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Summary  

In this moving, personal book, Ruth Ayres weaves together her experience as a mother, teacher and writer. She 
explores the power of stories to heal children from troubled backgrounds and offers up strategies for helping 
students discover and write about their own stories of strength and survival. She shares her own struggles and 
triumphs and hard-earned lessons from raising a family of four adopted children. Her experience is invaluable 
to any teacher who’s met children living in poverty, in unstable households or in fear of abuse.  

Ruth explores recent brain research on the way trauma changes the brain and makes a case for encouraging all 
students to write. She believes that all students benefit from revealing their stories, by communicating 
information and opinion that allows darkness to turn to light in the lives of children. In the last part of her book 
she offers up practical suggestions for enticing all writers, regardless of their struggles.  

Enticing Hard-to-Reach Writers invites you on a journey to become a teacher who refuses to give up on any 
student, who helps children believe that they can have a positive impact on the world, and who – in some cases 
– becomes the last hope for a child to heal. 

 

Other Resources  
 

• Poor Students, Rich Teaching [Revised Edition]: Seven High-Impact Mindsets for Students 
From Poverty (SOT0003) 

• Relationship, Responsibility and Regulation: Trauma-Invested Practices for Fostering 
Resilient Learners (119027) 

• A Framework for Understanding Poverty, 6th Edition (AHA8931) 
• The New Art and Science of Teaching Writing, Revised Edition (SOT7521) 
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