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Summary  
 
The past two decades have brought giant leaps in our understanding of how the brain works. But these 
discoveries – and all their exciting implications – have yet to make their way into most classrooms. 

With the concise and readable Brain Words, you will learn how children’s brains develop as they become 
readers and discover ways you can take concrete steps to promote this critical developmental passage. 

Introducing their original, research-based framework of “brain words” – dictionaries in the brain where students 
store and automatically access sounds, spellings and meanings – the authors offer a wealth of information that 
will transform your thinking and practice: 

• up-to-date knowledge about reading and neurological circuitry, including evidence that spelling is at 
the core of the reading brain 

• tools to recognise what works, what doesn’t and why 
• practical classroom activities for daily teaching and student assessment 
• insights about what brain research tells us about whole language and phonics-first movements 
• deepened understanding of dyslexia through the enhanced lens of brain science. 

With the insights and strategies of Brain Words, you can meet your students where they are and ensure that 
more of them read well, think well and write well. 

Other Resources  
 

• Engage the Brain: How to Design for Learning That Taps into the Power of Education 
(119015) 

• Differentiation and the Brain: How Neuroscience Supports the Learner-Friendly Classroom, 
Second Edition (SOT7323) 

• Teaching Students to Drive Their Brains: Metacognitive Strategies, Activities, and Lesson 
Ideas (117002) 

• Introduction to BrainSMART Teaching: Science, Structures and Strategies for Increasing 
Student Learning (HB6623) 
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