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Summary  
 
In today’s educational landscape, it’s easy to get caught up in the everyday demands of checklists and 
isolated skill sets. It's easy to lose sight of the interconnectedness of the development of academic 
language, higher-order thinking, reading, writing and the power of well-planned text-based classroom 
interactions. The goal of this text is to provide a context for re-evaluating that interconnectedness as a 
more complete picture in an attempt to engage students. 
 
Total Literacy Techniques provides Year 3 to Year 12 teachers with more than 50 teacher-tested tools 
and techniques for helping their students read independently and critically. Authors Persida and 
William Himmele and National Board Certified teacher Keely Potter present literacy as an 
interconnected process that involves emotions, cognition and multiple opportunities for developing 
higher-order thinking. With this in mind, they present tools for helping students develop academic 
language, become avid and analytical readers, engage with literature and informational texts, discuss 
texts and write about texts in clear and cogent ways.  
 
Each chapter includes reflections from real teachers and students who share their own literacy practices 
and journeys, bringing the practices to life. 
 
With a focus on engaging students as thinkers, readers and writers, Total Literacy Techniques offers 
practical and effective ways for teachers to help students develop the critical reading habits that open 
up new ways for understanding and contributing to their worlds. 
 

Supporting Resources  
 

· Total Participation Techniques: Making Every Student an Active Learner (111037) 
· More Than 100 Brain-Friendly Tools and Strategies for Literacy Instruction (CO6309) 
· From Tired to Inspired: Fresh Strategies to Engage Students in Literacy (SOT7281) 
· Creative Ways to Teach Literacy: Ideas for Children Aged 3 to 11 (SA1304) 
· Contemporary Perspectives on Literacy Series (Set of 4) (SOT1200) 

 


