
TABLE  OF  CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION . . . Celebrate Basic Reading Comprehension Skills ................................................. 7

Skills Checklist for Reading Comprehension ................................................................................ 8

SKILLS EXERCISES................................................................................................................................ 9

Rules to Live By . . . (Determining Word Meaning) ..................................................................... 10

Get Ahead! . . . (Identifying Main Ideas) ....................................................................................... 11

WANTED: Top-Quality Person . . . (Identifying Main Ideas) ........................................................ 12

A Word to the Wise . . . (Identifying Main Ideas) ......................................................................... 13

Puzzlements . . . (Reading for Details) ......................................................................................... 14

Story Building . . . (Identifying Elements of a Story) .................................................................. 15

Borrowed Trouble . . . (Explaining Sequence) ............................................................................. 16

Flip-Flop . . . (Identifying Cause & Effect) ................................................................................... 17

Fact Finder . . . (Distinguishing Fact & Opinion) ....................................................................... 18

U.F.O. . . . (Distinguishing Fact & Opinion) ................................................................................. 19

A Belly Laugh Ballad . . . (Summarising/Identifying Theme) ..................................................... 20

Tales That Teach . . . (Drawing Logical Conclusions) .................................................................. 21

The Dead Tell Tales . . . (Drawing Logical Conclusions) .............................................................. 22

The End from the Beginning . . . (Predicting Outcomes) ........................................................... 23

Looking in the Mirror . . . (Connections between Fiction & Real Life) ...................................... 24

It Can Happen . . . (Comparing & Contrasting) ........................................................................... 25

Good Intentions or Inventions? . . . (Making Judgments) ........................................................... 26

Oops! . . . (Making Judgments) ..................................................................................................... 27

Speaking out on Homework . . . (Reading for Information) ....................................................... 28

In Need of a Cure . . . (Reading for Information) ......................................................................... 29



Advantage or Ad Nauseum . . . (Using Graphics) ........................................................................ 30

Wholes & Holes . . . (Interpreting Charts & Graphs) ................................................................. 32

Double View . . . (Identifying Point of View) ............................................................................... 33

Anonymous Portrait . . . (Identifying Bias) ................................................................................. 35

Not Your Usual Grandma . . . (Identifying Stereotype) .............................................................. 36

A Poison Tree . . . (Identifying Author’s Purpose) ....................................................................... 37

Watch That Tone! . . . (Identifying Tone) .................................................................................... 38

Meet Chaucer’s Nun . . . (Recognising Characterisation Techniques) ....................................... 39

Invitation to the Great Outdoors . . . (Identifying Theme/Figurative Language) ...................... 40

Green Isn’t So Bad! . . . (Identifying Literary Devices) ............................................................... 41

The Skeleton in Your Closet . . . (Identifying Figurative Language) ......................................... 42

Stop the CDs . . . (Explaining Personal Responses) .................................................................... 43

APPENDIX ............................................................................................................................................ 45

Literary Devices ............................................................................................................................ 46

Reading Comprehension Skills Test .............................................................................................48

Skills Test Answer Key .................................................................................................................. 54

Answers ......................................................................................................................................... 55



Basic does not mean boring! There certainly is nothing dull about . . .

. . . reading about skeletons in closets, slimy green stuff, or view-
points of a headache

. . . figuring out why you can’t blow your nose in public in one
U.S. town

. . . seeing what you can find out from tombstones

. . . deciding what ants and grasshoppers can teach you about life

. . . untangling mixed-up words, sentences, stories, stereotypes,
and ideas

. . . learning how to cure acne or how to ride a 30-foot wave

. . . tracking down clues for puzzles and mysteries

. . . finding out humourous stuff you never knew about famous
historical characters

The idea of celebrating the basics is just what it sounds like—enjoying
and improving the basic skills of reading, understanding, and using
words and language. The pages that follow are full of exercises for
students that will help to review and strengthen specific, basic skills in
the content area of language arts. This is not just another ordinary ‘fill-
in-the-blanks’ way to learn. The high-interest exercises will put students
to work focusing on and applying the most important skills of reading
comprehension while enjoying fun and challenging adventures with
pieces of literature.

The pages in this book can be used in many ways:

• for individual students to sharpen or practise a skill

• with a small group needing to relearn or strengthen a skill

• as an instructional tool for teaching a skill to any size group

• by students working on their own

• by students working under the direction of a teacher or parent

Each page may be used to introduce a new skill, to reinforce a skill,
or even to assess a student’s performance of a skill.

As students take on the challenges of these adventures with words, they
will grow in their mastery of language skills and will enjoy learning to
the fullest. And as you watch them check off the basic reading compre-
hension skills they’ve strengthened, you can celebrate with them!

CELEBRATE  BASIC  
READING  COMPREHENSION  SKILLS
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A  BELLY  LAUGH  BALLAD

Name

A ballad is a poem or rhyme that tells a short story and is meant to be sung. Many ballads are
love stories or tragic stories of death and betrayal. A few are humourous. Here is a very funny
English ballad, written on a universal theme. Some of the words have been paraphrased from
Old English. You will be able to figure out the others!

Summarising • Identifying Theme

It fell about the Martinmas time,
And a gay time it was then,
When our goodwife got puddings to make,
She’d boiled them in the pan.

The wind so cold blew south and north.
And blew into the floor;
Quoth our goodman to our goodwife
“Get up and bar the door.”

“My hand is in my housework,
Goodman, you may see
And it will not be barred for a hundred years
If it has to be barred by me!”

So they made a pact between them two,
They made it firm and sure.
That whoever was the first to speak
Should rise and bar the door.

Then by there came two gentlemen,
At twelve o’clock at night,
They could neither see house nor hall
Nor coal nor candlelight.

They called, “Is this a rich man’s house,
Or do you say it’s poor?”
But ne’er a word would one of them speak
For barring of the door.

And first they ate the white puddings
And then they ate the black:
Tho the goodwife thought much to herself,
Yet ne’er a word she spake.

Then said one robber to another
“Here, man, take ye my knife;
Do ye take off the old man’s beard
And I’ll kiss the goodwife.”

“But there’s no water in the house,
And what shall we do then?”
“We’ll use the pudding water
That boils in the pan!”

Up then started our goodman.
An angry man was he.
“Will ye kiss my wife before my eyes
And scald me with pudding bree?”

Then up and started our goodwife,
Did three skips on the floor;
“Goodman, you’ve spoken the foremost word;
Get up and bar the door!”

GET UP AND BAR THE DOOR

1. What is the theme of this ballad? 
____________________________________________

2. What serious point or moral is made by this funny story?
_____________________________________

3. Use the back of the page to write a brief summary of the story in this ballad.


