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Summary  
 

Do you sense that some students have mentally “checked out” of your classroom? Look closely and 
you’ll probably find that these students are bored by lessons that they view as unchallenging and 
uninteresting. In this follow-up to The Highly Effective Teacher: 7 Classroom-Tested Practices That 
Foster Student Success, Jeff Marshall provides teachers with a blueprint for introducing more rigour to 
the classroom by: 
 

• Reorienting themselves and their students toward active learning – and establishing the habits 
that allow it to flourish; 

• Creating a classroom culture where students aren’t afraid to take risks – and where they grow as 
learners because of it; 

• Planning the same lesson at different levels of challenge for different levels of development – 
and designing assessments that gauge student progress fairly without sacrificing expectations; 
and 

• Implementing inquiry-based activities that push students beyond their comfort zones – and that 
result in well-rounded learners with stronger character and sharper writing skills. 

 
Leveraging the latest research in the field as well as years of hard-won classroom experience, this book 
offers practical strategies, replicable examples and thoughtful reflection exercises for educators to use 
as they work to help students embrace the mystery, complexity and power of challenge. 
 

Other Resources  
 

• Teach for Attention!: A Tool Belt of Strategies for Engaging Students with Attention 
Challenges (FST0126) 

• Stretch and Challenge for All: Practical Resources for Getting the Best Out of Every Student 
(CRH6555) 

• When Smart Kids Underachieve in School: Practical Solutions for Teachers (PRU6883) 
• The Underachieving Gifted Child: Recognizing, Understanding, and Reversing 

Underachievement (PRU9305) 
 


