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Summary  

In Deeper Learning: Beyond 21st Century Skills, leading educators explore the far deeper levels of thinking, reasoning, 

and problem solving that students require and why this paradigm shift demands that teachers also become deeper learners 

who are more engaged in peer analysis, discussion, and collaboration.  

• James A. Bellanca describes the U.S. educational system’s shift from superficial recall toward more substantive, 

rigorous learning and intentional development of cognitive skills 

• Richard Dufour and Rebecca DuFour explore how the professional learning community model supports the 

challenge of creating deeper learning in both students and educators. 

• Arthur L. Costa and Bena Kallick present the need to fully develop students’ creative and critical thinking and 

highlight schools making significant changes in curriculum and teaching. 

• Yong Zhao advocates a paradigm shift to learner-centered education that fosters the development of students’ 

talents, sense of entrepreneurship, and critical-thinking and problem-solving abilities. 

• Suzie Boss highlights digital technology and project-based learning as tools to promote deeper learning and 

explores how to create additional learning opportunities. 

• Rob Riordan, Stacey Caillier, and Ben Daley emphasize the role of teacher preparedness in student success. 

• Tony Wagner examines the failure of many educational reforms to close the global achievement gap and explores 

practices that promise to bring about true innovation. 

• Bernie Trilling uses a 21st century model and other research to show to encourage deeper learning and showcases 

schools that cultivate college and career readiness. 

• Charles Fadel focuses on necessary changes to teach and educate students for a future characterized by VUCA—

volatility, uncertainty, complexity, and ambiguity. 

• Linda Darling-Hammond and David T. Conley emphasize the failures of older assessment practices and present 

strategies for fostering deeper learning with district, state, and national assessment systems. 

• Michael Fullan explores the need to retire 19th century, Industrial Revolution-based teaching practices and 

describes four components to encourage deeper learning on a whole-system basis. 

• Steven Zipkes shows how a low-performing school district transformed its academic performance and school 

culture. 

• Deborah Rosalia Esparza describes the 4C leadership attributes and details important steps to meet expectations 

and satisfy stakeholders. 

• Ken Kay and Valerie Greenhill connect their seven-step district implementation model to the concept of deeper 

learning. 

• Helen A. Soulé and Steven Paine highlight state actions to enrich education, identify six levers of change, cite 

best-practice examples, and note key questions to inspire a deeper learning agenda. 
Other Resources  

 

• Teaching the Tough Issues: Problem Solving from Multiple Perspectives in Middle and High School Humanities Classes 

(TCP5589) 

• Inquire: A Guide to 21st Century Learning (HB1533) 

• Teaching & Assessing 21st Century Skills: The Classroom Strategies Series (MRL2325) 

• Living on the Future Edge: The Impact of Global Exponential Trends on Education in the 21st Century (TCF8167) 
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