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Summary  
 
Writing nonfiction represents a big step for most students. Most young writers are not intimidated by 
personal narrative, fiction or even poetry, but when they try to put together a “teaching book”, report or 
persuasive essay, they often feel anxious and frustrated. 
 
Like the authors’ best-selling Craft Lessons: Teaching Writing F–8, this book is divided into sections 
for F–2, 3–4 and 5–8 students. These divisions reflect various differences between emerging, 
competent and fluent writers. In each section you’ll find a generous collection of craft lessons directed 
at the genre that’s most appropriate for that particular age.  
 
Every lesson features three teaching guidelines: 

• Discussion – A brief look at the reasons for teaching the particular element of craft specifically 
in a nonfiction context. 

• How to Teach It – Concrete language showing exactly how a teacher might bring this craft 
element to students in writing conferences or a small group setting. 

• Resource Material –  A specific book or text referred to in the craft lesson including trade 
books, or a piece of student writing found in the Appendixes. 

 
This book will help students breathe voice into lifeless “dump-truck” writing and improve their 
nonfiction writing by making it clearer, more authoritative and more organised. Nonfiction Craft 
Lessons gives teachers a wealth of practical strategies to help students grow into strong writers as they 
explore and explain the world around them. 
 
 
Other Resources  
 

• Craft Lessons, Second Edition: Teaching Writing F–8 (SHP8030) 
• Teach Them How: A Resource for Reshaping Reading and Writing Classrooms (HB2879) 
• Nonfiction Writing Power: Teaching Information Writing with Intent and Purpose (PBP6364) 
• A Place for Wonder: Reading and Writing Nonfiction in the Primary Years (SHP7828) 


