a good storyteller.
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Finding Word Meaning in
Context
7. You can tell that a sparrow is
a kind of
 insect.
 bird.
 mouse.
 butterfly.

Distinguishing Between Real
Distinguishing Between Fact
and Make-believe
and Opinion
12. Which of these could not
9. Which of these tells
really happen?
something that can be
proved?
 A girl visits a zoo.
 A girl flies away with the
 Kate’s zoo is the best zoo.
sparrows.
 Everyone likes the zoo.
 A girl finds a sparrow in
 There are many animals
her backyard.
in Kate’s backyard.
 A girl watches animals.
 They are all fun to watch.

6
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Read this fable about two frogs. Then answer questions about the fable.
Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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There was once a big frog and a little frog. They lived together
in a small pond for many years. One summer the weather was very
hot. There was no rain. The small pond dried up. The frogs had to
find a new place to live.
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The frogs went in search of a new home. Many days passed.

The frogs were tired from travelling. They finally came to a deep
well. The little frog smiled. “This looks like a good place to live,” he
said. “The well is wet and will keep us warm.”
The big frog looked down into the well. “I am not so sure,” he

said.

The little frog hopped up and down. “Let’s jump in and see,”

he said. But the big frog was much
wiser than the little frog.

“Not so fast,” the big frog said.

“What if this well dries up like the
pond? How will we get out?”

The little frog learned an important

lesson that day. The lesson was this:
Always look before you leap.

© 2012 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781743305539 • CARS Plus Student Guide B CA12128
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Recognising Cause and Effect
4. Why did the frogs leave the
pond?
 The pond was too deep.
 The pond was too hot.
 The pond had dried up.
 The pond was too
crowded.

Recalling Facts and Details
2. How long did the frogs live
in the pond?
 a few months
 many years
 only one summer
 just a few days

Comparing and Contrasting
5. How was the big frog
different from the little frog?
 The big frog was wiser.
 The big frog was older.
 The big frog was happier.
 The big frog was smaller.
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Finding Main Idea
1. The fable is mostly about
 two frogs who become
friends.
 the places frogs like to
live.
 two frogs who must find
a new home.
 two frogs who want to
live in a well.

Understanding Sequence
Making Predictions
3. Which of these happened
6. What will probably happen
first?
next?
 The frogs came to a well.
 The well will dry up.
 The frogs were tired from
 The frogs will keep
travelling.
looking for a new home.
 The big frog looked down
 The frogs will return to
into the well.
their old home.
 The frogs went in search
 The little frog will live
of a new home.
alone in the well.

8
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Understanding Author’s
Purpose
10. What does the author
probably want you to know?
 Frogs like to live in ponds.
 Ponds can dry up in
summer.
 People should learn
more about frogs.
 Some ideas are not as
good as they seem.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. You can tell that frogs like to
live in places that are
 deep and cool.
 warm and dry.
 wet and warm.
 cool and wet.

Interpreting Figurative Language
11. The fable says: Always look
before you leap. What does
this mean?
 Never jump into a well.
 Not all frogs can jump
high.
 Think about something
before you do it.
 Be careful when you
move to a new place.
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Finding Word Meaning in
Context
7. The word search means
 “look for”.
 “find out”.
 “warm and deep”.
 “very hot”.

Distinguishing Between Fact
Distinguishing Between Real
and Opinion
and Make-believe
9. Which of these tells what
12. Which of these could really
someone thinks or believes?
happen?
 The pond dried up.
 Two frogs speak.
 A well is a great home for
 Two frogs live in a pond.
frogs.
 Two frogs build a deep
 The frogs need a new
well.
home.
 Two frogs buy a new
 Two frogs lived in a pond.
house.
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Read this story about a boy named Jack. Then answer questions about
the story. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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Jack got ready for his turn to bat. His face turned white as he put on
his helmet.
“Are you feeling okay, Jack?” asked Coach
Wong.
“The bowler for the other team is very good,”
said Jack. “I am worried I will not hit the ball.”
“You just have butterflies in your stomach,” said
the coach. “Keep your eyes on the ball, and you will
be fine.”
Jack stepped up to the stumps. He waited for the
first ball. The ball flew past him. Jack’s eyes almost
popped out of his head. That was fast!
The second ball came. Jack swung the bat and missed the ball.
The next ball was bowled. Jack kept his eyes on the ball. He swung
the bat and heard a crack. Jack watched the ball soar toward the sky.
“Run!” shouted Coach Wong. But Jack was frozen at the stumps.
“Run, Jack!” the coach shouted again.
Jack ran as fast as he could. But he was too late. He was out. Jack
walked off the pitch. His head was hanging low.
Coach Wong ran toward Jack. He was smiling. “That was a great
hit!”
“But, Coach, I’m still out.”
“That’s okay. Hitting the ball is the hard part. Running is easy. Next
time, just remember to do it.”

10
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Recognising Cause and Effect
4. Why was Jack worried?
 He could not run fast.
 He had never hit a ball
before.
 He did not think he
could hit the ball.
 He did not think he was
a good runner.

Ed
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at

Finding Main Idea
1. What is the best title for the
story?
 “How to Be a Great
Batsman”
 “Jack’s Turn to Bat”
 “Jack’s Big Day”
 “Bowlers and Batsmen”
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Recalling Facts and Details
Comparing and Contrasting
2. Coach Wong says that hitting 5. A coach is most like a
the ball
 teacher.
 is fun.
 doctor.
 is easy.
 judge.
 can hurt.
 scientist.
 is hard.

Making Predictions
6. What will Jack do the next
time he hits the ball?
 He will watch the ball
The second
Jack hit the
ball came.
ball.
soar.
 He will walk off the field.
 He will remember to run.
What belongs in the empty box?
 He will forget what to do
 Jack ran.
next.
 Jack was out.
 Jack stepped up to the
stumps.
 Jack was frozen at the
stumps.

Understanding Sequence
3. The boxes show some things
that happened in the story.

© 2012 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781743305539 • CARS Plus Student Guide B CA12128
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Pretest 4
Understanding Author’s
Purpose
10. The author probably
wrote the story to
 explain how to hit a ball.
 get readers to play sport.
 describe how people
feel when they are
worried.
 entertain readers with
a story that is fun to
read.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. You can tell that Jack was
playing a game of
 soccer.
 cricket.
 football.
 hide-and-seek.

Interpreting Figurative Language
11. Coach Wong tells Jack,
“You just have butterflies
in your stomach.” What
does he mean?
 Jack is bothered by
insects.
 Jack feels silly.
 Jack needs to eat
before a game.
 Jack feels worried.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion
9. Which of these tells a fact?
 Jack heard a crack.
 Coach Wong is the best
coach.
 Jack should not worry so
much.
 Cricket is more fun to play
than soccer.

Distinguishing Between
Real and Make-believe
12. Which of these could
really happen?
 Jack’s eyes pop out of
his head.
 Butterflies live in Jack’s
stomach.
 Jack hits a ball high
into the air.
 Jack turns to ice and
becomes frozen.
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Finding Word Meaning in
Context
7. In the story, the word soar
means
 “fly high”.
 “feel pain”.
 “make a noise”.
 “look up”.

12
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Read this journal entry written long ago. Then answer questions about
the journal entry. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

at

 3 April 1930 
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Today is a day I will always remember. We are about to leave our
home to move to the city. Pa says, “Sarah, today is the day we go to
find a better life.”
This morning, I took one last walk around our home before Pa woke
up. The land is so beautiful. We have a huge apple orchard. Hundreds
of apple trees cover our backyard. Their flower blossoms are just
beginning to open. I am going to miss climbing the trees to pick apples.
I think I will miss our house most of all. My grandfather built it
before I was born. I have lived here all of my nine years. Saying good-bye
is hard.
I can hear Pa calling me, but he does not see me. I am sitting by the
river that runs behind our house. Pa and I caught lots of fish here. They
practically jumped into our boat and said, “Catch me!”
I wonder what the next few months will be like. Sydney is a long
way from here. Pa says the trip will be long and hard. There will be no
time for horsing around. I wonder what I
will write about in my journal in the weeks
ahead. I hope my new home is as special as
this one.

© 2012 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781743305539 • CARS Plus Student Guide B CA12128
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Recognising Cause and
Effect
4. Sarah’s father wants to
move to the city to
 go fishing.
 find a better life.
 grow apple trees.
 live with Sarah’s
grandfather.

Recalling Facts and Details
2. What kind of trees does Sarah
write about?
 oak
 pear
 pine
 apple

Comparing and Contrasting
5. A blossom is most like
 an apple.
 a flower.
 a river.
 a tree.

Understanding Sequence
3. What did Sarah do before her
father woke up?
 She wrote in her journal.
 She went fishing.
 She walked around her
home.
 She climbed an apple tree.

Making Predictions
6. What will probably happen
next?
 Sarah will say good-bye
to her grandfather.
 Sarah’s father will build
a new home.
 Sarah and her father
will begin their journey
to the city.
 Sarah and her father
will decide not to move.
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Finding Main Idea
1. The journal entry is mostly
about
 a girl who is getting ready
to move.
 a girl who must say goodbye to her family.
 a girl who likes to climb
apple trees.
 a family that is taking a
dangerous trip.
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Understanding Author’s
Purpose
10. The story was written
mainly to
 describe what a girl’s
home looks like.
 explain what life was like
long ago.
 tell how a girl feels about
leaving her home.
 get people to feel sorry for
a girl who is moving.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. You can tell that Sarah is
 8 years old.
 9 years old.
 10 years old.
 11 years old.

Interpreting Figurative
Language
11. The words horsing around
probably mean
 “playing”.
 “learning”.
 “moving”.
 “talking”.
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Finding Word Meaning in
Context
7. An orchard is a place where
 fish swim.
 fruit trees grow.
 homes are built.
 children play.

Distinguishing Between Real
Distinguishing Between Fact
and Make-believe
and Opinion
12. Which of these could not
9. Which of these tells what
really happen?
someone thinks or feels?
 Fish swim in a stream.
 We have an apple orchard.
 A man builds a house.
 Sydney is a long way from
 Fish say, “Catch me!”
here.
 A girl picks apples.
 Their blossoms are just
beginning to open.
 The land is so beautiful.
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Read this story about a different kind of bird. Then answer questions
about the story. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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Penguins are big birds with
short legs. Penguins are not like
most birds. They have feathers
and wings, but they cannot fly.
Penguins use their wings to swim.
Their wings are like paddles.
When it comes to walking,
penguins have a hard time. Their
short legs make it hard for them to
walk. Penguins prefer sliding down
a hill of snow on their stomach. A penguin’s body is like a built-in sled.
Most penguins like to live in cold places. They also like to live near
the ocean. Penguins have a thick layer of fat under their skin. The fat
keeps them warm when it is cold. Penguins spend most of their time
on land. They go into the water when it is time to eat. They dive into
the water and look for fish to eat.
Penguins live together in large groups. They all live in a nest called
a rookery. Mother penguins lay their eggs in the nest. Father penguins
keep the eggs warm till they hatch. After the mother lays an egg, she
leaves the nest for about two months. The father takes care of the egg
while she is gone. He does not eat during this whole time. The mother
returns just as the egg is ready to hatch.

16
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Recognising Cause and
Effect
4. It is hard for penguins to
walk because
 they have no wings.
 their legs are short.
 they have to walk on
snow.
 their feathers are short.

Recalling Facts and Details
2. Penguins use their wings to
 fly.
 swim.
 walk.
 slide.

Comparing and Contrasting
5. How are penguins different
from most birds?
 They cannot fly.
 They cannot walk.
 They do not have
feathers.
 They do not know how
to swim.
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Finding Main Idea
1. A good name for this story is
 “Life in a Rookery”.
 “Birds That Can Swim”.
 “All About Penguins”.
 “How Penguins Eat”.

Making Predictions
6. What would happen if a
penguin did not have fat
under its skin?
The mother
The mother
returns when
 It would be able to fly.
leaves for
the egg is
 It would get too cold.
about two
ready to
months.
 It would not be able to
hatch.
swim.
1
2
3
 It would not be able to
Which of these belongs in box 2?
eat.

Understanding Sequence
3. The boxes tell about some
things in the story.






The egg hatches.
The mother lays an egg.
The father does not eat.
The father keeps the egg
warm.

© 2012 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781743305539 • CARS Plus Student Guide B CA12128
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Benchmarks 1–5
Understanding Author’s
Purpose
10. Why did the author
probably write the story?
 to get readers to like
penguins
 to tell many things
about penguins
 to describe how penguins
walk
 to tell a funny story
about penguins

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. A penguin that is hungry
would probably
 build a nest.
 go for a walk.
 go for a swim.
 lay an egg.

Interpreting Figurative
Language
11. The story says that, “A
penguin’s body is like a builtin sled.” This means that it is
easy for a penguin to
 fly.
 swim.
 walk.
 slide.
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Finding Word Meaning in
Context
7. You can tell that hatch means
 “swim”.
 “keep warm”.
 “look for food”.
 “break open”.

Distinguishing Between Real
Distinguishing Between Fact
and Make-believe
and Opinion
12. Which of these could not
9. Which of these tells
really happen?
something that can be
proved?
 A penguin lives in a cool
place.
 Penguins cannot fly.
 A penguin flies in the sky.
 Penguins are fun to
 A penguin swims in the
watch.
ocean.
 Penguins are silly looking.
 A penguin slides down a
 Penguins are everyone’s
hill of snow.
favourite bird.
You have now completed Pretests 1–5. Go to page
58. Complete Self-assessment 1.

18
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Your teacher will tell you when to take each test. These
Benchmarks will help you keep your reading skills sharp. They
will also help your teacher see how well you continue to meet
your reading goals.
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Benchmark 1 .................................................... 20
Benchmark 2 .................................................... 24

Benchmark 3 .................................................... 28
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Benchmark 4 .................................................... 32

Benchmark 5 .................................................... 36
Benchmark Answer Form ................................. 61
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Benchmark 1
Benchmark 1

io
n

Read this story about some campers. Then answer questions about the
story. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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“That was a great dinner,” said
Mark.
“I am so tired that I could fall
asleep,” said Liam. “But the moon is
so bright. It does not seem like night
at all.”
“What a busy day,” said Luke. “We
must have hiked for five kilometres.”
“Let’s go to bed,” said Tina. “The
dishes can wait till morning.”
The next morning the campers found some of their things missing.
“Has anyone seen my mirror?” asked Luke.
“Does anyone know where the tin cups are?” asked Liam.
“My watch is gone!” cried Mark. “There’s a pebble where my watch
was!”
“Something fishy is going on,” said Tina.
The campers noticed that several forks and spoons were missing,
too. A tin can had been taken from the rubbish. For each missing thing,
a pebble was in its place.
“Who would take those things? And where did all these pebbles
come from?” asked Tina.
“Let’s think for a minute,” said Luke. “How are a mirror, a tin cup, a
watch, a fork, a spoon and a tin can alike?”
“They are all shiny,” said Mark.
“Why would someone take shiny things?” asked Tina.
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“I have an idea,” said Luke. “Let’s leave some more shiny things
out tonight. Then we will stay up late and watch. Then we will see
who is robbing us.” Everyone agreed.
That night the campers put some shiny things in a small pile. Then
they waited in one of the tents. Soon they heard a noise. There was
a full moon in the sky. The campers could clearly see a small animal
moving toward the pile.
The animal took a spoon and ran away. Then the animal came
back, carrying a pebble. It put the pebble where the spoon had been.
“What kind of animal would take our things?” asked Mark.
“I think I know,” said Liam. “We will look for it in the morning.”
The next morning the campers began searching for their things. “If
we find our stuff, we will find the robber,” said Liam.
“I’ve found our things!” yelled Mark. The other campers ran to see.
“This is the home of a wood rat,” said Liam. “They make their
homes out of anything they can find. They especially like shiny
objects.”
“But what about the pebbles that were left behind?” asked Tina.

“Wood rats are sometimes called trade rats. They often trade
pebbles for the things they take,” said Liam.
The campers all laughed. They returned to their tents. They got
ready to do some fishing. But before they went to bed that night, they
knew what they had to do.
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Comparing and Contrasting
5. How were all the missing
objects alike?
 They were all shiny.
 They were all made of tin.
 They all belonged to Mark.
 They were all used for
cooking.
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Recalling Facts and Details
2. Each time the wood rat took
something, it left behind
 a spoon.
 a pebble.
 a shiny object.
 a tin can.
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Finding Main Idea
Recognising Cause and Effect
1. What is a good name for the 4. The campers could clearly see
story?
the animal because
 “Forest Animals”
 the sun was out.
 “The Night-time Robber”
 the stars were bright.
 “The Missing Watch”
 the moon was full.
 “A Night of Camping”
 it was early in the
morning.

Understanding Sequence
3. The boxes tell about some
things in the story.

Making Predictions
6. Predict what the campers did
the third night.
 They left out lots of shiny
Luke asks
The campers
if anyone
hear a noise.
objects.
saw his
 They put their shiny
mirror.
objects in a safe place.
 They stayed up all night
What belongs in the empty box?
to make sure nothing was
 The campers find their
taken.
missing things.
 They moved their tents
 The campers search for
closer together.
the robber.
 The campers decide to
do the dishes in the
morning.
 The campers see that
many things are missing.
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Finding Word Meaning in
Identifying Author’s Purpose
Context
10. The author wrote the story
7. The word trade means
mainly to
 “to use an object in a new
 explain about wood rats.
way”.
 tell readers a funny story.
 “to turn an object into
 describe what camping is
something else”.
like.
 “to offer one object for
 get readers to learn more
another”.
about wood rats.
 “to offer money for
something”.
Interpreting Figurative Language
11. Tina says “Something fishy
is going on.” What does she
mean?
 I think an animal took
our things.
 Something exciting is
about to happen.
 I smell something that
reminds me of fish.
 Something strange is
happening.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion
9. Which of these is an opinion?
 Wood rats are also called
trade rats.
 Wood rats are an unusual
animal.
 Wood rats decorate their
homes.
 Wood rats like shiny
objects.

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-believe
12. Which of these could really
happen?
 A wood rat asks a
camper for a fork.
 A shiny object turns into
a pebble.
 A wood rat decorates its
home with a spoon.
 The moon shines
brighter than the sun.
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Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. A wood rat would probably
not take
 a key.
 a coin.
 a book.
 a gold pen.
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Benchmark 2
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Read this story about a grumpy woman. Then answer questions about
the story. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

at

Mrs Grump was an old woman who always wore a frown. Some
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people thought she was angry. Others thought she was just grumpy.
But Mrs Grump was not any of these things.

Mrs Grump had nice neighbours. But they were very busy. They did
not have time for Mrs Grump. Besides, everyone was afraid of her. She
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always looked so cross.

Every day was the same for Mrs Grump. She got up in the morning

and made cereal for breakfast. After breakfast, she sat on her porch
with her dog Max. “Another day with no one to talk to except Max,” she
said.

One day, Mrs Grump found a note on her door. The note said, “I like

you and your little black dog.” The person who wrote the note did not sign
it.

The next day, Mrs Grump found a box of snacks on her porch.

There was also another note. It said, “These are for your dog.” This
time the note was signed. “From a friend,” it said. Mrs Grump almost
smiled.

The next day, there was a knock at Mrs Grump’s door. She opened

the door and saw a young girl standing on her steps.
“What do you want?” asked Mrs Grump in a grumpy voice.
The girl smiled. “My name is Mia,” she said. “I live across the street.

I thought I could keep you company.”
Mrs Grump was surprised. No one had come to visit her in a long
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time. Mia sat down on the front steps. Mrs Grump stepped outside and
sat down next to her.
“Have you been leaving me notes?” asked Mrs Grump.
Mia nodded.
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“Why?” asked Mrs Grump.
“Because you look like you could use a friend,” said Mia.

“Of course,” said Mrs Grump.

Ed
uc

“Can I play with your dog?” asked Mia.

at

Mrs Grump almost smiled again. She did need a friend.

Mrs Grump sat on her steps and watched Mia play with Max. Even
Max seemed to be smiling. Soon Mia’s
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mother walked across the street. She was
carrying a tray of biscuits.

“Mia and I thought you might enjoy

these,” she said.

Mrs Grump, Mia and Mia’s mother ate

some biscuits. They talked and laughed

and played with Max. Soon, Mrs Grump
wasn’t so grumpy anymore.
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Comparing and Contrasting
5. How are Mia and Mrs
Grump alike?
 They are both the same
age.
 They both like dogs.
 They both look mean.
 They both have no
friends.
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Recalling Facts and Details
2. What did Mrs Grump have
for breakfast every day?
 snacks
 eggs
 biscuits
 cereal
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Finding Main Idea
Recognising Cause and Effect
1. The story is mostly about
4. People thought Mrs Grump
was angry because
 a girl who likes a dog.
 a young girl who is lonely.
 she never talked to
 an old woman who never
anyone.
smiles.
 she never smiled.
 an old woman who finds
 she did not like children.
a friend.
 she always wore a frown.

Understanding Sequence
Making Predictions
3. What was the first thing
6. Which of these will probably
Mrs Grump found at her
happen?
door?
 Mia will get her own dog.
 a note that was not signed
 Mia and Mrs Grump will
 snacks for her dog
become friends.
 a girl standing on her
 Mia will write another
steps
note.
 a note that was signed
 Mia will never visit
Mrs Grump again.
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Identifying Author’s Purpose
10. The story was written to
 describe an old woman.
 tell an enjoyable story.
 explain about dogs.
 help readers learn how to
make new friends.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. You can tell that Mrs Grump
is grumpy because she is
 happy.
 mean.
 lonely.
 afraid.

Interpreting Figurative
Language
11. The words keep you company
mean
 “spend time with you”.
 “leave you a note”.
 “surprise you”.
 “live with you”.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion
9. Which of these is a fact ?
 Mrs Grump is mean.
 Mia is smarter than her
friends.
 Max is a little black dog.
 No one should be afraid
of Mrs Grump.

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-believe
12. Which of these could not
really happen?
 A dog smiles.
 A dog runs.
 A dog likes to play.
 A dog eats snacks.
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Finding Word Meaning in
Context
7. You can tell that the word
cross means
 “angry”.
 “lonely”.
 “sad”.
 “cheerful”.
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Benchmark 3
Benchmark 3

at

Katie the Counting Cricket
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Read this story about a cricket. Then answer questions about the story.
Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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Most crickets are happy hopping about the grass. But Katie Cricket
was not an ordinary cricket. While her friends hopped about, Katie
did what she liked best. She counted things. She counted almost
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everything she saw.

One day, Katie was hopping about in a flower garden. “One tulip,

two daisies and three poppies,” she said.

Katie’s friends, Carl and Kris, came by. “Come to the cricket games

with us,” they said.

“I can’t,” said Katie. “I am not done counting.”
“What a silly thing to do,” said Carl. “What good is counting all the

time anyway?” Katie didn’t listen. She let Carl’s words go in one ear
and out the other.

Katie’s friends hopped away. Katie stayed in the garden and kept

counting. “One, two, three, four, five honeybees,” Katie said. Then she
went to take a nap under a big rose

bush. “One, two, three, four, five, six

roses,” she said. Then she fell asleep.

When Katie woke up, the honeybees

flew past her again. “One, two, three,

four honeybees,” Katie counted. “That
can’t be right,” she said. She counted
again. Four honeybees.
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“Wait,” Katie called out. The biggest honeybee flew over to her.
“What is it?” he buzzed.
“There were five of you this morning,” Katie said. “Now there are
only four.”
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“Oh no!” said the honeybee. “We must have left someone behind.”
The honeybees all buzzed away.
blades of grass.” Katie’s friends passed her.
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“You missed all the fun at the cricket games.”

at

Katie hopped home, counting all the way. “One, two, three, four, five

Katie sighed. “Maybe counting is a waste of time.”

“Let’s go to the field and have a hopping contest,” said Carl.
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Just then, the honeybees buzzed by. The biggest honeybee buzzed
over to Katie.

“We want to thank you,” said the honeybee.
“For what?” asked Katie.

The honeybee pointed to the smallest bee in the group. “While we

got food from the flowers, Buzzer fell asleep inside a tulip. But we didn’t
know that. Then you told me there were only four of us. We went back
and found him. You saved Buzzer.”

“I guess counting is important,” said Carl.

“It sure is,” said the honeybee as he buzzed away.
“Maybe we should start counting, too,” said Kris.
And so the three friends went to the field. But they did not have a

hopping contest. They had a counting contest instead.
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Finding Main Idea
Recognising Cause and Effect
1. The story tells mainly about a 4. Katie wondered if counting
cricket who
was a waste of time because
 likes to hop.
 counting never helped
 likes to have fun.
anyone.
 likes to count.
 she missed all the fun at
 does not like to play.
the cricket games.
 counting was not fun to
do alone.
 no one ever wanted to
play with her.
Comparing and Contrasting
5. How is Katie different from
most crickets?
 She liked to munch on
leaves.
 She liked to count things.
 She liked to hop in the
grass.
 She liked to play cricket
games.

Understanding Sequence
3. What happened after Katie
woke from her nap?
 She counted four
honeybees.
 She counted five spiders.
 She counted six
honeybees.
 She counted three ants.

Making Predictions
6. Which of these will probably
happen?
 Katie will keep counting
instead of playing.
 Katie’s friends will stop
asking her to play with
them.
 Katie will play counting
games with her friends.
 Katie will spend all her
time playing instead of
counting.
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Recalling Facts and Details
2. At first, Katie’s friends
thought that counting was
 fun.
 silly.
 hard.
 important.
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Identifying Author’s Purpose
10. The author wrote the story
mainly to
 explain how to count.
 show how counting can
be important.
 describe what crickets
like to do.
 get readers to learn more
about crickets.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. You can tell that poppies are
a kind of
 insect.
 flower.
 bush.
 game.

Interpreting Figurative
Language
11. Katie let Carl’s words go in
one ear and out the other.
This means that Katie
 did not want to play
with Carl.
 could not hear Carl.
 did not listen to Carl.
 did not understand what
Carl said.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion
9. Which of these tells a fact ?
 What a silly thing to do.
 There were five of you
this morning.
 I guess counting is
important.
 You should be playing
and having fun.

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-believe
12. You can tell the story is
mostly make-believe because
 crickets do not hop.
 crickets do not talk.
 bees do not buzz.
 honeybees cannot be
counted.
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Finding Word Meaning in
Context
7. What is the best meaning of
ordinary?
 “beautiful”
 “strange”
 “like all others”
 “hard to find”
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Benchmark 4
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Read this retelling of a story written long ago by Hans Christian
Andersen. Then answer questions about the story. Choose the best
answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

The Ugly Duckling

One spring day, a mother duck sat on her egg in the farmyard.
The egg began to crack open. Soon a grey duckling popped out.
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But this duckling was not like other ducklings. This duckling was
bigger and had a longer neck.

“What an ugly baby!” said the other ducks.
The mother duck had to protect her big, grey baby from the other

ducks. “He is not one of us,” they said. Sometimes they pecked him
or chased him.

The mother duck tried to comfort her baby. Still, he felt sad and

lonely. He ran away from the farmyard. He went to the marsh where
the wild ducks and geese lived. The wild ducks and geese did
not pay any attention to him. One day a loud noise rang through
the marsh. Hunters were shooting at the geese! The duckling was
afraid. He hid himself in the reeds. A big dog burst into his hiding
place. The duckling was sure the dog would hurt him. But the dog
just stared at him and walked away. The poor duckling felt so alone.
Autumn came and the leaves turned red and gold. The days grew

shorter. The air was colder. One day a flock of white birds with long
necks flew over the marsh. They were heading south for the winter.
The duckling saw the beautiful birds. His heart was heavy. “If only I
was one of those birds,” he cried. “Then I could fly away with them!”
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Winter came and the marsh froze in many places. One day the
duckling’s legs froze in the ice beneath him. A farmer found him and
broke away the ice. He carried the duckling to his cosy house. But the
duckling was afraid of the farmer’s family. For the rest of the winter he
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hid in the shed. He ate whatever scraps he could find.
At last the air grew warmer. It was spring again. A whole year had
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passed since the duckling hatched. How sad his life had been. He

found his way to the marsh and began swimming. There he saw many
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of the beautiful white birds that had flown past in autumn. They swam
toward him. He thought they were going to peck him. But they didn’t.
They began to touch him gently. The duckling felt that his heart would
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burst with happiness.
Just then he looked

down into the water
at his reflection. He

was amazed at what

he saw. Instead of an

ugly duckling, he saw a

beautiful swan. Now the

ugly duckling was like all
the other birds.
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Comparing and Contrasting
5. What is one way the duckling
was different from the other
ducks?
 He was bigger.
 He was smaller.
 He had no neck.
 He could not swim.
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Recalling Facts and Details
2. What colour was the
duckling when he was born?
 red
 gold
 white
 grey
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Finding Main Idea
Recognising Cause and Effect
1. The story is mainly about
4. What happened when the
duckling’s legs froze in the ice?
 a duckling who runs away
 A dog came and helped
from home.
the duckling.
 a duckling who thinks he
 The duckling stayed on
is a wild goose.
the pond all winter.
 a duckling who is afraid
 A farmer found him and
of other ducks.
broke away the ice.
 a duckling who is
 A little girl brought the
different from other
duck home.
ducks.

Making Predictions
6. What will probably happen
next in the story?
 The duckling will return
A loud
A dog
noise rang
stared
to the house.
through the
at the
 The duckling will live
marsh.
duckling.
with the white birds.
 The duckling will fly
What belongs in the empty box?
away and live with wild
 The duckling ran away
geese.
from the farmyard.
 The duckling will peck at
 The duckling went to live
the white birds and chase
in the marsh.
them.
 The duckling hid in the
reeds.
 The duckling popped out
of its egg.

Understanding Sequence
3. The boxes show some things
that happened in the story.
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Identifying Author’s Purpose
10. The story was written
mainly to
 tell about a marsh.
 describe ducklings.
 explain about swans.
 tell a story that teaches a
lesson.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. You can tell that when
the duckling saw his own
reflection, he was really
seeing
 another bird.
 a goose.
 himself.
 his mother.

Interpreting Figurative
Language
11. The story says, “The
duckling saw the beautiful
birds. His heart was heavy.”
This means that the
duckling was
 afraid.
 large.
 sad.
 alone.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion
9. Which of these tells what
someone thinks or feels?
 The wild geese lived in
the marsh.
 The duckling was an ugly
baby.
 The duckling hid in the
farmer’s shed.
 Other ducks chased the
duckling.

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-believe
12. Which of these could not
really happen?
 A bird lives in a farmyard.
 A bird says, “He is not
one of us.”
 A bird goes to live in a
marsh.
 A bird grows up to
become a beautiful swan.
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Finding Word Meaning in
Context
7. The story says that the
duckling ate whatever scraps
he could find. What does
scraps mean?
 “large meals”
 “small pieces of food”
 “food that no one wants”
 “grasses and flowers”
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Benchmark 5
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Read this story about baby birds. Then answer questions about the story.
Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

at

Many birds make their nests in the spring. Most nests are shaped
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like a cup. Birds make their nests out of dry grass and small twigs.
Some birds use string or wool they find on the ground, too.
Birds make nests so they can lay their eggs. The mother bird sits
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on the eggs. Her body keeps the eggs from getting cold. She sits on
them until they hatch. Most eggs hatch after about two weeks. Baby
birds look very funny. They have no feathers yet. Their bodies are
covered with fluff. Their feathers grow in after a few weeks.
Baby birds are born with their eyes open. Some birds have small

eyes. Other birds have big eyes. All birds can see well no matter how
big their eyes are. Birds can see better than people.
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Baby birds like to eat. They are always hungry. Mother birds
are very busy. They are always looking for food for their babies.
Sometimes they bring worms. Other times, they bring insects. The
mother bird crushes the food in her beak first. Then she gives the

io
n

food to the babies. Baby birds open their mouth and wait for the
food. Sometimes a baby taps its mother’s beak. That is the baby’s

at

way of saying, “I’m hungry!”
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Baby birds are ready to fly about two weeks after they hatch. That
is when their bones are strong. That is also when they have all their
feathers. Birds learn to fly much like a child learns to walk. They
have to practise. Sometimes it takes a while for baby birds to get the
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hang of flying.

Baby birds often fall out of the nest as they learn how to fly. They

hop around on the ground and call for their parents. The parents
show them how to stay safe under bushes. If you see a baby bird on
the ground, leave it alone. It might be learning how to fly. Its parents
are probably nearby.

Baby birds live in the nest for a while longer after they learn to

fly. They still need help finding food. Their parents also protect them
from animals that could hurt them. Baby birds are ready to live on
their own after about two months. That is when they leave their
parents and their nest.
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Finding Main Idea
Recognising Cause and Effect
1. What is the best name for the 4. A mother bird sits on her
story?
eggs so that they do not
 “Learning to Fly”
 get cold.
 “Making a Nest”
 get warm.
 “What Do Baby Birds
 hatch.
Eat?”
 fall from the nest.
 “All About Baby Birds”

Comparing and Contrasting
5. A nest is most like
 a cup.
 a home.
 a tree.
 an egg.

Understanding Sequence
3. What does a mother bird do
before she gives food to her
baby?
 She eats the food.
 She crushes the food.
 She tastes the food.
 She taps the food.

Making Predictions
6. Predict what a baby bird will
do once its bones are strong.
 try to fly
 grow feathers
 find its own food
 go and live on its own
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Recalling Facts and Details
2. Bird eggs hatch after about
 two days.
 two weeks.
 two months.
 two years.
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Identifying Author’s Purpose
10. The author wrote the story
mainly to
 tell a funny story about
birds.
 explain about baby birds.
 describe how baby birds
learn to fly.
 get readers to find out
more about birds.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. You can tell that
 birds make their nests all
during the year.
 baby birds do not always
live with their parents.
 not all baby birds learn to
fly.
 birds can see better than
most animals.

Interpreting Figurative
Language
11. The story says that it takes
a while for baby birds to
get the hang of flying. The
words get the hang of mean
 “try to do something”.
 “get help doing something”.
 “learn how to do
something”.
 “watch others do
something”.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion
9. Which of these tells what
someone thinks or feels?
 Some birds have small
eyes.
 Baby birds like to eat.
 Baby birds look funny.
 Birds need lots of food.

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-believe
12. Which of these could not
really happen?
 A bird falls out of a nest.
 A bird says, “I’m
hungry.”
 A bird hops on the
ground.
 A bird makes a nest with
wool.
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Finding Word Meaning in
Context
7. What is the best meaning of
protect ?
 “fly away”
 “find food”
 “care for”
 “keep safe”

© 2012 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781743305539 • CARS Plus Student Guide B CA12128

39

Post Test 1–5
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Your teacher will tell you when to take each Post Test.
These Post Tests will help your teacher see how your reading
has improved.
After you finish the five Post Tests, you will complete a selfassessment. This self-assessment will help you judge your own
work. It will also help you see how well you are meeting your
reading goals.
Post Test 1........................................................ 41
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Post Test 2........................................................ 44

Post Test 3........................................................ 47
Post Test 4........................................................ 50
Post Test 5........................................................ 53
Post Test Answer Form ..................................... 59
Self-assessment 2 ............................................... 60
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Post Test 1

Ed
uc

The Little Red Hen
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Read this story about a busy little hen. Then answer questions about the
story. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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A little red hen lived with a dog, a cat and a pig. One day, she
decided to make bread. “Who will
help me cut the wheat to make
my bread?” she asked.
“Not I,” said the dog.
“Not I,” said the cat.
“Not I,” said the pig.
“Then I will do it myself,” said
the little red hen. And she did.
Soon it was time to go to the miller to grind the wheat into flour.
The little red hen asked, “Who will help me carry the wheat?”
All the animals said, “Not I.”
“Then I will do it myself,” said the little red hen. And she did.
Next, it was time to make the dough. The little red hen asked,
“Who will help me make the dough?”
All the animals said, “Not I.”
“Then I will do it myself,” said the little red hen. And she did.
Soon the scent of baked bread filled the kitchen. The little red
hen took the bread out of the oven. “Who will help me eat the
bread?” she asked.
All the animals said, “I will!”
“No, you will not!” said the little red hen. “I did all the work on
my own. I will eat the bread on my own, too.” And she did.
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Recognising Cause and Effect
4. The little red hen went to the
miller so she could
 buy some wheat.
 grind some wheat.
 find some wheat.
 cut some wheat.

Recalling Facts and Details
2. Who ate the bread?
 the dog
 the cat
 the hen
 the pig

Comparing and Contrasting
5. How are the other animals
different from the hen?
 They are lazy.
 They work hard.
 They are helpful.
 They do not like bread.

Understanding Sequence
3. The boxes show some things
that happened in the story.

Making Predictions
6. Predict what will happen the
next time the little red hen
makes bread.
 No one will want to help
her.
 All the animals will want
to help her.
 Only the dog and the cat
will want to help her.
 Only the pig will want to
help her.
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Finding Main Idea
1. The story tells mostly about
 how bread is made.
 different kinds of pets.
 animals that are hungry.
 a hen who gets no help.

The little
red hen cut
the wheat.

The little
red hen
made the
dough.

What belongs in the empty
box?
 The little red hen decided
to make bread.
 The little red hen baked
the bread.
 The little red hen went to
the miller.
 The little red hen took
the bread out of the oven.
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Understanding Author’s Purpose
10. The author probably wants
you to know that
 most animals are lazy.
 you should always share
with others.
 baking bread takes a lot
of work.
 you should help others if
you want them to share
with you.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. You can tell that flour is
made from
 wheat.
 bread.
 hens.
 dough.

Interpreting Figurative
Language
11. The little red hen says, “I
did all the work on my
own.” This means that
 she got some of the help
she needed.
 she asked the animals for
help.
 she did the work by herself.
 she did not really need
any help.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion
9. Which of these tells what
someone thinks or believes?
 The little red hen did all
the work herself.
 The little red hen did not
share her bread.
 The animals should have
helped the little red hen.
 The animals wanted to
help the little red hen eat
the bread.

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-believe
12. Which of these could really
happen?
 A pig eats bread.
 A hen bakes bread.
 A cat talks to a hen.
 A dog mixes dough.

©
SA Ha
M wk
PL er
E B
C row
O
PY nlo
w

Ed
uc

at

io
n

Finding Word Meaning in
Context
7. What is the best meaning for
the word scent ?
 “sound”
 “smell”
 “coin”
 “taste”
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Post Test 2

io
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Read this play called Turtle and Hare. Then answer questions about the
play. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

Hey, slow coach. Watch out!

I did not see you, Turtle.
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Watch out? You should slow down, Hare. You almost
knocked me over.
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You were running too fast. If you moved a little slower, you
would have seen me.
If I run any slower, I will not get to Frog’s birthday party on
time.
Sure you will. I am going to Frog’s birthday party. And I will
be on time.
You? You are too slow! You will never arrive by four o’clock!
I may be slow, but I will get to the party as fast as you.
Then I challenge you to a race. We shall see who gets to the
party first.
Okay, but I must warn you, I have a few tricks up my sleeve.
I will arrive at the party on time.
How will you do that?

That is my secret. Do you still want to race?
My stomach is beginning to growl. My mother told me never
to run on an empty stomach. Let’s race another day.
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Recognising Cause and Effect
4. Hare said that he could not
race because he was
 afraid.
 hungry.
 tired.
 late.

Recalling Facts and Details
2. Frog’s birthday party is at
 two o’clock.
 three o’clock.
 four o’clock.
 five o’clock.

Comparing and Contrasting
5. How are Hare and Turtle
alike?
 Both are too slow.
 Both are too fast.
 Both have a secret.
 Both are going to a party.
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Finding Main Idea
1. The play is mostly about
 a hare who wins a race.
 a birthday party for Frog.
 a turtle who talks a hare
out of a race.
 two friends who want to
get to a party on time.

Understanding Sequence
Making Predictions
3. Which of these happened
6. Which of these is likely to
first?
happen?
 Hare asked Turtle to race.
 Hare will be late for the
 Hare’s stomach began to
party.
growl.
 Hare will visit his mother.
 Hare said that Turtle was
 Turtle will be late for the
slow.
party.
 Hare almost knocked over
 Turtle will arrive at the
Turtle.
party on time.
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Post Test 3
Understanding Author’s
Purpose
10. The play was probably
written to
 explain why animals like
to run.
 get readers to hold their
own race.
 describe what tortoises
are like.
 entertain readers with a
story that is fun to read.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. You can tell that Hare
 is not really hungry.
 is not a fast runner.
 will not go to the party.
 does not have a present
for Frog.

Interpreting Figurative
Language
11. Turtle says, “I have a few
tricks up my sleeve.” This
means that Turtle
 is wearing a fancy shirt.
 will get to the party on
time.
 has a secret.
 is hiding Frog’s present.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion
9. Which of these tells a fact ?
 Frog is having a party.
 Turtle is very clever.
 Hare should never race
Turtle.
 Turtle is always in the
way.

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-believe
12. Which of these could not
really happen?
 A hare is hungry.
 A turtle is slow.
 A hare runs past a
tortoise.
 A frog has a birthday
party.
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Finding Word Meaning in
Context
7. The word empty means
 “sore”.
 “large”.
 “not filled”.
 “very heavy”.
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Post Test 3

io
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Read this story about beavers. Then answer questions about the story.
Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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the animal that is always busy working.

at

Have you ever been called a busy beaver? This name comes from
Beavers are furry animals with wide, flat tails. Their tail looks like
a paddle. Beavers have legs that are short and fat. Their front feet
have long claws. Beavers use their claws to dig up the roots of plants
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for food. The toes on their back feet are joined together, or webbed.
Their webbed feet help them swim underwater.
Beavers are found in

places with lots of trees
and water. They live in

one place until there is
no food left. Then they

find another place to live
where there are lots of
plants to eat.

Beavers cut down trees with their strong front teeth. They eat the

leaves and bark. Then they use the branches to build their homes.
Beavers build their homes above the water. A beaver home is called
a lodge. Beavers enter the lodge from under the water. They stay
warm and dry in the lodge when it is cold.

In autumn, beavers store lots of food under the water. When winter

comes, the water freezes. Beavers leave the lodges only when they
are hungry. Then beavers swim under the ice to get their food.
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Finding Main Idea
Recognising Cause and Effect
1. What is a good name for this 4. Beavers are good swimmers
story?
because
 “Beaver Facts”
 they have short legs.
 “What Is a Lodge?”
 they have webbed feet.
 “Beaver Homes”
 they live near water.
 “How Beavers Cut Trees”
 they have strong teeth.

Comparing and Contrasting
5. A beaver’s tail looks like
 a tree.
 a plant.
 a paddle.
 a foot.

Understanding Sequence
3. What do beavers do in the
autumn?
 They build new homes.
 They cut down trees.
 They swim under ice.
 They store food.

Making Predictions
6. Predict what a beaver will do
when it runs out of food.
 It will get ready for
winter.
 It will find a new place to
live.
 It will live under the
water.
 It will stay inside its
lodge.
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Recalling Facts and Details
2. Which of these is something
beavers do not eat?
 roots
 bark
 meat
 leaves
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Identifying Author’s Purpose
10. The story was written to
 tell a funny story.
 explain about beavers.
 describe a beaver’s home.
 tell where beavers are
found.
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Finding Word Meaning in
Context
7. You can tell that webbed
means
 “sharp”.
 “larger”.
 “good for swimming”.
 “joined together”.
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Drawing Conclusions and
Interpreting Figurative
Making Inferences
Language
8. You can guess that beavers
11. A person who is a busy
beaver is someone who
 like to live alone.
 do not like to be cold.
 is always working.
 do not live in dry places.
 lives near water.
 spend lots of time resting.
 likes to cut trees.
 is a good swimmer.

Distinguishing Between Real
Distinguishing Between Fact
and Make-Believe
and Opinion
9. Which of these is an opinion ? 12. Which of these could not
really happen?
 Beavers like to eat bark.
 A beaver cuts down a
 Beavers live in a family.
tree.
 Beavers are fun to watch.
 A beaver swims in a
 Beavers are found near
pond.
water.
 A beaver builds a cabin.
 A beaver stores food.
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Post Test 4
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Read this story Sarah wrote. Then answer questions about the story.
Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

Today was the best day ever. I got to spend the whole day with my

Ed
uc

mum. We went to the new theme park. There are over fifty rides. I
told mum I wanted to go on every one. She laughed. She said I would
have to pick just a few.
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First, we went on some slow rides. There was a train that took us
for a ride around a mountain. Mum liked this ride, but I thought it was
boring. Then we went on a ride called Day of the Dinosaur. The ride
takes you back to when dinosaurs roamed the earth. Even though
they weren’t real, the dinosaurs were scary. One came out of nowhere
and roared at us. Mum and I both screamed.
Next, we went on a boat ride where there were hungry sharks. The

sharks were not real. Still, when they jumped out of the water, Mum
and I both screamed again.

After that, we got some pretzels

and lemonade. Mum asked what I

wanted to do next. I pointed to the

roller-coaster. Mum does not like fast
rides. Still, she went on it with me.
Mum was the only one screaming

on this ride. When we got off, she

was holding her stomach. She said

that next time she would not eat until
after she rode the roller-coaster.
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Recognising Cause and Effect
4. Today was a special day for
Sarah because
 she got to see dinosaurs.
 she got to eat pretzels.
 she got to spend the
whole day with her mum.
 she got to go to a theme
park.

Recalling Facts and Details
2. How many rides are at the
new theme park?
 about five
 more than fifty
 less than four
 almost forty

Comparing and Contrasting
5. How are Sarah and Mum
different?
 Sarah scares easily, but
Mum does not.
 Sarah likes fast rides, but
Mum does not.
 Sarah likes theme parks,
but Mum does not.
 Sarah likes slow rides, but
Mum does not.

Understanding Sequence
3. What kind of ride did Sarah
and Mum go on first?
 a boat ride
 a dinosaur ride
 a roller-coaster ride
 a train ride

Making Predictions
6. What will Mum do the next
time she goes to the theme
park?
 Go on only slow rides.
 Eat only after she rides
the roller-coaster.
 Go on all the fast rides
she can.
 Tell Sarah to go on the
fast rides by herself.
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Finding Main Idea
1. The story tells mainly about
 a new theme park.
 the rides at a theme park.
 a girl’s day with her
mother.
 a girl who likes fast rides.
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Identifying Author’s Purpose
10. The story was written to
 explain about different
rides.
 get readers to go on a
roller-coaster.
 describe a new theme
park.
 tell an enjoyable story.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. Mum held her stomach
because she felt
 hungry.
 afraid.
 sick.
 excited.

Interpreting Figurative
Language
11. The words came out of
nowhere mean
 “came out suddenly”.
 “came out slowly”.
 “could not be seen”.
 “stayed hidden”.

Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion
9. Which of these tells what
someone thinks or feels?
 We went on some slow
rides.
 We went to the theme
park.
 I got to spend the whole
day with my mum.
 Today was the best day
ever.

Distinguishing Between Real
and Make-Believe
12. Which of these could not
really happen?
 A girl goes on a boat
ride.
 A girl sees farm animals.
 A girl rides on a train.
 A girl sees a real
dinosaur.
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Finding Word Meaning in
Context
7. You can tell that boring
means
 “special”.
 “very enjoyable”.
 “not much fun”.
 “not fast”.

52

CARS Plus Student Guide B CA12128 • 9781743305539 • © 2012 Hawker Brownlow Education

Post Test 5

at

Why Owls Have Short Necks
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Read this retelling of a Native American story. Then answer questions
about the story. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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Raweno is the one who makes everything, even animals. One
day, he was working on Rabbit. Rabbit said, “Please give me long
legs and long ears. I also want large fangs and
sharp claws.”
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Raweno had just finished making Rabbit’s hind

legs when he was bothered by Owl.

“Whoo, whoo. Give me a long neck,” said Owl.

“I also want keen eyes so that I can see a long
way.”

“Quiet,” said Raweno. “No one is supposed to watch me work.

Turn around and close your eyes.” Raweno had just begun to make
Rabbit’s front legs when he was bothered again.
“No one tells me what to do!” said Owl.
“I must teach you a lesson, Owl,” said Raweno. He walked over

to Owl and pushed down on his head. Then he pulled up on Owl’s
ears.

“Now you have ears big enough to listen when someone tells

you what to do,” said Raweno. “You also have a short neck so you
cannot watch things that you should not watch.”
Raweno went to finish Rabbit’s front legs. But Rabbit was gone.

He ran away frightened. To this day, only Rabbit’s back legs are long.
This is why Rabbit must hop about instead of running. And he is
always afraid for he never did get the fangs and claws he had asked
for. As for Owl, he remains just as Raweno made him that day.
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Recognising Cause and Effect
4. Raweno gave Owl big ears so
that
 Owl would look beautiful.
 Owl could use them to fly.
 Owl could hear all
sounds.
 Owl would listen to what
he was told.

Recalling Facts and Details
2. Which of these is something
Owl asked for?
 large fangs
 a long neck
 sharp claws
 long legs

Comparing and Contrasting
5. How was Rabbit different
from Owl?
 Rabbit asked for things
nicely.
 Rabbit got all that he
asked for.
 Rabbit did not ask for
anything.
 Rabbit was afraid to ask
for anything.

Understanding Sequence
3. The boxes show some things
that happened in the story.

Making Predictions
6. What will Owl probably do
the next time someone asks
him to be quiet?
 fly away
 keep talking
 stop talking
 stop listening
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Finding Main Idea
1. What is another good title
for this story?
 “The Frightened Rabbit”
 “Why Rabbits Hop”
 “The Story of Raweno”
 “Why Some Animals
Have No Claws”

Raweno
was
bothered by
Owl.

Raweno
asked Owl
to be quiet.

What belongs in the empty
box?

 Rabbit ran away.
 Raweno pushed down on
Owl’s head.
 Rabbit asked for long legs.
 Owl said, “No one tells
me what to do!”
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Understanding Author’s
Purpose
10. The story was probably told to
 describe what owls look
like.
 tell how animals are
made.
 get readers to feel sorry
for rabbits.
 explain why owls look
the way they do.

Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences
8. Owl might have gotten what
he wanted if he
 helped Raweno with his
work.
 did what Raweno asked.
 asked Rabbit for help.
 bothered Raweno a little
more.

Interpreting Figurative
Language
11. Raweno says, “I must teach
you a lesson, Owl.” What
does Raweno mean?
 You are bothering me!
 You are too loud!
 Turn around!
 Leave this room!

©
SA Ha
M wk
PL er
E B
C row
O
PY nlo
w

Ed
uc

at

io
n

Finding Word Meaning in
Context
7. Owl asked for keen eyes. The
word keen means
 “great in size”.
 “used only at night”.
 “pleasing to look at”.
 “able to see well”.

Distinguishing Between Fact
Distinguishing Between Real
and Opinion
and Make-believe
9. Which of these is an opinion ? 12. Which of these could really
happen?
 Owl was bothering
Raweno.
 A rabbit asks for fangs.
 Raweno was working on
 An owl asks for a long
Rabbit.
neck.
 Owl acted like a pest.
 A rabbit is frightened.
 Rabbit wanted long legs.
 An owl stops talking.

You have now completed Post Tests 1–5. Go to
page 60. Complete Self-assessment 2.
© 2012 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781743305539 • CARS Plus Student Guide B CA12128

55

©
SA Ha
M wk
PL er
E B
C row
O
PY nlo
w
io
n

at

Ed
uc

© 2012 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781743305539 • CARS Plus Student Guide B CA12128

57

Drawing Conclusions and Making
Inferences

RM = Distinguishing Between Real and
Make-believe

FL = Interpreting Figurative Language

AP = Identifying Author’s Purpose

FO = Distinguishing Between Fact and
Opinion

CI =

MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Pretest 4

MP = Making Predictions

WM = Finding Word Meaning in Context

Date:

MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Pretest 1

CC = Comparing and Contrasting

CE = Recognising Cause and Effect

US = Understanding Sequence

FD = Recalling Facts and Details

MI =

Key
Finding Main Idea

Class ________________________

Teacher ______________________

Name _______________________

Comprehensive Assessment
of Reading Strategies, Book B
Pretest Answer Form

Date:















































































MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Pretest 3

Date:
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MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Pretest 5

Date:

MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Pretest 2

Date:
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Cut along the dotted line.



























Self-assessment 1
Date:
Student’s Name:
Teacher’s Name:

2. I remembered what I read.
3. I understood all the questions.
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4. It was easy to choose my answers.

No

Ed
uc

1. I understood the reading passages.

Sometimes

at

Yes

io
n

Think about your work on Pretests 1–5. Then complete the chart.

Think about the answers you chose.
How well do you think you did on Pretests 1–5?
great

good

could be better

Complete each sentence.
I could have done a better job on the Pretests if

I will work on improving
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Drawing Conclusions and Making
Inferences

RM = Distinguishing Between Real and
Make-believe

FL = Interpreting Figurative Language

AP = Identifying Author’s Purpose

FO = Distinguishing Between Fact and
Opinion

CI =

MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Post Test 4

MP = Making Predictions

WM = Finding Word Meaning in Context

Date:

MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Post Test 1

CC = Comparing and Contrasting

CE = Recognising Cause and Effect

US = Understanding Sequence

FD = Recalling Facts and Details

MI =

Key
Finding Main Idea

Class ________________________

Teacher ______________________

Name _______________________

Comprehensive Assessment
of Reading Strategies, Book B
Post Test Answer Form

Date:















































































MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Post Test 3

Date:
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MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Post Test 5

Date:

MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Post Test 2

Date:
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Cut along the dotted line.



























Self-assessment 2
Date:
Student’s Name:
Teacher’s Name:

2. I remembered what I read.
3. I understood all the questions.
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4. It was easy to choose my answers.

No

Ed
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1. I understood the reading passages.

Sometimes

at

Yes

io
n

Think about your work on Pretests 1–5. Then complete the chart.

Think about the answers you chose.
How well do you think you did on Pretests 1–5?
great

good

could be better

Complete each sentence.
I could have done a better job on the Pretests if

I will work on improving
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Drawing Conclusions and Making
Inferences

RM = Distinguishing Between Real and
Make-believe

FL = Interpreting Figurative Language

AP = Identifying Author’s Purpose

FO = Distinguishing Between Fact and
Opinion

CI =

MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Benchmark 4

MP = Making Predictions

WM = Finding Word Meaning in Context

Date:

MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Benchmark 1

CC = Comparing and Contrasting

CE = Recognising Cause and Effect

US = Understanding Sequence

FD = Recalling Facts and Details

MI =

Key
Finding Main Idea

Class ________________________

Teacher ______________________

Name _______________________

Comprehensive Assessment
of Reading Strategies, Book B
Benchmark Answer Form

Date:















































































MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Benchmark 3

Date:
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MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Benchmark 5

Date:

MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Benchmark 2

Date:
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12 Reading Strategies Practised in Book B
□ Finding Main Idea

□ Recalling Facts and Details
□ Understanding Sequence

□ Recognising Cause and Effect
□ Comparing and Contrasting
□ Making Predictions

□ Finding Word Meaning in Context

□ Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences
□ Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion
□ Identifying Author’s Purpose

□ Interpreting Figurative Language

□ Distinguishing Between Real and Make-believe
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