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Summary: 
In these times of changing demographics and new insight into how students learn, 
differentiated instruction and assessment are widely acknowledged as necessary. Outdated 
beliefs about fairness often stand in the way of effective classroom implementation. Damian 
Cooper looks closely at the assumptions and realities, and provides solutions that are clear, 
comprehensive, engaging – and fair.  

The book explores the vital role of differentiation in ensuring student success and discusses 
ways to create a culture of excellence in the classroom by focusing on student 
understanding rather than on outcomes achieved through memorisation. The author takes 
on the “mythology of measurement” and draws a distinction between assessment designed 
to improve learning through feedback and assessment designed to measure learning 
through grades. The book concludes with recommendations on how educators may 
improve their reporting and examines the types of information a report should contain to 
communicate an accurate, succinct and easily understood summary of learning and 
behaviour to students and parents. 

Redefining Fair also shows P–12 teachers and administrators how to: 
• respond to resistance to the new assessment methods 
• handle curriculum overload and plan  
• ensure that reports convey essential information clearly to parents and students 

 
Supporting Resources:  

• Elements of Grading (SOT8075) 
• Embedded Formative Assessment (SOT8112) 
• Transforming Professional Development into Student 

Results (109050) 
• Ahead of the Curve: The Power of Assessment to Transform 

Teaching and Learning (SOT8281) 


