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Summary  

This new edition of a popular classic shows teachers simple, engaging strategies for exploring literacy 
in new, innovative ways.  

Literacy sources are at the root of this amazing book that draws on picture books, novels, poetry, 
scripts, and photographs as sources for effective classroom instruction. Compelling strategies 
throughout Dramathemes are designed to enrich interactive possibilities amongst learners in the 
English classroom. By reading, writing, and talking both in role and out of role, students can develop 
and creatively share their responses, their stories, and their ideas. 

In this totally revised fourth edition, Larry Swartz digs deeply into the riches of the past three editions 
and considers the experiences of English teachers who have used all versions of the book for almost 
three decades. Full of engaging new ideas, this remarkable book includes many new sources and 
carefully chosen strategies for exploring with students such issues as identity, poverty, diversity, 
bullying, and immigration. Each chapter features games, a focus drama exploration, a drama structure, 
literacy extensions, and a list of key books that support the chapter theme. Assessment strategy tools 
that complement this comprehensive resource include observation guides, assessment profiles, and 
rubrics for evaluation.  

Dramathemes is an ideal resource for busy teachers who want to put drama into literacy and literacy 
into drama. 
 

Supporting Resources 
 
• 100 Minutes: Making Every Minute Count in the Literacy Block (PBP6685) 
• The Daily 5: Fostering Literacy Independence in the Primary Years, Second Edition (SHP3721)  
• The CAFE Book: Engaging All Students in Daily Literacy Assessment & Instruction (SHP3684) 
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