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“Old School” or “Bold School”? Redefi ning our Value in a Connected World

Given that reality, what changes? How do we rethink our roles as schools, classrooms and 
educators at a moment when our students have a growing number of options to receive an 
“education.” This session will discuss the paths that a number of “bold schools” are taking to 
fundamentally redefi ne their value as places of learning, not of content and teaching. We’ll 
discuss the main characteristics of “bold schools, “ what a bold vision looks like, and suggest 
ways to begin relevant, successful conversations around real change in our own schools and 
communities.

Personal Learning Networks: Passionate, Purposeful Spaces to Learn

Learning is social, we’ve all known that. Now, with the Web, it’s globally social. To fl ourish as 
learners in a connected world, we need a network, one that we can trust, one that we can turn 
to when we need answers or inspiration or direction. While we’ve always crafted these “Per-
sonal Learning Networks” in our face to face spaces, the literacies of doing so online are a bit 
more nuanced and complex. This workshop looks at what PLNs are, how they can infl uence 
our learning lives and future success, how to begin to construct them using various Web tools, 
and what the implications are for our students, our schools and our professional practice. We’ll 
also look at how diversity, balance and safety enter into the learning equation online.
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A Steep Unlearning Curve: Reframing Our View of Learning

Author Alvin Toffl er is famous for saying “The illiterate of the 21st century will not be those who 
cannot read and write, but those who cannot learn, unlearn, and relearn.” In this increasingly 
easy to access, quick to change world of knowledge, our ability to “unlearn” what we thought 
was true and relearn it in the context of new information is a crucial skill, not only in a literacy 
sense but in a lifelong learning sense as well. And as educators, as our traditional beliefs 
about schooling, teaching and learning continue to be buffeted by the new opportunities of a 
networked world, the time for some serious “unlearning” and rethinking is surely upon us. But 
what does this “unlearning” process look like in practice? What types of dispositions do each 
of us need to bring to the unlearning discussion to make sense of it? And how do we begin to 
think about unlearning as a part of literacy for our students. This highly interactive presenta-
tion challenges educators, parents and others to take a hard look at what parts of the current 
system may be in need of rethinking, and offers some concrete ways to begin the relearning 
process both in and outside the classroom.

Will Richardson’s  Bio:

A parent of two school aged children, Will Richardson has been thinking and writing about the intersec-
tion of social online learning networks and education for the past 10 years at Weblogg-ed.com and in 

numerous journals and magazines such as Ed Leadership, Education 
Week andEnglish Journal, and most recently at willrichardson.com. He 
is an outspoken advocate for change in schools and classrooms in the 
context of the diverse new learning opportunities that the Web and other 
technologies now offer. He is a former public school educator for 22 
years, and is a co-founder of Powerful Learning Practice (plpnetwork.
com), a unique professional development program that has mentored 
over 5,000 teachers worldwide in the last fi ve years. His fi rst book, 
Blogs, Wikis, Podcasts and Other Powerful Web Tools for Classrooms 
(Corwin Press, 3rd Edition 2010) has sold over 80,000 copies and has 
impacted classroom practice around the world. His second book, Per-

sonal Learning Networks: Using the Power of Connections to Transform Education, (Solution Tree) was 
released in May, 2011. His third book, a collection of blog posts titled Learning on the Blog, was pub-
lished in August of 2011 by Corwin Press. Over the past six years, he has spoken to tens of thousands of 
educators in over a dozen countries about the merits of online learning networks for personal and profes-
sional growth. He is a national advisory board member of the George Lucas Education Foundation, and a 
regular columnist for District Administration Magazine. Will lives in rural New Jersey with his wife Wendy 
and his children Tess and Tucker

Contact Thea at 03 8558 2444 for further information, available dates and fees.
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