Years

3-7
Karen McRae
Equip your students with the skills they need to synthesise information from a variety of different
text types. Each unit in Mastering Complex Text Using Multiple Sources presents up to four related
sources on a range of topics, from national monuments and wild weather to everyday scenarios such
as preparing for a party or choosing a family pet. The accompanying activities promote higher-order
thinking skills through close reading of the provided sources. Each unit in this innovative series is
designed to help students to:
Unit

5

Unit

Many Moons Ago
Read each source below and on page 19. Then complete the activities on pages 20–21.

• draw information from multiple
sources on the same topic

Many Moons Ago (cont.)

5

Source 1

Source 3

A moon is a large, natural object in space. It orbits (goes around) a larger
object in space. Earth has one moon. Our moon orbits Earth. It takes about
one month for our moon to do this.

“many moons ago”

• locate information that fits
specific criteria

This saying means “a long time ago”.

Some other planets have many moons. Some planets do not have any moons.

Example: The old man said, “Many moons ago, I was the fastest runner
at my school.”

Source 2

The Sun is the centre of our Solar System. It gives light and heat. It is the
largest object in our Solar System.

• practise recognising implied
meaning within a text and
making inferences

Source 4

The charts below show how many moons orbit each planet in our Solar
System. Some moons have been discovered within the last 10 years. In fact,
one of Neptune’s moons was discovered in 2013. How do these new moons
suddenly appear?

Our Solar System contains eight planets. These eight planets orbit the Sun.
They can be divided into two groups: Inner Planets and Outer Planets.
The four planets closest to the Sun are the Inner Planets. These four planets
are Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars. Mercury and Venus are the closest
planets to the Sun. These two planets are very hot. Our planet is the third
planet from the Sun. Mars is the fourth planet. There is a lot of space
between Mars and the ¿fth planet. The ¿fth planet is Jupiter.

They don’t suddenly appear. They have been there all along. We just need
newer and better equipment to see them. With new telescopes and spacecraft,
we are able to discover moons that are further and further away. This means
that there may be other moons that we have not yet discovered.

Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune are the four Outer Planets. They are
very far away and very cold.

• understand author motivation,
and assess the reliability of a
given text

The chart below shows the moons we knew about at two different times:
2004 and 2014.
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5. Jupiter

6. Saturn

7. Uranus

Number of Moons as
of 1 January 2004
Number of Moons as
of 1 January 2014

Mars

4. Mars

Earth

3. Earth

Venus

2. Venus

Mercury

1. Mercury

Sun

8. Neptune

Planets (in order from the Sun)

0

0

1

2

62

32

27

13

0

0

1

2

67

62

27

14
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• become familiar with
different forms of written
communication, including
diary entries, emails, sales
receipts and online restaurant
reviews
• integrate information from
two or more texts in order to
write knowledgeably about a
subject.

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

YEAR 7

TCR4735

TCR4742

TCR4759

TCR4766

TCR4773

Search books on www.hbe.com.au and
click book image for sample pages

Scan and email pricelist to orders@hbe.com.au
to purchase books.

Years

2-6
Text-dependent questions are ideal for driving instruction in the classroom, as they ask
students what the text says, how it works and what it means. Provide students with the
skills they need to thoughtfully and critically analyse text with the Close Reading Using TextDependent Questions series. Each book in the series includes 22 short, complex, high-interest
reading passages that students are guided to read, summarise, reread, annotate and discuss.
Text-dependent questions prompt students to examine the passage’s meaning, purpose,
vocabulary and structure, and to use textual evidence to support their conclusions. The final
two units in each book include peer-led tasks in which group members are assigned roles and
work together to analyse the texts.
UNIT

10

UNIT

Close-Reading
Tasks

10

Your Name: __________________________________ Partner: __________________________

Rat Tale

Rat Tale (cont.)
Silently read “Rat Tale.” You might see words you do not know and read parts you do not
understand. Keep reading! Determine what the story is mainly about.

Mari’s mother said that there were too many ﬂies. Mari’s brother suggested
that she pay a bounty for each one killed. “The bounty would be an

Sum up the story. Write the main actions and most important information. If someone
reads your summary, that person should know it is this story you are writing about.

incentive. It would give us a reason to kill them,” he said.
Mari’s father said, “I have a rat tale. It’s a true story. Before Vietnam was
an independent country, it was a colony of France. The French leaders
thought there were too many rats in the city of Hanoi. Wanting the rats
killed, they set up a bounty program. A person would be paid for every rat
tail he or she brought in. The incentive worked. Soon people were bringing
in lots of rat tails. The French ofﬁcials were sure the rat population would
decrease. Then they noticed something.”

Read the story again. Use a pencil to circle or mark words you don’t know. Note places
that confuse you. Underline the main action or idea of each paragraph.

“What?” Mari and her brother asked. That’s when their father told them
that the French ofﬁcials started noticing a lot of rats without tails. People

Meet with your partner. Help each other ﬁnd these words in the text.

were catching rats and lopping off their tails! Then they were letting the rats

bounty

go so they could breed and have more rats. The rat population did not

incentive

decrease

ofﬁcials

lopping

Read the sentences around the words. Think about how they ﬁt in the whole story. Deﬁne
the words. Which information from the text helped you ﬁgure out the meaning of the
words? An example is given for you.

decrease. It increased, because people wanted more rat tails. The plan
backﬁred.
Just then Mari’s cousin Rhett came charging in. “You’re not going to believe

Word

Deﬁnition

Information That Helps

this,” he cried, “but I just saw a rat bigger than a cat! I swear it was at
bounty

least three feet long.”
No one believed Rhett, but that night on the news it was reported that once

incentive

again there was a threat to the Florida Everglades. The danger was due to a

reason, motive for doing
something

The bounty was an incentive so
people would want to kill rats.

type of rat that was not native to Florida or even the United States. Rats of
decrease

this type are from Africa. They had been brought to the United States to be
sold as pets, but someone had let some go in the Everglades. A city ofﬁcial
was quoted as saying, “These rats are Gambian Pouched rats. They can

ofﬁcials

reach three feet in length. We need them killed before they harm the native
animals and plants of the Everglades. As an incentive, we will pay a bounty

lopping

for each tail brought in.”
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YEAR 2

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

TCR4520

TCR4537

TCR4544

TCR4551

TCR4568

Years

1-8
Each book in the Comprehending Text Using Literal, Inferential and
Applied Questioning series features twenty texts from a variety of genres
to support close reading and comprehension in the classroom. Each
passage is followed by three levels of questioning (literal, inferential and
applied) to determine and improve both the reader’s comprehension of
the material, and their critical-thinking skills. The activities are designed to
teach students to examine meaning thoroughly and analytically.

Unit 2

On the Riverbank
Genre: Mystery

Teacher Information
READING FOCUS
• Analyzes and extracts information from a mystery text
to answer literal, inferential, and applied questions

YEAR 1

ON THE RIVERBANK
Name

Read the mystery and answer the questions on the following pages.

• Predicts future actions based on prior knowledge
and reading of the text

Who left the boat on the riverbank?

ANSWER KEY
Right There (Page 16)

Lion, did you leave the boat on the riverbank?

1. a. No

No, I did not leave the boat on the riverbank, but I’ll get in.

b. Yes
c. Yes

TCR4575

Monkey, did you leave the boat on the riverbank?

2. 4 animals
Think and Search (Page 16)

No, I did not leave the boat on the riverbank, but I’ll hop in.

1. Drawings will vary. Possible answer(s): Picture of Crocodile.
2. Answers will vary. Possible answer(s): Crocodile left the boat on the riverbank to catch
his dinner.

YEAR 2

Tiger, did you leave the boat on the riverbank?
No, I did not leave the boat on the riverbank, but I’ll jump in.

On Your Own (Page 17)
1. Heaviest

Unit 2

$35.95
Each

Elephant - Lion - Tiger - Monkey

Lightest

Elephant, did you leave the boat on the riverbank?

2. Answers will vary.
Applying Strategies (Page 18)

No, I did not leave the boat on the riverbank, but I’ll climb in.

1. a. Drawing of an empty boat

Crocodile, did you leave the boat on the riverbank?

b. Drawing of Lion in the boat
c. Drawing of Lion and Monkey in the boat

Yes, I left the boat on the
riverbank . . . to catch
my dinner!

d. Drawing of Lion, Monkey, and Tiger in the boat
e. Drawing of Lion, Monkey, Tiger, and Elephant in the boat
f. Drawings will vary.
2. Answers will vary.

EXTENSIONS
• Students can add their own actions and perform the story as a play.
• Students can create a mural of the animals in the story and other jungle animals.
• Use the story as the basis for text innovation. Students can write a similar story using the
same format. For example, “Who left the clothes on the bathroom ﬂoor?”
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TCR4582

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

TCR4599

TCR4605

TCR4612

TCR4629

YEARS 7-8

TCR4636

Heather
Wolpert-Gawron

Discover why project-based writing is so effective in engaging students and enriching their writing. Follow a
practical approach to choosing topics, conducting online research, organising and presenting ideas, and
assessing results. As students dig into subjects they have chosen, they will make connections between school
life and “real life”. Teachers will appreciate the wealth of ideas and guides that help them implement differentiated
instruction and meet curriculum standards.

$35.95
Each

Project-Based Writing: Year 3

Project-Based Writing: Year 5

Teachers will ﬁnd plenty of adapted resources to help
them build a project-based writing unit, as well as four
pre-made project-based writing units that can be used
as is or adapted. These units include Teach the Teacher,
Persuasive-Writing Project, Create-a-City Project and
Create-a-School Project.

This book contains three pre-made project-based
writing units for your convenience: Teach the Teacher,
Advocacy Research Project and Historical Advocacy
Project.
TCR4803

TCR4780

Project-Based Writing: Year 4

Project-Based Writing: Middle Years

This book contains three pre-made project-based units
for teacher and student use. These units include Teach
the Teacher, Persuasive-Writing Project and Create-aState Project.

Work with students to create a multi-genre projectbased writing unit! Project-Based Writing: Middle
Years also contains three pre-made project-based
writing units for your convenience. These units include
Teach the Teacher, Career Quest Project and Advocacy
Research Project.
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