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Teaching Primary Geography for Australian Schools helps to develop your knowledge and understanding of Early
Years and Primary geography and of their teaching. It discusses the nature of geography and geographical knowledge
and understanding, and links this with everyday life, in particular, with children’s environmental and geographical
experiences, a thread running throughout the book. Key aspects of Early Years and Primary geography are covered,
including the core ideas in the subject, and understanding places and environmental sustainability. It considers inquiry
approaches to teaching and learning geography, learning outside the classroom through fieldwork, the geographical
skills children need, such as map work and visual skills, world knowledge and global issues, citizenship and crosscurricular approaches. Aspects of planning geography teaching and learning and assessment are discussed, as are
ways in which you can investigate and reflect on your geography teaching and children’s learning in your classroom.
Throughout the book reference is made to the Australian National Curriculum for geography for Foundation to Year
6. There is a specific chapter on geography learning and teaching in the Early Years. It is a practically-based book,
with research summaries, classroom examples and reflective and practical tasks provided to illustrate and aid your
understanding of Early Years and Primary geography teaching. It contributes to meeting the National Professional
Standards for Teachers. Reading and relevant websites are given at the end of each chapter. The appendices
include further resources to support children’s and your own geographical learning.
The purpose of Teaching Primary Geography in Australian Schools is
to encourage and develop well-grounded geographical knowledge and
understanding for all children through high-quality planning, teaching- and
learning in and of geography.

Simon Catling Tessa Willy John Butler
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Teaching Primary Geography is organised in 14 chapters. The first half of the book explores what geography is and
children’s geographical experience. In the second half the focus is on approaches to geography teaching, planning
and assessment. Chapter 1 outlines the state of primary geography and notes some of the current influences on its
future for children and schools. Chapter 2 examines geography as a subject and considers its role and value for us
all. Understanding and appreciating its centrality to our lives is vital for our futures. Chapter 3 examines the variety of
children’s geographical experience, emphasising that children bring geographical awareness and engagement into the
classroom throughout their schooling. Chapters 4 and 5 look in greater detail at the ideas of place and environmental
impact and sustainability. These are considered separately here but are brought together in later chapters. Chapter 6
explores geographical inquiry, while Chapter 7 considers fieldwork, photographs and map work as key to geographical
learning.

Teaching Primary Geography for Australian Schools has been adapted,
revised and updated for use in Australia. Its first edition was very well received.
“The book is a substantial and informative introduction to the core aspects
of primary Geography education, key concepts, geographical inquiry,
fieldwork, planning and teaching and assessment that would be most
useful for Australian primary teachers facing new challenges in Geography
education … I warmly recommend this text to teacher educators and
primary teachers alike as an accessible, well-researched, and thoughtprovoking text on primary Geography education.”
Mallihai Tambyah, Queensland University of Technology,
Geographical Education, Vol. 23, 2010.
Teaching Primary Geography “…is an excellent book, which I will strongly
recommend to all teachers regardless of their years in the teaching service.
This is because the book focuses on things that matter in geographical
education by placing the subject matter knowledge and understanding,
inquiry and children as the primary foci in geographic teaching and
learning. This book is an invaluable contribution to the field of primary
geography education and is definitely a worthwhile buy for all teachers
and teacher educators who are committed to the successful teaching of
primary geography.”
Sim Hwee Hwang, National Institute of Education, Singapore,
International Research in Geographical and Environmental Education, Vol.
20, No. 4, 2011.
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