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Summary  
 

Inviting readers to examine schools and teaching with a critical lens, this visually and conceptually 
captivating graphic novel advocates for arts education in schools. At the center of this work is the author's 
memoir as a young high school art teacher in the public school system. Through engaging (and frequently 
funny) anecdotes centered on classroom life, mixed with discussions of education policy and reform, 
readers explore teacher/student relationships, testing and accountability, 21st-century learning, and the 
history and purpose of art education. Branham's personal narrative of challenges and triumphs 
demonstrate why art education should be preserved as a core subject if students are to understand the 
connection between creativity, critical thinking, and other higher-order skills. What's So Great About 

Art, Anyway? is a refreshing book for everyone - particularly for in-service teachers - and is a smart 
foundational text in arts education and introduction to teaching courses. 

Book Features: 

• A personal narrative that begins with the author's reasons for becoming an art teacher. 
• A visually compelling layout with arresting illustrations drawn by the author. 
• An approach to teaching complex concepts that will appeal to younger generations. 
• A succinct look at art education and its history and function in American schools. 
• A critical examination of current educational policies and how they affect classroom teachers. 

 

Other Resources  
 

• Get Graphic! Using Storyboards to Write and Draw Picture Books, Graphic Novels, or Comic 

Strips (PBP7804) 

• Everyday Artists: Inquiry and Creativity in the Early Childhood Classroom (TCP0744) 

• Art is What You Make of It (HB0666) 


