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Summary  
 
Differentiated instruction is a nice idea, but what happens when it comes to assessing and marking 
students? Being sensitive to students’ varied readiness levels and learning styles while teaching in a 
high stakes, standardised-testing world is challenging. What’s fair and leads to real student learning? 
 

Rick Wormeli’s new book, Fair Isn’t Always Equal, answers that question and much more. He offers the 
latest research and common sense thinking that teachers and administrators seek when it comes to 
assessment and grading in differentiated classes. Citing real examples and “grey” areas middle years and 
secondary school educators will easily recognise, Rick tackles important and sometimes controversial 
assessment and marking issues constructively. The book covers high-level concepts from “rationale for 
differentiating assessment and grading” to “understanding mastery”, as well as nitty-gritty details such as: 
 
Marking: 

· marking students when we do and do not differentiate 
· whether to incorporate effort, attendance and behaviour into academic grades 
· whether to grade homework 
· how to handle extra credit or bonus work 
· recording zeros or sixties for work not done 
· marking gifted students 
· setting up markbooks and report cards to reflect differentiated practices. 

 
Assessment: 

· principles of successful assessment 
· how to create useful and fair test questions, including how to mark such prompts effectively 
· whether to allow students to redo assessments for full credit. 

 

This thorough and practical guide also includes a special section for Teacher Leaders: it explores ways 
to support colleagues as they move toward successful assessment and marking practices for 
differentiated classrooms. 
 

Other Resources  
 

· The Collected Writings (so far) of Rick Wormeli: Crazy Good Stuff  
I’ve Learned about Teaching Along the Way (AML3059) 


