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Summary  
 
While educators and policymakers generally agree that enabling teachers to improve student learning is 
one of the most significant ways to raise student achievement, there are heated disagreements about the 
most useful ways to do this. Teaching in the Flat World: Learning from High-Performing Systems will 
help school systems improve their teacher workforce by drawing important lessons from nations with 
high-performing educational systems, as well as from successful state experiments in the United States.  
 
The varied solutions described in Teaching in the Flat World offer valuable ideas for how to create a 
strong teacher and school administrator corps from recruitment and preparation through induction, 
professional development, evaluation and career advancement into leadership roles. Chapters focusing 
on systems in Finland, Ontario and Singapore – major cities in countries that have well-developed and 
effective systems for recruiting, preparing, developing and retaining teachers and school leaders – are 
co-authored by local scholars with extensive knowledge of the history and current status of policy and 
practice in their nation. The final chapter highlights attributes that are absolutely necessary for any 
education system to flourish. 
 
This book will be useful to policymakers, practitioners and researchers interested in strengthening the 
quality of teaching, and ultimately help design systems that expand learning opportunities for all 
children. 
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