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Summary  
 
Face-to-face communication is declining in both the home and school environments as more 
interaction is directed to the digital world. Many students are entering school with decreased oral 
language development, compared to past generations, due to a decrease in conversation within the 
home. 
 
This classroom resource book will provide teachers with strategies and activities that infuse lessons 
with purposeful student-to-student dialogue and discussion of content across curricular areas. 
 
The activities are low-prep, high-impact approaches that encourage student talk about the content, 
allowing the teacher to be a true classroom facilitator. The strategies offered are designed to address 
the 21st Century Skills of creative problem solving, collaboration, communication and critical thinking, 
as well as to develop empathy among classmates. 
 
This book is for all teachers who value the role that discussion plays in helping students process 
curricular material. Actual face-to-face dialogue and verbal exchanges are becoming lost forms of 
communication for those who have grown up surrounded by social networking, texting and blogs. 
These are the digital-native students that educators have in their classrooms today. Teachers who are 
seeking ways to add student-to-student discussion into standards-based lessons will find a wealth of 
ideas within Cultivating Classroom Conversations. 
 

Supporting Resources  
 

· Teaching Empathy: A Blueprint for Caring, Compassion and Community (SOT2583) 
· Why Social Media Matters: School Communication in the Digital Age (SOT3061) 
· Productive Group Work: How to Engage Student, Build Teamwork,  

and Promote Understanding (109018) 


