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ABOUT
JEANNIE BAKER
Jeannie Baker was born in England. She grew up in London. During the early 1970s, Jeannie
began to work on the collage constructions that she has become so famous for. Although
these were designed and made to illustrate wonderful stories, many are considered separate
works of art. In fact, Jeannie’s work is so respected that some of her pieces belong to public
art collections. Jeannie’s work has also been exhibited in art galleries in Australia, England
and America. In 1975, Jeannie settled in Sydney, Australia.
Jeannie is both the author and the illustrator of some very popular picture books. Her
achievements include the following:
Home In The Sky

ALA Notable Book

Where the Forest Meets the Sea

Boston Globe Honour Book
IBBY Honour Award
Friends of the Earth Award

Window

Short-listed for Kate Greenaway Medal
Australian Children’s Picture Book of the Year, 1992

Some of Jeannie’s other works include Grandmother, Grandfather, The Story of Rosy Dock
and The Hidden Forest. Her most recent book is Belonging.
It is the incredible collage constructions that have made Jeannie Baker’s work stand out and
achieve such merit. The detail and work that has gone into her collages is astonishing.
Jeannie is able to capture the textures and colours of scenes that we are so familiar with and
ones that we are seeing for the first time. Her love of the environment and of Australia’s
many unique habitats is evident in her work. Her stories tell of Australia’s hidden treasures
and highlight the threats to some of our most precious living things. Jeannie often visits the
places that feature in her artworks so that she may truly capture their beauty, and at times,
some of the materials that create these artworks have been found in these natural
environments.
Jeannie also uses modelling clay, fabrics, paint, glass, wood, tiles, string, grass, resin, sand,
twigs, seaweeds and sea sponges to bring her collages to life.
Where the Forest Meets the Sea and The Story of Rosy Dock have also been made into
short films, directed by Jeannie herself and produced by Film Australia.
Visit Jeannie Baker online at www.jeanniebaker.com
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THE STORY OF
ROSY DOCK
These questions may be used for a written comprehension activity or as discussion
questions.
1. What is the scientific name for Rosy Dock?
2. When and how was it introduced to Australia?
3. Identify three possible reasons that a settler might bring seeds that are native to another
country.
4. What country is Rosy Dock native to? Conduct research to find Rosy Dock’s role in that
country’s native environment. To who or what is Rosy Dock a food/life source?
5. Identify five ways that the spread of Rosy Dock might affect Australia’s native plants.
6. Identify five ways that the spread of Rosy Dock might affect Australia’s native animals.
7. How do you suggest environmental authorities might be able to deter the spread of Rosy
Dock throughout Australia’s desert regions?
8. Find out what the relevant Australian state governments are doing to manage the spread
of Rosy Dock.
9. Study the final illustration of the story. Why do you think so many Australians may not
be concerned about the spread of Rosy Dock?
10. What are the two different perceptions that may be found in the final illustration of The
Story of Rosy Dock?
11. In the final illustration, why do you believe Jeannie Baker included rabbits in this image?
12. How has the Australian government made it much more difficult to introduce animals
and plants that are not native to this country?
13. Investigate the Australian Customs and Quarantine departments. What are their roles?
What are some of the common duties they fulfil? What are some of the penalties
associated with illegally bringing introduced species of animals and plants into Australia?
14. Work with a team to produce a community awareness campaign designed to raise
people’s awareness of the potential dangers associated with introducing animals and
plants that are native to countries other than Australia.
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WINDOW
SUMMARY:
Window follows the impact that a growing population has on a rural area. The story is told
as the reader watches a young boy grow up. The view from his bedroom window reveals the
environmental effect of increasing populations and environmental change that cannot be
reversed. The reader can draw comparisons between the child’s development and that of the
area in which he lives. It also demonstrates the irony of parents wanting for their children the
very things that we have destroyed. Window also studies the impact of urbanisation on native
wildlife and vegetation.

CONCEPTS:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Environment
Urban impact
Extinction and threatened species
Native wildlife and vegetation
Environmental responsibilities
Change
The future
Habitats
Cause and effect
Pollution
Time
Rural vs. Urban
Preservation and Conservation

SUMMARY OF UNIT ACTIVITIES
• Study the cover wrap and answer a series of questions designed to raise awareness of the
scene that is being set and to predict and interpret the messages within.
• Imagine and record the dreams and hopes that the mother in the story may have for her
newborn baby. Ask parents about the dreams and hopes they have for their own children.
• Create a questionnaire designed to find out the changes that have taken place in the
students’ parents’ lives. These changes should include social, environmental and
technological changes.
• Identify and document the changes that are depicted in each of the series of illustrations
from Window.
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