
T A B L E

O F  C O N T E N T S

WELCOME

MAP OF ASIA

GODS AND HUMANS
The Tree of Life Philippine Islands
Wish for Power China
The Lucky Straw Japan

LOVE
Bride’s Island Korea
The Ruby Ring Cambodia
Two Brothers Vietnam

FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS
A Friend’s Gift Vietnam
The Good Couple 

and Their Bad Neighbors Japan
Heng and Yong Thailand

SMART AND NOT-SO-SMART
Gold for the Clever Man India
Monkey and Turtle Philippine Islands
The Kind Fool India

HOW AND WHY
Why the Carabao 

Moves So Slowly Philippine Islands
Why Bats Fly at Night Laos
The River of Stars China



W E L C O M E  T O  T H E

R E T O L D  A S I A N  M Y T H S  

A N D  F O L K T A L E S

Imagine a story that is so interesting that it’s retold for
thousands of years! Visualize children sitting around a
storyteller and listening to this tale. Then visualize those
same listeners as adults retelling the story to other
children. This is how the oral tradition of storytelling
keeps myths and folktales alive in Asia and other
continents around the globe.

Not only are these stories entertaining to the audience,
they are educational as well. Listeners can learn such
things as how to behave, how to treat others, and how the
Milky Way was formed.

The stories in this book are from several Asian
countries. Asia is the largest continent in the world. It is as
rich in history as it is dense with people. Over sixty percent
of the world’s population live in mainland Asia and its
islands. As the map shows, Asian countries include China,
India, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, Japan, Korea,
and the Philippine Islands. With so many people spread
over such a large area, it’s easy to understand why Asia is
a rainbow of cultures and races.

Asia is also a mixture of religions. The major religions
are Hinduism, Buddhism, and Taoism.You’ll read myths in
this book that reflect the beliefs of these religions 
and others.

From reading myths, we can learn a lot about people
and their cultures. Myths provide insights into parts of a
culture that a textbook can’t cover.



In the
beginning,
the earth
consisted
only of
rocks and
dirt. One
day the god
of the land
was lonely,
so he
decided to
make
humans.
Only it
wasn’t as
simple as
he’d
thought.

In the beginning, there were three gods in the universe:
the god of the land, the god of the oceans and seas, and the
god of the sky. But oddly enough, each god thought that he
was the only one who existed.

Bathala,
1

the god of the land, was a mighty giant. He
looked just like you and me, except that he was much
larger.

One day Bathala said to himself, “It is a fine thing to
be the ruler of the universe, but for some reason I am not
happy. Maybe it is because I am all alone. Life would be 
more interesting if only I had some beings as smart and 
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The Tree
ofLife


