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Summary:
How do the inventions that shape our lives come about? Will intelligent robots ever leave the realm of
science fiction and enter the real world? What might the future hold? The activities in this book are
based on the themes of Inventions, Robots and Future, and have been created for students in Years 4 to
8 using the principles of Bloom’s revised taxonomy. They are designed to challenge students while
developing their higher-order thinking skills.
Inventions – Inventions and discoveries change how we live. We dream of new and better things, and
these dreams become inventions of the future. Activities in this section: introduce students to the
creative process, making discovery and invention possible; highlight a broad range of discoveries and
inventions; and encourage innovation and invention.
Robots – If the era of the robot dawns we must consider how these intelligent machines could change
our lives. Could we adjust if machines do our work better? Would robots change society? This section
introduces speculative thinking about robotics while also stimulating thought about the value of human
learning and endeavour.
Future – The future brings with it many new challenges, from global warming to cloning. How will
we face them? By thinking about the future, students gain confidence in their ability to anticipate and
adapt to it. This section challenges students to speculate about future changes, consider alternatives and
imagine the “unimaginable”.
The activities in Inventions, Robots, Future will encourage students to think about each question
carefully, considering all variables before outlining a solution. In doing so, students will further
develop their literacy and critical and creative thinking abilities – vital skills for Australian
Curriculum-aligned lessons in every classroom.
Supporting Resources:
· Thematic Unit: Inventions (4571)
· Our World of Robots (HB3143)
· High Interest Learning: Inventions & Discoveries Middle Years (IFA8682)
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