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Summary  
 

Mathematics instruction and numeracy development are a major focus in classrooms today. The Four 
Roles of the Numerate Learner introduces a framework (sense maker, skill user, thought communicator 
and critical interpreter) that supports an integrated approach to effective mathematics instruction and 
assessment. 
 
This timely book builds on educators’ understanding of how to teach mathematics and borrows from 
frameworks used to teach literacy. It considers the mathematical practices that students need to learn to 
make sense of mathematical concepts and skills. The goal is to provide multiple entry points into a new 
world of maths instruction – a new way of thinking and learning where learners engage in critical 
thinking about numeracy and act on this knowledge. The framework emphasises student voice with 
many opportunities for students to ask questions, pose problems, explore ideas and change both their 
thinking about mathematics and the way they see themselves as mathematicians. 
 
The Four Roles of the Numerate Learner shows both new and experienced teachers how to support 
students as they build their mathematical knowledge, and how to create learning conditions that foster 
critical thinking, risk taking, problem solving and reflection. 
 

Other Resources  
 

• Early Numeracy: Assessment for Teaching and Intervention, 2nd Edition (SA3859) 
• Proficiency Scales for English and Mathematics Standards (MRL2878) 
• How the Brain Learns Mathematics, Second Edition (CO5855) 
• Good Questions: Great Ways to Differentiate Mathematics Instruction, Second Edition (TCP6628) 
• Maths in Plain English: Literacy Strategies for the Mathematics Classroom (EYE0091) 
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