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Summary  
 

Exploding the Reading encourages teachers to incorporate a variety of response modes to expand 
student meaning-making. Based on learning generated by one 200-year-old folktale used by 40 
teachers and a thousand kids, the book explores how to “dip deep” inside the story. It demonstrates that 
when students share their personal interpretations with others, they alter, grow, reframe and extend 
their understanding of the text. 
 
The author of this intriguing book argues that “it takes two to read a book”. He reasons that bouncing 
ideas off others guides students to their deeper thoughts and challenges them to rethink their views and 
increase their understanding. Exploding the Reading shows teachers how to help students discover the 
world outside the text as well: the origins, the connections, the places, the values and the different 
perceptions readers have. It illustrates how to transpose that original text into other forms that let 
students look at the text with different eyes, to ponder what might have been, to challenge the content 
and to add the new learning to their construct of the world. 
 
This practical book maintains that teachers need to expand their repertoire of useful response modes 
that students can draw upon, including different forms, formats and media. Throughout the book, 
authentic student samples and actual transcripts present students experiencing the featured story 
through poems, tellings, visuals, blogs, art, conversation and more. 
 

Supporting Resources  
 

• Reading With Meaning, Second Edition: Teaching Comprehension  
in the Primary Years (SHP3769) 

• Strategies That Work, Second Edition: Teaching Comprehension for  
Understanding and Engagement (SHP3806) 

• Rigorous Reading: 5 Access Points for Comprehending Complex Texts (CO2052) 
• Struggling Readers: Why Band-Aids Don’t Stick and Worksheets Don’t Work (PBP6371) 
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