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Summary  

This accessible book will help primary school teachers improve literacy instruction inside or outside 
the Common Core environment. The authors address teachers’ instructional needs by introducing key 
concepts from current trends in literacy education – from high-level standards to the use of 21st-
century literacies. Readers then follow teachers as they successfully implement the curriculum they 
developed to promote high-level thinking and engagement with disciplinary content. The text focuses 
on three disciplinary literacy units of instruction: a science unit in a 2nd-grade classroom, a social 
studies (history) unit in a 4th-grade classroom, and a mathematics unit in a 6th-grade classroom. Each 
unit revolves around a central inquiry question and includes research-based strategies for using 
reading, writing, and classroom talk as tools to foster disciplinary understandings.  

Book features:  

· research-based approaches for using the English language arts to learn science, math, and history 
· cases from schools representing the full range of literacy achievement levels 
· models of disciplinary units of study with guidance to help teachers create their own 

Supporting Resources  

· Total Literacy Techniques: Tools to Help Students Analyze Literature and Informational Texts 
(114009) 

· Teaching Literacy in the Digital Age: Inspiration for All Levels and Literacies (IST1970) 
· 30 Strategies to Build Literacy Skills: Engagement at Every Level of Thinking! (SOT2847) 
· How the Brain Learns to Read (CO7472) 


