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THE

What is Comprehensive Assessment of
Reading Strategies (CARS Plus Series)?
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading Strategies is a
diagnostic reading series that allows you to identify
and assess a student’s level of mastery for each of 12
reading strategies (8 strategies in Book A, 6 strategies
in Books P and AA).

What is in the CARS Plus student book?

•

•

•

Information for the Teacher
Suggestions and instructions for using
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies effectively in the classroom.
Research Summary
A summary of the research that supports the
CARS Plus Series is included in the teacher
guide.
Understanding the Strategies
This four-page reproducible can be used with
students as a skill-review summary. It can also
be used to reinforce the strategies practised in
the student book.
Teacher Assessments
Teachers complete the assessments after the
students have completed all 5 Pretests and then
again after all 5 Post Tests.
Class Performance Chart
This reproducible is for recording class results
for the Pretests and Post Tests.
Completed Answer Forms
Teachers use the completed Answer Forms to
easily correct the tests.

Pretests, Benchmarks, Post Tests
Each of the 15 tests provides a reading passage
and 12 selected-response questions in Books
B–H, 8 selected-response questions in Book A
and 6 selected-response questions in Books P
and AA. The reading passages showcase a
variety of literary genres. Each question focuses
on a specific reading strategy. All of these tests
assess the same strategies.
Self-assessment Forms
Students complete Self-assessment 1 after
completing all 5 Pretests and Self-assessment 2
after completing all 5 Post Tests.
Answer Forms
Students use the Answer Forms to record their
answers.

•

•

•
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•

What is in the CARS Plus teacher guide?
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This ten-level program is designed for students in
years P to 8. Comprehensive Assessment of
Reading Strategies helps teachers place students in
Strategies to Achieve Reading Success (STARS
Plus Series) for reading instruction and
remediation.

TEACHER

•

•

In Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies, Book C, students practise the following
12 reading strategies:
• Finding Main Idea
• Recalling Facts and Details
• Understanding Sequence
• Recognising Cause and Effect
• Comparing and Contrasting
• Making Predictions
• Finding Word Meaning in Context
• Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences
• Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion
• Identifying Author’s Purpose
• Interpreting Figurative Language
• Distinguishing Between Real and Make-believe

What is the difference between the
Pretests, the Post Tests and the
Benchmarks?
The 5 Pretests and the 5 Post Tests are designed to
assess mastery. The length of the reading passages
and the number of questions are the same in each
of these ten tests. The passages in the Pretests
and Post Tests are each one page, followed by
one question for each strategy. Since each test
contains only one strategy-specific question, it is
important to administer all of the five Pretests in
order to assess a student’s overall performance and
all of the five Post Tests to determine a student’s
overall progress. Administering multiple tests, and
compiling the results, provides reliable information
about each strategy.
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The passages in the Benchmarks are two pages.
The Benchmarks allow you to assess how well
the students apply strategies to longer reading
passages. The Benchmarks are meant to be used
as individual progress-monitoring tools to monitor
progress in applying multiple reading strategies to
a passage.

How much time is required to complete
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies?
•

•

When should I use the CARS Plus Series
in the classroom?
•

You can adjust these suggested times as needed to
accommodate your daily schedule of instruction.
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Students complete the tests in the CARS Plus
Series in the following manner:
• Pretests: To get accurate results, administer
all 5 Pretests within a five-day period at the
beginning of the school year.
• Benchmarks: The 5 Benchmarks are progressmonitoring tools and may be completed at
any time after the Pretests and before the
Post Tests. Space out the administration of
the Benchmarks to best meet your classroom
needs.
• Post Tests: To get accurate results, administer
all 5 Post Tests within a five-day period.

Each of the 5 Pretests and each of the 5 Post
Tests require 45 minutes for completion,
correction and discussion.
Self-assessments 1 and 2 each require about
20 minutes for completion. Students should
complete self-assessments no more than one or
two days after completion of Pretests 1–5 and
Post Tests 1–5.
Each of the 5 Benchmarks requires 60 minutes
for completion, correction and discussion.

How do I use the CARS Plus Series with
the STARS Plus Series?

Students must record their answers on the
appropriate Answer Form that appears in the
student book. The Answer Form for the Pretests is
on page 57, Post Tests is on page 59 and
Benchmarks is on page 61. Ask students to detach
the form and fill in the personal-information
section.
Next to each item number on the Answer Form is
an abbreviation that identifies the strategy. Once
you have a student’s completed Answer Form, total
the number of correct responses for each strategy.
Then transfer these totals to the appropriate
teacher assessment to begin the assessment process.
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Because Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies is a diagnostic tool, you can determine
areas where an individual student needs
improvement.
• Pretests: Use the results of the Pretests to
identify areas of strength and weakness and to
place students in Strategies to Achieve Reading
Success, the instructional companion of the
CARS Plus Series.
• Benchmarks: Use the Benchmarks to evaluate
students’ needs and monitor progress in
applying multiple reading strategies to a
passage.
• Post Tests: Use the Post Tests to assess
mastery of the strategies taught in the STARS
Plus Series.

Where do students record their answers?

What is the correction procedure?
For the Pretests and Post Tests, correct the tests
after students have completed all 5 tests. For the
Benchmarks, correct each test immediately
following its completion. For the best results,
correct each test orally with students. Explain
concepts that students may not fully understand.
Discuss why correct answer choices are correct and
why the remaining choices are not correct.
If possible, elicit from students their reasoning for
choosing an incorrect answer. Incorrect answer
choices often include a variety of
misunderstandings about the question. Discussing
why choices are correct and incorrect will help
students review and clarify how they approached a
particular strategy.
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What forms of student assessment are
featured in the CARS Plus Series and how
do I use them?

What forms of teacher assessment are
featured in the CARS Plus Series and how
do I use them?

In addition to the reading passages and strategybased questions, Comprehensive Assessment of
Reading Strategies contains two student selfassessments.

Teacher Assessments

Students become more successful in reading when
they assess their own performance against known
standards. Student self-assessment also helps
teachers gain insight into a student’s measure of
performance. Difficulties that a student experiences
are often revealed through self-assessment. Selfassessment focuses students on the process of
performance rather than the end result.

Teacher Assessments help facilitate individualised
instruction in the classroom. For example, by using
the results of student assessments and your teacher
assessments, reading groups are easily established
for instruction with the STARS Plus Series. You
will be able to determine how to organise student
groups based on reading level and mastery over
specific reading strategies.

For example, in the CARS Plus self-assessments,
students see how well they recognise and apply
reading strategies, rather than focus on how many
responses are correct or incorrect. Therefore, the
self-assessments become a valuable tool for both
student and teacher.

The purposes of the teacher assessments are to
• identify an individual student’s areas of
strength and weakness when applying a reading
strategy.
• determine in which specific areas, if any,
remediation is needed.

There are 2 self-assessments in the student book.
One student self-assessment is completed after all
5 Pretests and the second student self-assessment is
completed after all 5 Post Tests.

TEACHER A SSESSMENT 1
(reproducible on page 11 of teacher guide)
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Student Assessments

There are 3 teacher assessments. These 3
assessments are completed for each student after
they have completed Pretests 1–5 and Post Tests
1–5.

Sa
m

This assessment is completed using the student’s
corrected Answer Form. This assessment reveals
a student’s performance for each of the reading
strategies.

SELF-ASSESSMENTS 1 AND 2
(pages 58 and 60 of student book)

Students complete Self-assessment 1 after
Pretests 1–5 have been corrected and discussed.
Arrange one-on-one conferencing to discuss
students’ responses to Self-assessment 1 before
continuing with the Benchmarks. Help students
identify their strengths and weaknesses and provide
instruction for a specific strategy, if needed.
Students complete Self-assessment 2 after Post
Tests 1–5 have been corrected and discussed.
Answers to the questions on the self-assessment
require thoughtful, written responses. The
questions are carefully constructed to help students
• analyse their performance.
• determine areas in which they are experiencing
difficulty.
• describe any difficulties they are having.
• rate their performance for completing the tests.

TEACHER A SSESSMENT 2
(reproducible on page 12 of teacher guide)
This assessment is completed using Teacher
Assessment 1. Using the data from Teacher
Assessment 1, you create a bar graph that provides
a visual comparison of a student’s level of mastery
for each of the reading strategies.
TEACHER A SSESSMENT 3
(reproducible on page 13 of teacher guide)
This assessment is completed using Teacher
Assessments 1 and 2. Using the data from these
assessments, you are able to provide a review of
a student’s overall strengths and weaknesses, as
well as provide an analysis of those areas that
need improvement. This analysis allows you to
document what action will be taken – remediation
or further instruction – to help the student achieve
mastery as well as document the student’s progress
after those steps have been taken.
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What should I do with the completed
student self-assessments, teacher
assessments and the Answer Forms?
The completed student self-assessments, teacher
assessments and the Answer Forms may be placed
in the student’s portfolio for review by reading
specialists, administrators or another teacher. As a
student works through Comprehensive Assessment
of Reading Strategies, the portfolio allows teachers
and parents to see the student’s growth and
performance over time.

What is the CARS Plus/STARS Plus/
Extensions Collection?
Step 1. Diagnose and Benchmark
Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies allows you to identify and assess
a student’s level of mastery for each of
12 reading strategies in Books B–H,
8 strategies in Book A and 6 strategies in
Books P and AA.
Step 2. Instruction
Strategies to Achieve Reading Success
provides scaffolded instruction – modelled
instruction, guided practice and
independent practice – that supports
student success with the strategies assessed
in Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies.

How do I record results for the entire class
on the Class Performance Chart?
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After students have completed each Pretest and
Post Test, record the number of correct responses
to the strategy-based questions for your entire class
on the reproducible Class Performance Chart, on
page 14 of the teacher guide. Tick off the
appropriate box to indicate if the chart represents
data collected from Pretests 1–5 or Post Tests 1–5.

Extensions in Reading Series reinforces,
extends and applies concepts developed in
Strategies to Achieve Reading Success with
more sophisticated elements: graphic
organisers, longer passages, paired
selections and models.
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For each student, record the number of correct
responses (out of 5) for each strategy. Then total
the responses to determine the overall number of
correct responses (out of 60 for Books B–H, out of
40 for Book A, out of 30 for Books P and AA) for
each student. Using the Class Performance Chart
in this way provides an opportunity to evaluate
classroom progress over time.

Step 3. Ensure Mastery for On-Level Students

What should I do if students are having
difficulty understanding specific strategy
questions?

You may want to pause and focus on the question
types and strategies before students move on to the
next lesson. Understanding the Strategies, on
pages 7–10, is a useful reproducible tool for
instructing students on how to answer a strategybased question.
Make a copy of Understanding the Strategies for
each student. Take the students, as a class, through
a lesson they have already completed.

Read the reading passage aloud or enlist a student
volunteer to read it. Then discuss each strategybased question and the answer choices, referring to
the strategy descriptions in Understanding the
Strategies. As student volunteers answer each
question, explain why an answer choice is correct, as
well as why the remaining choices are not correct.
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• Finding Main Idea
The main idea of a reading passage is a sentence that tells what the
passage is mostly about. Questions about main idea might ask you to
find what a passage is mostly about or mainly about. The questions
might also ask you to choose the best title for a passage. When
answering a question about main idea, ask yourself, What is the passage
mostly about? Then choose your answer.
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• Recalling Facts and Details
Every reading passage contains facts and details. The facts and details
tell more about the main idea. Questions about facts and details ask you
about something that was stated in the passage. To answer a question
about a fact or detail, look back to the passage to find the answer.

• Understanding Sequence
Sometimes, a passage is told in order, or sequence. Different things
happen at the beginning, middle and ending of a passage. Questions
about sequence ask you to remember and put events or details in order.
Questions about sequence often contain key words such as first, then,
last, after or before.
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• Recognising Cause and Effect
A cause is something that happens. An effect is something that
happens because of the cause. Read this sentence: “I forgot to set
my alarm clock, so I was late for school.” The cause of being late for
school was forgetting to set the alarm clock. The effect of forgetting to
set the alarm clock is being late for school. Questions about cause and
effect usually begin with the key words why, what happened or because.
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• Comparing and Contrasting
Some questions ask you to find how two things are alike or different.
This is called compare and contrast, or finding likenesses and
differences. Questions that ask you to compare or contrast usually
contain key words such as most like, different, alike or similar.

• Making Predictions
A prediction is something you think will happen in the future.
Questions about predictions ask what will probably or most likely
happen next. You will not find the answer to these questions in the
passage. But there are clues you can use from the passage to make a
good guess about what might happen next.
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• Finding Word Meaning in Context
Sometimes when you read, you find a word whose meaning you do not
know. Often you can tell the meaning of the word by the way the
word is used in the sentence. This is called understanding word
meaning in context. Questions about meaning in context ask you to
find the meaning of a word that may not be familiar to you. If you
have trouble choosing an answer for a question like this, try each
answer choice in the sentence where the word appears in the passage.
See which answer choice makes the most sense.
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• Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences
When you read, many times you must figure out things on your own.
The author doesn’t always tell you everything. For example, you might
read these sentences: “The moon cast an eerie glow in Jake’s room.
Suddenly, he saw a shadow by the window. Jake sat up in bed, frozen
with fear.” From what the author has written, you can tell that it is
probably night-time, because the moon is out and Jake is in bed.
Questions about drawing conclusions often contain the key words you
can tell or probably.

• Distinguishing Between Fact and Opinion
Questions about facts and opinions ask you to find which statements
are fact statements and which statements are opinion statements.
Remember, a fact is something that is true. An opinion tells how a
person feels about something. Facts can be proven. Opinions cannot.
Statements that are opinions often contain key words such as most, best,
nicest and greatest.
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• Identifying Author’s Purpose
Questions about author’s purpose ask you why the author wrote the
passage. Most authors write for one of these reasons: to persuade (make
someone want to do something), to give information, to describe or to
entertain. You can remember these four reasons by remembering
P.I.D.E. – P for persuade, I for information, D for description and E
for entertain.
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• Interpreting Figurative Language
Sometimes, writers use words in such a way that their meaning is
different from their usual meaning. For example, someone who has
told a secret might say, “I spilled the beans.” This is an example of
figurative language. These words do not mean that the person actually
spilled some beans. These words mean “I didn’t mean to tell the
secret.”

• Distinguishing Between Real and Make-believe
Some things in passages could happen. These things are real. Some
things in passages could not really happen. These things are makebelieve. Questions about real and make-believe ask you to find things
that could happen or things that could not happen. These questions
often contain the key words could really happen or could not really
happen.
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Pretest 1
Read this email written by Carl. Then answer questions about the email.
Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.

To: cherieb@gab.123
From: Carlj@chat.abc
Subject: Family barbecue
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Hi Cherie,
My family had its annual barbecue last Saturday. Every year my aunts,
uncles and cousins gather at our house. We eat, play games and have
fun.
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My youngest cousins are twins. They both will be one year old in a few
days. Everyone made a big fuss over them. They had never seen them
before. I didn’t see the big deal. It’s not like they can talk or anything.
They don’t even look alike. I thought twins at least did that. My mother
was the worst. “They are so cute!” she kept saying. Ugh!

I have never seen so much food. Uncle Joseph made the best salsa. It
was hot and spicy. Aunt Maria made tacos. I helped grill the tortillas.
Then we filled them with hot meat and vegetables. They were so good.
The best part of the day was when we played football after we ate
lunch. Uncle Mark was on my team. My sister was on the other team.
She played better than I did, but our team still won. Every time we
scored a goal we yelled and cheered. Aunt Sarah got upset because we
made lots of noise. She always complains about something. “Pipe
down!” she kept saying.
Next, we had a huge birthday cake for the twins. Everyone sang “Happy
Birthday”. My grandfather said he had a headache from all the singing.
He disappeared without even waiting for cake.
That’s all my news. How is your summer going? Did you go to Sydney to
visit your family? Write to me soon.
Your friend,
Carl
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Recognising Cause and Effect
4. Grandfather left the party because
 he was tired.
 he ate too much cake.
 he had a headache.
 he didn’t want any cake.
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Finding Main Idea
1. What is the email mostly about?
 a favourite cousin
 a family event
 a football game
 a trip to Sydney

Comparing and Contrasting
5. How are the twins different?
 They are not the same age.
 They do not have the same
birthday.
 They are not the same size.
 They do not look alike.
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Recalling Facts and Details
2. Who was on Carl’s football team?
 Uncle Joseph
 Aunt Maria
 Uncle Mark
 Aunt Sarah

Understanding Sequence
3. Which of these happened first?
 Everyone ate lunch.
 Carl played football.
 Aunt Sarah got upset.
 Everyone sang.

Making Predictions
6. What will Aunt Sarah probably do
at next year’s family barbecue?
 play football with Carl
 find something to complain
about
 say nice things to everyone
 make lots of noise
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Identifying Author’s Purpose
10. Why did the author probably use
an email to tell about Carl and his
family?
 The author wanted readers to
learn how to write an email.
 The author wanted readers to
reply to the email.
 The author wanted readers to
write a story about Carl.
 The author wanted to use a
different way to tell a story.
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Finding Word Meaning in Context
7. In the email, the word annual
means
 “happening each month”.
 “happening now and then”.
 “happening each year”.
 “happening once a week”.

Interpreting Figurative Language
11. The phrase pipe down means
 “make noise”.
 “take a seat”.
 “be quiet”.
 “go away”.
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Drawing Conclusions and Making
Inferences
8. What did Carl probably enjoy most?
 playing football
 seeing the twins
 making tortillas
 eating cake

Distinguishing Between Fact and
Opinion
9. Which of these is a fact?
 They are so cute!
 My youngest cousins are twins.
 I have never seen so much
food.
 Uncle Joseph made the best
salsa.

Distinguishing Between Real and
Make-believe
12. Which of these events could not
happen at the barbecue?
 People cook lots of food.
 A grandfather disappears right
before everyone’s eyes.
 People pay lots of attention to
the twins.
 Uncle Mark and Carl play
football.
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Benchmark 1
Read this folktale from Africa. Then answer questions about the folktale.
Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
The Hungry Spider
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Spider was always hungry. He was also the most greedy animal in the
jungle. The animals in the jungle knew that when it was mealtime, Spider
had many tricks. And for Spider, it was always mealtime.
One day, Turtle left his home in the pond and went on a long journey.
He finally arrived at Spider’s house. They had never met each other
before. Spider reluctantly invited Turtle to stay for dinner. Spider liked
strangers because they had interesting stories to tell. But he hated feeding
them because they ate food that he wanted for himself.
“Turtle,” said Spider, “you must be tired after your long trip. Go down to
the river and refresh yourself. I’ll prepare our dinner while you are gone.”
Turtle followed the trail to the water’s edge and scrambled in. It was
good to cool down and feel clean again. He crawled out of the river and
hurried back to Spider’s house. Delicious odours filled the air. It was time
to eat!
Turtle saw the food on the table. “Thank you for inviting me to dinner.”
“You are most welcome,” said Spider with a frown. “But in this part of
the jungle, we do not sit at the table with muddy feet.”
Turtle looked at his feet. Indeed, they were muddy. He was most
embarrassed. He walked back to the river to wash them off. He dried them
on the grass and hurried back to Spider. But he was too late. Spider had
eaten all the food. Turtle was disappointed, but, being polite, he held his
tongue. He slept hungry that night and left for home in the morning even
hungrier.
Several months later, Spider went on a long journey. He arrived at
Turtle’s house and asked if he could spend the night.
“Of course,” said Turtle. “I remember how good you were to me.”
“I’m famished!” exclaimed Spider. “Could we eat right away?”
“I will dive to the bottom of the pond and prepare a feast,” said Turtle.
“Wait here. I’ll call you when all is ready.” Turtle gathered his best-
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tasting food and set it on a long table at the bottom of the pond. Then
he swam to the surface and said, “Please join me, Spider. Dinner is
served.”
Spider leapt into the water and tried to dive down. But he weighed so
little. He could not stay under the water, let alone swim to the bottom.
Turtle had already started to eat. Spider kicked and jerked and splashed
with all of his strength. Still, he stayed at the surface.
Turtle swam to the surface and said, “Spider, come down and enjoy the
meal.”
Spider ran back to shore and picked up several heavy pebbles. He
stuffed them into his coat pocket to weigh himself down. Spider hopped
back into the pond and sank quickly to the bottom. The food was half
gone, but what was left looked delicious. He started to take a big bite
when Turtle said, “Spider, in this part of the jungle, we do not eat with our
coats on.”
Spider did not want to be impolite. So he slipped out of his coat and
reached for another morsel of food. But before he could grab hold of it, he
bobbed to the surface like a cork! Spider watched Turtle on the bottom of
the pond eating the rest of the food.
It is said that one kindness deserves another.
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Recognising Cause and Effect
4. Spider put pebbles into his coat
pocket because he wanted to
 learn to swim.
 hide them from Turtle.
 weigh himself down.
 bob in the water.

Recalling Facts and Details
2. Where does the folktale take place?
 in the forest
 in the jungle
 in a meadow
 in the country

Comparing and Contrasting
5. When Spider bobbed in the water,
he looked like a
 fish.
 cork.
 pebble.
 top.

Understanding Sequence
3. The boxes show some things that
happened in the folktale.

Making Predictions
6. Predict what would have happened
if Spider had shared his dinner with
Turtle.
 Turtle would not have left the
following morning.
 Turtle would have asked Spider
to visit him.
 Turtle would not have let
Spider stay with him later.
 Turtle would have shared his
dinner with Spider.
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Finding Main Idea
1. What is the folktale mostly about?
 a spider who does not know
how to swim
 a spider and a turtle who
become unlikely friends
 a spider who is treated the same
way he treated a turtle
 a spider who is unfriendly
toward a turtle

Turtle dived
to the bottom of the
pond and
prepared a
feast.

Turtle told
Spider that
it was bad
manners to
eat with his
coat on.

What belongs in the empty box?
 Spider stuffed heavy pebbles
into his coat pocket.
 Spider tried to dive down to
the bottom of the pond.
 Spider watched Turtle eat the
rest of the food.
 Spider asked Turtle if they
could eat right away.
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Identifying Author’s Purpose
10. The folktale was written in order
to
 entertain readers with a story
that teaches a lesson.
 get readers to learn more
about spiders.
 inform readers about the
eating habits of spiders and
turtles.
 describe the kind of
adventures that spiders and
turtles have.

pl
e

Finding Word Meaning in Context
7. The folktale says that Spider
reluctantly asked Turtle to dinner.
This means that Spider
 was afraid of what Turtle
might do.
 did not want to be greedy.
 did not really want to have
dinner with Turtle.
 was not sure that he should
trust Turtle.

Interpreting Figurative Language
11. In the folktale, the phrase held his
tongue means that Turtle
 spoke softly.
 said nothing.
 felt thirsty.
 grew weary.

Distinguishing Between Fact and
Opinion
9. Which of these is an opinion?
 Spider enjoyed talking to
strangers.
 Spider invited Turtle to stay for
dinner.
 Spider was the most greedy
animal in the jungle.
 Spider asked if he could spend
the night at Turtle’s.

Distinguishing Between Real and
Make-believe
12. Which of these could really
happen?
 A turtle cooks a meal on the
bottom of a pond.
 A spider and a turtle become
friends.
 A spider takes off his coat.
 A turtle dives to the bottom
of a pond.
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Drawing Conclusions and Making
Inferences
8. Spider probably asked Turtle to
dinner only because Spider wanted
to
 make a new friend.
 play a trick on Turtle.
 hear interesting stories.
 steal food from Turtle.
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Post Test 1
Read this folktale from Puerto Rico. Then answer questions about the
folktale. Choose the best answer for Numbers 1 to 12.
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Long ago there lived an old woman and an
old man. They lived high on a hill in a straw
hut. Together they shared a vegetable garden.
They grew lettuce, tomatoes, radishes, peppers,
pumpkins and corn. They spent hours talking
about their garden. Every morning, the old man
would go to the window and look out at the
garden. Then he would say to his wife, “Maria,
look at my lettuce. There is nothing in the garden
like it.”
Then Maria would run to the window and say, “Ramón, look at my corn
and my radishes. Such beautiful colours! They are fit for a king.”
One morning, when Ramón went to the window, he saw an animal
eating his lettuce. He called to his wife. “There is a billy goat eating our
vegetables!”
Ramón ran outside. “Please, Señor Billy Goat, do not eat up our garden,”
he said. “You are young and strong. You can find food somewhere else. But
we are old and frail.” The billy goat ran after Ramón with horns set. Ramón
ran inside the hut just in time. Suddenly, something stung Ramón’s ear. It
was a little black ant.
“I have come to help you,” said the ant.
“How can you help us?” asked Maria. “You are so small.”
“I can make Señor Billy Goat go away. All I want in return is a sack of
sugar for my family.” Maria and Ramón agreed.
The ant went out to the garden. She climbed up the goat’s leg and bit
him on the ear. “Ouch!” cried the goat. Next, the ant crawled up and down
the goat’s back, stinging all the way. The goat thought he was covered
with ants. He rolled around on the ground to shake them off. He forgot
that he was on a hill. Soon the goat rolled far away.
Ramón and Maria thanked the little ant and gave her two sacks of
sugar. And they never saw the billy goat again.
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Recognising Cause and Effect
4. What happened when Ramón asked
the goat to go away?
 The goat chased Ramón.
 The goat left and never
returned.
 The goat continued eating the
vegetables.
 The goat ran into the hut.

Recalling Facts and Details
2. Which of these was not growing in
the vegetable garden?
 radishes
 lettuce
 corn
 carrots

Comparing and Contrasting
5. A hut is most like a
 shed.
 farm.
 shack.
 tent.
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Finding Main Idea
1. The folktale is mostly about
 the foods that a billy goat likes
to eat.
 an ant that likes to sting other
animals.
 an ant that solves a problem.
 an old man and an old woman
who grow a vegetable garden.

Understanding Sequence
3. The boxes show some things that
happened in the folktale.
The ant
offered to
help.

The ant
went out to
the garden.

What belongs in the empty box?
 Ramón and Maria gave the ant
what she asked for.
 The ant stung Ramón’s ear.
 The goat thought he was
covered with ants.
 The ant stung Señor Billy Goat’s
ear.

Making Predictions
6. The next time they see a goat in
their garden, Ramón and Maria will
 ask the goat to leave.
 call for the little black ant.
 bite the goat on the ear.
 give up their garden to the goat.
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Identifying Author’s Purpose
10. The main purpose of the folktale
is to
 describe vegetable gardens.
 explain about billy goats.
 show that even little friends
can be a big help.
 try to get readers to plant a
vegetable garden.
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Finding Word Meaning in Context
7. The word frail means
 “brave”.
 “strong”.
 “weak”.
 “young”.

Interpreting Figurative Language
11. The phrase fit for a king means
that the vegetables were
 grown in a castle.
 good enough for an
important person.
 ready to harvest.
 grown especially for a king.

Distinguishing Between Fact and
Opinion
9. Which of these is an opinion?
 “I have come to help you.”
 “Such beautiful colours!”
 “Maria, look at my lettuce.”
 “There is a billy goat eating
our vegetables!”

Distinguishing Between Real and
Make-believe
12. You know that the folktale did not
really happen because
 goats do not like vegetables.
 ants do not sting people.
 people do not live in straw
huts.
 ants cannot talk to people.
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Drawing Conclusions and Making
Inferences
8. You can tell that
 Maria and Ramón gave the ant
more than she asked for.
 the ant lived in a crack in the
wall.
 the goat caused problems for
lots of other people.
 the goat ate all of the
vegetables in the garden.

Copyright © 2013 by Hawker Brownlow Education. CAT055 All rights reserved. Reprinted from CARS PLUS Sampler Level C. Melbourne, Vic: Hawker
Brownlow Education, www.hbe.com.au. To the extent not permitted by Part VB of the Copyright Act 1968, and subject to the terms of use for this resource, the purchaser of this resource may photocopy this page for their teaching purposes. Reproduction authorised only for use in the school site that has
purchased the book.

Copyright © 2013 by Hawker Brownlow Education. CAT055 All rights reserved. Reprinted from CARS PLUS Sampler Level C. Melbourne, Vic: Hawker
Brownlow Education, www.hbe.com.au. To the extent not permitted by Part VB of the Copyright Act 1968, and subject to the terms of use for this resource, the purchaser of this resource may photocopy this page for their teaching purposes. Reproduction authorised only for use in the school site that has
purchased the book.

RM = Distinguishing Between Real and
Make-believe

FL = Interpreting Figurative
Language

AP = Identifying Author’s Purpose

FO = Distinguishing Between Fact
and Opinion

CI = Drawing Conclusions and
Making Inferences

WM = Finding Word Meaning
in Context

MP = Making Predictions

CC = Comparing and Contrasting

CE = Recognising Cause and Effect

US = Understanding Sequence

FD = Recalling Facts and Details

Key
MI = Finding Main Idea

Class __________________________

Pretest 1
MI
1.
FD
2.
US
3.
CE
4.
CC
5.
MP
6.
WM 7.
CI
8.
FO
9.
AP 10.
FL 11.
RM 12.





















































Benchmark 1
MI
1.  
FD
2.  
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10.  
FL 11.  
RM 12.  

Date:

pl
e

Sa
m

Teacher ________________________

Name __________________________

Comprehensive Assessment
of Reading Strategies, Book C
Sampler Book Answer Form

Date:


























Post Test
MI
1.
FD
2.
US
3.
CE
4.
CC
5.
MP
6.
WM 7.
CI
8.
FO
9.
AP 10.
FL 11.
RM 12.

Date:
3



















































Copyright © 2013 by Hawker Brownlow Education. CAT055 All rights reserved. Reprinted from CARS PLUS Sampler Level C. Melbourne, Vic: Hawker
Brownlow Education, www.hbe.com.au. To the extent not permitted by Part VB of the Copyright Act 1968, and subject to the terms of use for this resource, the purchaser of this resource may photocopy this page for their teaching purposes. Reproduction authorised only for use in the school site that has
purchased the book.

Key

= Drawing Conclusions and Making
Inferences

= Interpreting Figurative Language

RM = Distinguishing Between Real and
Make-believe

FL

AP = Identifying Author’s Purpose

FO = Distinguishing Between Fact and
Opinion

CI

WM = Finding Word Meaning in Context

MP = Making Predictions

CC = Comparing and Contrasting

CE = Recognising Cause and Effect

US = Understanding Sequence

FD = Recalling Facts and Details

Pretest 1
MI
1.
FD
2.
US
3.
CE
4.
CC
5.
MP
6.
WM 7.
CI
8.
FO
9.
AP 10.
FL 11.
RM 12.
 
● 
 
● 
 ●
 
● 
 
 
 ●
● 
 

Benchmark 1
MI
1.  
FD
2.  ●
US
3.  
CE
4.  
CC
5.  ●
MP
6.  
WM 7.  
CI
8.  
FO
9.  
AP 10. ● 
FL 11.  ●
RM 12.  

Date:

pl
e

 ●
 
● 
 
 
 ●
 
● 
 ●
 
 
 ●

Sa
m

MI = Finding Main Idea

Class

Teacher

Name

Comprehensive Assessment of Reading
Strategies, Book C
Sampler Book Answer Form

Date:

 
● 
● 
 
 ●
● 
● 
● 
 
 
 ●

●

Post Test
MI
1.
FD
2.
US
3.
CE
4.
CC
5.
MP
6.
WM 7.
CI
8.
FO
9.
AP 10.
FL 11.
RM 12.

Date:
1
  ● 
   ●
 ●  
●   
  ● 
 ●  
  ● 
●   
 ●  
  ● 
 ●  
   ●

CARS AND STARS PLUS PRICELIST
CODE
LEVEL P

TITLE

ISBN

PRICE

CA12125
CA121259
CAT051
CA12140
CA121409
CAT061

CARS PLUS Series P Student Book Set of 5
CARS PLUS Series P Teacher Guide
CARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level P
STARS PLUS Series P Student Book Set of 5
STARS PLUS Series P Teacher Guide
STARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level P

9781743305478
9781743305485
CAT051
9781743305676
9781743305683
CAT061

$29.95
$9.95
$0.00
$100.00
$12.95
$0.00

CARS PLUS Series AA Student Book Set of 5
CARS PLUS Series AA Teacher Guide
CARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level AA
STARS PLUS Series AA Student Book Set of 5
STARS PLUS Series AA Teacher Guide
STARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level AA

9781743305492
9781743305508
CAT052
9781743305690
9781743305706
CAT062

$29.95
$9.95
$0.00
$100.00
$12.95
$0.00

CARS PLUS Series A Student Book Set of 5
CARS PLUS Series A Teacher Guide
CARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level A
STARS PLUS Series A Student Book Set of 5
STARS PLUS Series A Teacher Guide
STARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level A

9781743305515
9781743305522
CAT053
9781743305713
9781743305720
CAT063

$29.95
$9.95
$0.00
$100.00
$12.95
$0.00

CARS PLUS Series B Student Book Set of 5
CARS PLUS Series B Teacher Guide
CARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level B
STARS PLUS Series B Student Book Set of 5
STARS PLUS Series B Teacher Guide
STARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level B

9781743305539
9781743305546
CAT054
9781743305737
9781743305744
CAT064

$29.95
$9.95
$0.00
$100.00
$12.95
$0.00

CARS PLUS Series C Student Book Set of 5
CARS PLUS Series C Teacher Guide
CARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level C
STARS PLUS Series C Student Book Set of 5
STARS PLUS Series C Teacher Guide
STARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level C

9781743305553
9781743305560
CAT055
9781743305751
9781743305768
CAT065

$29.95
$9.95
$0.00
$100.00
$12.95
$0.00

CARS PLUS Series D Student Book Set of 5
CARS PLUS Series D Teacher Guide
CARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level D
STARS PLUS Series D Student Book Set of 5
STARS PLUS Series D Teacher Guide
STARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level D

9781743305577
9781743305584
CAT056
9781743305775
9781743305782
CAT066

$29.95
$9.95
$0.00
$100.00
$12.95
$0.00

CARS PLUS Series E Student Book Set of 5
CARS PLUS Series E Teacher Guide
CARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level E
STARS PLUS Series E Student Book Set of 5
STARS PLUS Series E Teacher Guide
STARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level E

9781743305591
9781743305607
CAT057
9781743305799
9781743305805
CAT067

$29.95
$9.95
$0.00
$100.00
$12.95
$0.00

QTY

CA12126
CA121269
CAT052
CA12141
CA121419
CAT062

LEVEL A
CA12127
CA121279
CAT053
CA12142
CA121429
CAT063

LEVEL B

Sa
m

CA12128
CA121289
CAT054
CA12143
CA121439
CAT064

pl
e

LEVEL AA

LEVEL C
CA12129
CA121299
CAT055
CA12144
CA121449
CAT065

LEVEL D
CA12130
CA121309
CAT056
CA12145
CA121459
CAT066

LEVEL E
CA12131
CA121319
CAT057
CA12146
CA121469
CAT067

LEVEL F
CA12132
CA121329
CAT058
CA12147
CA121479
CAT068

CARS PLUS Series F Student Book Set of 5
CARS PLUS Series F Teacher Guide
CARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level F
STARS PLUS Series F Student Book Set of 5
STARS PLUS Series F Teacher Guide
STARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level F

9781743305614
9781743305621
CAT058
9781743305812
9781743305829
CAT068

$29.95
$9.95
$0.00
$100.00
$12.95
$0.00

CARS PLUS Series G Student Book Set of 5
CARS PLUS Series G Teacher Guide
CARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level G
STARS PLUS Series G Student Book Set of 5
STARS PLUS Series G Teacher Guide
STARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level G

9781743305638
9781743305645
CAT059
9781743305836
9781743305843
CAT069

$29.95
$9.95
$0.00
$100.00
$12.95
$0.00

CARS PLUS Series H Student Book Set of 5
CARS PLUS Series H Teacher Guide
CARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level H
STARS PLUS Series H Student Book Set of 5
STARS PLUS Series H Teacher Guide
STARS PLUS Sample Lesson Booklet Level H

9781743305652
9781743305669
CAT060
9781743305850
9781743305867
CAT070

$29.95
$9.95
$0.00
$100.00
$12.95
$0.00

CA12100
CA12101
CA12102
CA12103
CA12104
CA12105
CA12106
CA12107
CA12108
CA12109
CA12110
CA12111
CA12112
CA12113
CA12114
CA12115

$29.95
$30.00
$100.00
$45.00
$29.95
$30.00
$100.00
$45.00
$29.95
$30.00
$100.00
$45.00
$29.95
$30.00
$100.00
$45.00

CAT072

$0.00

LEVEL G
CA12133
CA121339
CAT059
CA12148
CA121489
CAT069
CA12134
CA121349
CAT060
CA12149
CA121499
CAT070

MIXED PACKS

CARS PLUS Mixed Pack Student Books P-C
CARS PLUS Mixed Pack Teacher Guides P-C
STARS PLUS Mixed Pack Student Books P-C
STARS PLUS Mixed Pack Teacher Guides P-C
CARS PLUS Mixed Pack Student Books A-E
CARS PLUS Mixed Pack Teacher Guides A-E
STARS PLUS Mixed Pack Student Books A-E
STARS PLUS Mixed Pack Teacher Guides A-E
CARS PLUS Mixed Pack Student Books C-G
CARS PLUS Mixed Pack Teacher Guides C-G
STARS PLUS Mixed Pack Student Books C-G
STARS PLUS Mixed Pack Teacher Guides C-G
CARS PLUS Mixed Pack Student Books D-H
CARS PLUS Mixed Pack Teacher Guides D-H
STARS PLUS Mixed Pack Student Books D-H
STARS PLUS Mixed Pack Teacher Guides D-H

Sa
m

CA12100
CA12101
CA12102
CA12103
CA12104
CA12105
CA12106
CA12107
CA12108
CA12109
CA12110
CA12111
CA12112
CA12113
CA12114
CA12115

pl
e

LEVEL H

CARS PLUS PLACEMENT BOOK
CAT072

CARS PLUS Placement Book

Attention ..................................................... Order Number ..........
Name of School .............................................................................
Address .........................................................................................

............................................. State .................... P/Code ..............
Country ..........................................................................................
Email ..............................................................................................

Yes, I would like to receive emails from Hawker Brownlow Education
about future workshops, conferences and the latest publications.

Terms of Trade

CAT055

• Prices are quoted in Australian dollars ($AUD) and include GST
• All prices are subject to change without notice.
• For New Zealand customers, at the time of invoice, we will convert the amount
into New Zealand dollars ($NZD) so that you can pay by cheque or credit card
in New Zealand dollars ($NZD).
• Full money-back guarantee.
• We do realise it is difﬁcult to order sight unseen. To assist you in your selection,
please visit our website <www.hbe.com.au>. Go to ‘Browse Books’ and most
titles will give you the option to view the ﬁrst few pages of the book. Click ‘View
Contents’ on your selected book page.
• Posters and IWB’s are for ﬁrm sale only and will not be sent on approval.
Please be aware that delivery and return postage is the responsibility of the
customer. View website for Demo versions.
• Freight costs are determined at Australia Post rates, with a minimum delivery
charge of $9.50 within Australia and $15.00 for New Zealand for each order.
• Please provide your street address for delivery purposes.

Online ‘On Account’ ordering now available!
If you have a preexisting account with Hawker Brownlow Education,
you can now order online and pay using that account.

To Contact our Sales Rep
VIC contact reception on Ph: 1800 334 603 or orders@hbe.com.au
NSW contact Judy Morrissey on 0414 424 160 or nsw1@hbe.com.au
QLD contact Karen Hofmann on 0439 889 190 or qld1@hbe.com.au

P.O. Box 580, Moorabbin, Victoria 3189, Australia
Phone: +61 3 8558 2444 • Fax: +61 3 8558 2400
Toll-Free Phone: 1800 334 603 • Fax: 1800 150 445
Website: http://www.hbe.com.au
Email: orders@hbe.com.au • ABN: 70 495 007 372

C A T 0 5 5

