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Summary  
 
Bridging Literacy and Equity synthesises the essential research and practice of social equity teaching 
in one succinct, user-friendly volume. 
 

This book bridges the gap between theory and practice. In most instances these two perspectives in 
educational scholarship are divergent since theorists and practitioners are often not the same people, 
and they operate from different positions in the enterprise. Consequently, theoretical ideas about 
educational reform are considered too abstract, rather esoteric, and fanciful and unfeasible by 
classroom practitioners. This book resolves this tension; it provides authentic examples of real teachers 
engaged in social equity instructional practices and analyses how they exemplify theoretical principles 
about social equity teaching. 
 

Chapters identify six key dimensions of social equity teaching that can help teachers see their students’ 
potential and create conditions that will support their literacy development. Serving students well 
depends on understanding relationships between race, class, culture and literacy; the complexity and 
significance of culture; and the culturally situated nature of literacy. It also requires knowledge of 
culturally responsive practices, such as collaborating with and learning from caregivers, using cultural 
referents, enacting critical and transformative literacy practices, and seeing the capacities of English 
language learners and children. 
 

Each chapter includes a “Reflection and Inquiry” section, with exercises to help readers relate to 
chapter concepts and issues to their own teaching practices. 
 

Supporting Resources  
 

· Identify Safe Classrooms: Places to Belong and Learn (CO2038) 
· More Than 100 Brain-Friendly Tools and Strategies for Literacy Instruction (CO6309) 
· From Tired to Inspired: Fresh Strategies to Engage Students in Literacy (SOT7281) 
· The Path to Get There: Literacy Learning for Higher Student  

Achievement Across the Disciplines (TCP0638) 


