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1 . How well did you do in Lessons 1–20? Circle your answer.

great good could have done better

2. Complete this sentence. I did well in this book because

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in this book if

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Complete this page after you 
have finished Lessons 1–20.

Name  ___________________________________________ Date  _______________

FOCUS on Drawing Conclusions 
and Making Inferences, Book A

Lessons 1–20
Self-Assessment 
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Not all information is given in a story or passage. Some information is
hinted at. But you can figure out information that is not given. To do
this, use information that is given. Also use what you already know from
your own life. Then you can figure out information that is not given.

Figuring out information that is not given is called drawing 
conclusions and making inferences.

Read this story about Mr Clarke. As you read, ask yourself, “What 
information is given? What do I already know from my own life?”

It was a fine morning. Mr Clarke walked 
over to his pile of dead leaves. He had raked 
the pile to an area just beyond his garden. 
He had been waiting for a safe, still day 
to burn it.

Mr Clarke lit a match. Fire danced 
through the leaves. Then a wind came up.

An hour later, Mr Clarke’s whole garden was 
black and smoky. Mr Clarke looked at it sadly 
and said, “Well, at least I didn’t lose 
the house.”

The story does tell you that Mr Clarke had a pile of dead leaves.
He planned to burn it. He had piled the leaves just beyond his
garden. The story tells about a match and some wind. Then it says
that the whole garden ended up black and smoky. One thing the story
does not tell is what happened to Mr Clarke’s garden. Why did it turn
black and smoky? How can you figure that out? What are the hints?

Learn About
Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences
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Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 16–20. Before you 
begin, read again what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 3.

1 . How well did you do in Lessons 16–20? Circle your answer.

 great good could have done better

2. Did you have any trouble with the reading or the questions? ––––––––––––––
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Think about what you wanted to do differently in Lessons 16–20. 
Did you do this?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________
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Self-Assessment 
Lessons 16–20
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1 . How well did you do in Lessons 11–15? Circle your answer.

 great good could have done better

2. Did you have any trouble with the reading or the questions? ––––––––––––––
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Think about what you wanted to do differently in Lessons 11–15. 
Did you do this?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. What do you want to do differently in Lessons 16–20? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 11–15. Before you 
begin, read again what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 2.

Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________

FOCUS on Drawing Conclusions 
and Making Inferences, Book A
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Lessons 11–15
Self-Assessment 
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Figure out the information that is not given. First, think about what
is given. The story says that Mr Clarke was planning to burn leaves.
The pile was just beyond his garden. He lit a match, and the wind
came up. An hour later, his garden was black and smoky.

Then think about what you already know. You know that a burning
fire causes smoke and turns things black. You may know that wind
makes fire burn hotter. You also probably know that bits of burning 
leaves can blow around and cause other things to catch fire. So you can 
figure out that Mr Clarke lit a match to burn the leaves. The wind 
spread the fire from the leaves to Mr Clarke’s garden. His garden 
caught fire and burned.

Details in Passage What You Already Know Conclusion or Inference

Mr Clarke wanted to 
burn leaves just 
beyond his garden. 
He lit a match. A 
wind came up. His 
garden became black 
and smoky.

Fire causes smoke and 
turns things black. 
Wind makes fire burn 
hotter. Burning leaves 
can catch other things 
on fire. The garden was 
near the pile of leaves.

Mr Clarke’s garden 
caught on fire and 
burned.

From what the passage tells you and from what you already know, 
you can figure out what happened to Mr Clarke’s garden.

You can use details that are given. You can use what you already
know. Then you can figure out information that is only hinted at.

Figuring out information that is not given is called 
drawing conclusions and making inferences.

Re

member:

+ =
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1. You can tell that Skye

� had no idea what she had found.
� knew what all the marks on 

the rock wall meant.
� knew something about the 

marks.

2. Skye’s father probably

� knew what Skye had found when 
he saw it.

� had no idea what Skye had found 
when he saw it.

� was angry to see that someone 
had made marks on the rock wall.

Read this sample story about 
what Skye found. As you read, 
think about the information that 
is given. Also think about what 
you already know. This will help 
you figure out information that 
is not given.

Skye and her father were just inside the 
cave when she saw it. It was a huge rock 
wall with marks on one side. Some were 
shaped like hands. One looked like a 
snake. Another looked like a hunter.

Skye leaned closer. She could tell the 
marks had been made ages ago. They had 
been partly worn away by wind and time. 
What Aboriginal person from the past 
had made them? What did they mean?

“Dad!” Skye called. “Look what I found!”
When her father stepped over to the rock to see, his eyes 

opened wide with surprise. “This is wonderful, Skye!” he said.

The Find

Lesson Preview
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Lessons 6–10
Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 6–10. Before you 
begin, read again what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 1.

1 . How well did you do in Lessons 6–10? Circle your answer.

 great good could have done better

2. Did you have any trouble with the reading or the questions? ______________
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Think about what you wanted to do differently in Lessons 6–10. 
Did you do this?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. What do you want to do differently in Lessons 11–15? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________
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1. How well did you do in Lessons 1–5? Circle your answer.

 great good could have done better

2. Did you have any trouble with the reading or the questions? ______________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in Lessons 1–5 if

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. What do you want to do differently in Lessons 6–10?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 1–5.

Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________

FOCUS on Drawing Conclusions 
and Making Inferences, Book A

Lessons 1–5
Self-Assessment 
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1. You can tell that Skye

� had no idea what she had found.

This answer is not correct 
because Skye knew the rock wall 
had marks on it. She thought 
the marks probably meant 
something. She knew that the 
marks had been made by 
someone from the past.

� knew what all the marks 
on the rock wall meant.

This answer is not correct 
because Skye wondered to 
herself just what the marks 
meant.

● knew some things about the 
marks.

This answer is correct because 
Skye knew that the marks were 
old. They had been worn away by 
wind and time. She knew that 
some marks looked like hands, a 
snake or a hunter. She thought 
that the marks had probably 
been made by an Aboriginal 
person.

2. Skye’s father probably

● knew what Skye had found 
when he saw it.

This answer is correct because he 
looked surprised when he saw it. 
He also told Skye that it was 
wonderful. He would not have felt 
this way if he hadn’t known what 
she had found.

� had no idea what Skye had found 
when he saw it.

This answer is not correct 
because he probably would not 
have looked surprised or said it 
was wonderful if he hadn’t known 
what he was seeing.

� was angry to see that someone 
had made marks on the rock wall.

This answer is not correct 
because his eyes were wide with 
surprise, not anger. Also, he told 
Skye that what she’d found was 
wonderful.

Look at the answer choices for each 
question. Read why each answer choice
is correct or not correct.
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