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Summary 
How can educators and other professionals caring for children extend the learning potential of read 
alouds? 

This book is designed to help teachers, special education specialists and speech-language pathologists 
achieve two objectives: 1) how to interact with children around books in ways that are instructive in 
nature but also responsive to children’s verbal contributions; and 2) how to use literature, informational 
texts and poetry to achieve the goals common to most modern curricula, including the Australian 
Curriculum. 

The authors provide specific recommendations for structuring read aloud routines in the early 
childhood classroom, making the read aloud interactive, using instructional strategies that enhance 
children’s vocabulary and content knowledge, and supporting and extending children’s verbal 
contributions through scaffolding during the activity. 

This practitioner-friendly text also includes methods for supporting children with special needs, as well 
as English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EAL/D) students. 

Book Features: 

• Recommendations for how to choose quality books in each of the three genres – informational, 
literature and poetry. 

• The most useful interactive-instructional strategies. 
• The types of visual supports and props that can augment the read aloud. 
• Methods for extended learning opportunities. 
• Examples and excerpts from actual read alouds to illustrate the methods. 
• The benefits and challenges of using digital texts. 

 

Other Resources  
• In Defence of Read-Aloud: Sustaining Best Practice (SHP8115) 
• Igniting a Passion for Reading: Successful Strategies for Building Lifetime Readers (SHP8108) 
• The CAFE Book: Engaging All Students in Daily Literacy Assessment & Instruction (SHP3684) 
• The Daily 5: Fostering Literacy Independence in the Primary Years, Second Edition (SHP3721) 


