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To the Student
In FOCUS on Comparing and Contrasting, Book C, you will read
passages and answer questions. You will practise using the reading strategy
called Comparing and Contrasting. You will learn about the strategy on
the Learn About pages. You will see a sample passage, sample questions
and sample answer choices on the Lesson Preview pages. Then you will
practise using the strategy in twenty lessons.
Each lesson has a passage and five questions. After you finish reading
the passage, answer the five questions. For the first four questions, fill in
the correct answers on the Answer Form on page 53. Or, you may fill in
the correct answers directly on the page. For the fifth question, write the
answer on the lines provided on the page. Fill in the circle on the Answer
Form to show that you have completed the fifth question.
Use the Tracking Chart on page 47 to show when you have finished
each lesson and to show the number of questions that you answered
correctly. After each group of five lessons, you will complete a selfassessment to see how you are doing.
So . . . FOCUS and enjoy!
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Learn About
Comparing and Contrasting

Comparing and contrasting is finding out how things are alike
or different. Comparing is finding how things are alike. Contrasting
is finding how things are different.
Two or more people, places, objects or events can be compared
and contrasted.
When you read a passage, think about the people, places, objects
or events that you read about. Ask yourself, “How are they similar
or alike? How are they different?”

Read this paragraph to find out how two foods are alike and
different.
Have you ever had a taco?
Have you ever had a burrito?
Tacos and burritos both have
tasty fillings. Tacos have a corn
wrapping around the filling.
Unlike tacos, burritos have
a flour wrapping around the
filling. If you can’t decide which
you’d like to try, try both!

Alike
Different

Tacos

Burritos

Taco

Burrito

tasty filling
corn wrapping

tasty filling
flour wrapping
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Compare the two foods in the paragraph. Think about how
the foods are alike. Ask yourself, “How are tacos and burritos
alike?”
Both tacos and burritos have tasty fillings.
Contrast the two foods in the paragraph. Think about how
they are different. Ask yourself, “How are tacos and burritos
different?”

Clue words can signal comparisons and contrasts in what
you read.
For comparisons, look for clue words that signal how things
are alike. The words same, both, like, alike and also signal ways
in which things are similar, or alike.
For contrasts, look for clue words that signal how things
are different. The words but, unlike, different and however
signal ways in which things are different.

Taco wrappings are made of corn. Burrito wrappings are made
of flour.
What two clue words are used in the paragraph about tacos
and burritos? The clue words both and unlike are used.

:

Re

er

If you don’t see clue words, think about how things are alike
or different.
emb
m

Remember that comparing is finding how things are
alike. Contrasting is finding how things are different.
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Preview

Silk and wool are alike in some
ways. Both are kinds of cloth. Both
were discovered thousands of years ago.
Both come from nature because they
are made from materials that come from
animals.
Insects called silkworms are raised
on silk farms. The silkworms produce
silk thread. Workers collect the threads
from the silkworms. Then workers in a
factory clean, twist and dye the threads.
This raw silk is shipped to a mill. There,
the silk threads are woven on machines
called power looms.
Silk thread is strong, smooth and
shiny. It is the strongest of all natural
threads. Silk is used to make skirts,
shirts, dresses and scarves.

Silk was discovered in China. The
Chinese carefully guarded the secret of
how to make silk for three thousand
years. Today most raw silk comes from
China and Japan.
Unlike silk, wool comes from sheep.
On a sheep farm, shearers clip off the
animals’ soft fleece, or woolly coat.
Then the wool is shipped to a mill. At
the mill, it is cleaned, combed and spun.
Like silk threads, spun wool is dyed and
then woven on power looms.
Silk is very light and cool, but wool
is heavy and warm. Wool keeps out
the cold, so it is often used to make
sweaters, coats, blankets and socks.
Most wool produced today comes from
Australia and New Zealand.
2. What is one way that silk and wool
are different?

1. What is one way that silk and wool
threads are alike?





Both
Both
Both
Both

 Silk is made by sheep, but wool

are made by silkworms.
come from sheep.
were discovered in China.
come from nature.
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Read this sample passage about two
kinds of cloth. As you read, think
about the ways in which silk and
wool are alike. Think about the
ways in which they are different.
Look for clue words.

comes from silkworms.
 Silk is made by silkworms, but wool
comes from sheep.
 Silk is heavy and warm, but wool
is light and cool.
 Silk comes from animals, but wool
comes from a machine.
4
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Look at the answer choices for each question.
Read why each answer choice is correct
or not correct.

1. What is one way that silk and wool
threads are alike?

2. What is one way that silk and wool
are different?

 Both are made by silkworms.

 Silk is made by sheep, but wool

comes from silkworms.

This answer is not correct because
silk is made by silkworms, but wool
comes from sheep.

This answer is not correct because
the passage states the opposite. It
says that silk is made by silkworms,
but wool comes from sheep.

 Both come from sheep.

This answer is not correct because
wool comes from sheep, but silk
comes from silkworms.

● Silk is made by silkworms, but wool

comes from sheep.
This answer is correct because the
passage states that silk is made
by silkworms, and wool comes from
sheep.

 Both were discovered in China.

This answer is not correct because
the passage states only that silk
was discovered in China. It doesn’t
say where wool was discovered.

 Silk is heavy and warm, but wool

is light and cool.

● Both come from nature.

This answer is not correct because
the passage states the opposite.
It says that silk is light and cool,
but wool is heavy and warm.

This answer is correct because
both silk and wool come from
nature, as they are both from
materials made by animals.

 Silk comes from animals, but wool

comes from a machine.
This answer is not correct because
both silk and wool come from
animals. Although wool is woven on
a machine, the wool itself comes
from animals, sheep.
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