
   
PO Box 580 Tel: +61 3 8558 2444 Web: www.hbe.com.au 

 
Moorabbin VIC 3189 Fax: +61 3 8558 2400 Email: orders@hbe.com.au 

 

 

 

Uncomplicating Algebra to Meet Common 
Core Standards in Math, K–8 

 

Author(s): Marian Small 
 
Date Available: 8 May 2015  

 
 

 
ISBN: 978 1 76001 101 7   
Code/SKU: TCP1017   
RRP: $29.95   
Format/Page No.: B5, 174 pages   
Year Level: F–8, Teachers and 

Administrators 
  

Focus Area: Assessment, Classroom 
Practice and Direct 
Instruction, Curriculum, 
Professional Development 

  

Key Learning 
Area: 
 

 
Mathematics 
 

  

Summary  
 
Professional developer Marian Small shows teachers how to uncomplicated the teaching of algebra by 
focusing on the most important ideas that students need to grasp. Organised by year level around the 
Common Core State Standards for Mathematics, Small shares approaches that will lead to a deeper and 
richer understanding within standards-based learning environments. The book then launches with 
kindergarten, where the first relevant standard is found in the operations and algebraic thinking 
domain, and ends with Year 8, where the focus is on working with linear equations and functions. In 
each section the relevant standard is presented, followed by a discussion of important underlying ideas 
associated with that standard, as well as thoughtful, concept-based questions that can be used for 
classroom instruction, practice or assessment. 
 
Underlying ideas include: 
 

· Background to the mathematics of each relevant standard. 
· Suggestions for appropriate representations for specific mathematical ideas. 
· Suggestions for explaining ideas to students. 
· Cautions about misconceptions or situations to avoid. 

 
The Common Core Standards for Mathematics challenges students to become mathematical thinkers, 
not just mathematical “doers”. This resource will be invaluable for pre- and inservice teachers as they 
prepare themselves to understand and teach algebra with a deep level of understanding. 
 

Supporting Resources  
 

· Good Questions: Great Ways to Differentiate Mathematics Instruction, Second Edition (TCP6628) 
· Getting from Arithmetic to Algebra: Balanced Assessments for the Transition (TCP4242) 
· What Principals Need to Know About: Teaching and Learning Mathematics (SOT0466) 
· Mathematics Through Play in the Early Years, Second Edition (SA1335) 
· Real-Life Maths: Algebra (WAL8761) 

 


