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OUR ONLY EARTH: GLOBAL POVERTY

The Sequence of Our Only Earth
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Our Only Earth has been carefully structured for both the student and the teacher.
Study of the global problem begins with a brief survey, followed by in-depth
information and independent research, culminating with a problem-solving
process where students conduct their own Youth Summit. At the Summit, the
students search for solutions and create action plans to approach the global issues.
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In the Teacher Information, you’ll note explanations for each student activity. The
lessons in Our Only Earth are intended to be used as guidelines. Your creativity is
encouraged, so please use these materials as a springboard for developing your
own classroom activities.

The Overview
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The students begin with an Overview of the issue. The Overview serves as a quick
appraisal of the global issue and discloses important facts as to WHY this topic is
worthy of study. Since the Overview shares poignant information, the students
often become emotionally engaged in the topic. If students feel overwhelmed
or fearful, as we initially did, reinforce the point of studying this issue to improve
environmental or social conditions. To do this, it is necessary to be informed.
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Letter Writing
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Next, students will write letters to organisations requesting information about
the particular global problem at hand. This activity serves two main purposes: to
introduce students to formal letter writing, and to provide them with up-to-date
information on the topic.

Classroom Activities

H

Students, as a class, will then have hands-on experience to personally explore
aspects of the global issue. Because of the experiential nature of these activities,
the students should be motivated to study further for the next activity.

©

This is a cooperative and accelerated learning activity that teaches facts and
information about global problems. Students are divided into small groups.
Everyone receives a fact card and teaches the three facts on the card to their
group. Next, the group prepares a dynamic mini-presentation to teach their facts
to the whole class. When this lesson is complete, the students will have learned a
wealth of information about their global challenge.
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Introduction

Nothing but the Facts!
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(approximate time: 1 hour)
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Writing to Organisations
for Information

ca
ti
on

2

Letter Writing
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In order to gather current information on the global challenge, you will want to
initiate a letter-writing activity to various organisations at the beginning of the unit.
It often takes four to six weeks to receive information. However, the wait is well
worth it, as the materials will provide relevant and up-to-date information. For a
quicker response, depending upon your locality, you can also call organisations and
ask them to send information.
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To introduce this letter-writing activity, ask the class to consider questions they
have about the issue at hand. Explain that writing letters to public and private
organisations is an effective way of gathering information on a topic where data is
continually changing.
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Begin by providing students with copies of “Organisations to Write to for
Information“. Brainstorm with them about what elements to include in a letter that
requests information. Assign groups, pairs or individual students to contact
an organisation. You may want to suggest that they create an outline before
writing. It’s important for students to be specific in their requests for materials.
Depending upon the age and ability level of your students, you may wish to format
a sample letter.
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2. However, the majority of these people move to squatter
settlements that surround most large cities in developing
countries. Squatter settlements are called barrios in Mexico,
favelas in Brazil, and shanty towns in India and Africa.
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3. One-third of the entire population of Kolkata (formerly
Calcutta) live in shanty towns.
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Access this reproducible resource at: go.hbe.com.au
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Global Poverty

1. 60 million people move into cities each year in developing
countries. This rate of movement will continue for the next 30
years. Almost 180,000 people move into cities each day.

© 2014 Hawker Brownlow Education • 9781862998568 • 3654

General Information
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1. Many people living in cities in developed countries also live in
poverty. Nearly 35 million Americans are underfed.

©
Global Poverty
H

2. Hunger, unemployment, inadequate or no housing, drug
addiction, crime and violence are the major problems
affecting inner cities in developed countries.
3. Tension between social and racial groups and lack of shelter
are compounded by competition for the few jobs available
in the inner cities of developed nations.

Access this reproducible resource at: go.hbe.com.au
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General Information

OUR ONLY EARTH: GLOBAL POVERTY

Evaluation Sheet for Discovery
NAME: ________________________________________ DATE: ___________

ca
ti
on

TEAM MEMBERS: _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

1.

What information did you discover that indicates how critical this
problem is?
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________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________

What was the most interesting thing you discovered? Why?
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2.
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________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Scavenger Hunt

Can you find two pieces of data that pose contradictory
information about this problem? List the sources and the differences
discovered and why you think they are in conflict.

H

3.

Access this reproducible resource at: go.hbe.com.au
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Taking Action
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This is the most exciting part of the process. Here students take action and begin
effecting change. It may be necessary to set aside time each week for students
to work on their action plans. There are a myriad of possibilities for taking action
and you may find your class involved in creating a game, making a film, writing
a book, starting a newsletter, raising money for a project, conducting research,
getting signatures for a petition, surveying the community or making public
service announcements for a local television or radio station, to name a few of the
possible outcomes.
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Youth Summit
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NOTE: The processes and times shown on the following page are merely
suggestions. You are encouraged to make adaptations to fit your needs and
classroom situations.
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YOUTH SUMMIT
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STEP 7:
Presenting Solutions

GOAL: To develop presentations that inform others about the issue and the plan
OBJECTIVES:
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of action.

• Suggest various ways to present information and solutions.
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• Teach at least 10 facts to the audience.

• Actively engage the audience in learning about the issue and in taking
action.
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TIME: 1 – 3 hours.
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PROCESS: Allow time for students to present information about the problem
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and their solutions to the class. Students might use some of the products from
the Scavenger Hunt or Independent Research to teach others about the problem.
Encourage the use of charts, diagrams and illustrations. Poetry, songs, raps or skits
can also be a great way to inform others. Emphasise the need to develop dynamic
and interesting presentations that encourage audience participation.
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After the students have prepared their presentations, they may want to go “on
the road” with them. Exhibits can be set up in the school or public library so
other students can see them. Talk to your principal about holding a school-wide
assembly. There may be other students who want to get involved in the activities.
A Parent Night or Community Night could be set up to inform others, not only
about the issues, but also about what students have been doing to resolve them.
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Teacher Information

NOTE: The steps on pages 91 and 92 will help the students prepare their
presentations.
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YOUTH SUMMIT

Problem Definition
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One of the ways to clarify a problem is to phrase it as a question.
Restating your problem as a question will make it clear and definite. This
will also direct you to possible solutions. For example, if your issue is the
disposal of waste products in your local area, several questions could be
formulated, such as:
• How can we educate our community about its waste disposal
problem?
• In what ways could we reduce the amount of waste our
community generates?
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• How can we limit the amount of disposable products used in our
community?
• What kind of recycling program could we create locally?
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There could be many other questions as well. As you can see by
restating your problem as a question, the focus becomes more clear
and you may be better prepared to seek answers. These answers will
later suggest solutions which will lead you to a specific group project. For
now, however, the task is to take your issue and turn it into a question. In
the space provided below, write your group’s issue:
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________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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Student Activity
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________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Working individually, take a couple of minutes to come up with two
or three possible questions. You will want to include a strong actionoriented word in each of your questions such as any of the following:
educate

reduce

enhance

limit

inform

promote

decrease

involve

publicise

Access this reproducible resource at: go.hbe.com.au
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STEP 6:
Action Planning

Youth Summit Group Action Plan Form
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You will now need to organise how to carry out your group’s solution.
Each of you will have individual tasks to complete. On the form below,
write down your group action plan.

ow

Group Members: (Please list first and last names.)
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Group Topic: _______________________________________________________
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List your best solution:
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Describe the specific problem your group decided to solve:
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List the specific steps your group will take to carry out the solution,
beginning with what you will do first, second, third and so on. Also
list the name of the group member who will be responsible for doing
each step:

Describe the end result of your efforts. What exactly will you have
accomplished?

Youth Summit
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Create a timeline stating dates of completion for the steps listed
above:

Access this reproducible resource at: go.hbe.com.au
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