
   
PO Box 580 Tel: +61 3 8558 2444 Web: www.hbe.com.au 

 
Moorabbin VIC 3189 Fax: +61 3 8558 2400 Email: orders@hbe.com.au 

 

 

Literacy Playshop: New Literacies, Popular Media, 
and Play in the Early Childhood Classroom 

 

Author(s): Karen E. Wohlwend 
 

Date Available: 13 February 2015  

 
 

 
ISBN: 978 1 76001 069 0   
Code/SKU: TCP0690   
RRP: $37.95   
Format/Page No.: B5, 116 pages   
Year Level: Early Learning, F–2, Teachers 

and Administrators 
  

Focus Area: Classroom Practice and Direct 
Instruction, Curriculum, 
Professional Development 

  

Key Learning 
Area: 
 

 
Cross-Curricular 

  

Summary  
 
Time for play is shrinking in early childhood classrooms, even though it’s a primary way for children 
to engage and understand the world around them. In this standards-driven era, it’s not enough to argue 
that play builds social skills or provides physical exercise. Time for play depends on demonstrating its 
curricular value as a core literacy with growing importance in this century. Children’s play and media 
experiences are a natural starting point for developing their digital literacies. 
 
Building on her award-winning research, which emphasises that play is an early literacy, Karen 
Wohlwend has developed a curricular framework for children ages 3 to 8. The Literacy Playshop 
curriculum engages children in creating their own multimedia productions, positioning them as media 
makers rather than passive recipients of media messages. The goal is to teach young children to 
critically interpret the daily messages they receive in popular entertainment that increasingly blur toys, 
stories and advertising. 
 
The first half of this practical resource features case studies that show how six early childhood teachers 
working together in teacher study groups developed and implemented play-based literacy learning and 
media production. The second half of the book provides a Literacy Playshop framework with 
professional development and classroom activities, discussion questions and Technology Try-It 
sections. This user-friendly book will inspire and support teachers in designing their own Literacy 
Playshops. 
 

Supporting Resources  
 

· Write Dance, Second Edition (SA1366) 
· Write Dance in the Early Years (SA1373) 
· Circle Time for the Very Young, Third Edition (SA1298) 
· Play-Based Learning in the Primary School (SA3504) 
· Inside the Black Box: Primary Years (GLA1307) 
· Don’t Leave the Story in the Book: Using Literature to  

Guide Inquiry in Early Childhood Classrooms (TCP3276) 
 


