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DRAWING CONCLUSIONS
AND MAKING INFERENCES

INTRODUCTION
What is the FOCUS series?

What is Drawing Conclusions
and Making Inferences, the
Reading Strategy featured
in this FOCUS book?

FOCUS is a reading-strategy practice series.
Each student book in the series provides brief
instruction and concentrated practice for
students in one targeted Reading Strategy.
FOCUS also allows students the opportunity
for self-assessment of their performance. It
allows teachers the opportunity to identify
and assess a student’s level of mastery.

Drawing a conclusion or making an inference
is figuring out information that is suggested
or hinted at but that is not directly or fully
stated or explained in a passage. To figure
out information that is not directly stated,
use information that is directly stated, along
with what you already know from your own
experience. Conclusions and inferences can
relate to people, places, objects, situations,
events, and so on.

6 Reading Strategies featured in the
FOCUS series:
• Understanding Main Idea and Details
• Understanding Sequence
• Recognising Cause and Effect
• Comparing and Contrasting
• Making Predictions
• Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences
The FOCUS series spans 8 reading levels
(1.0–8.9). The reading passages in each book
are designed so that the book can be used by
all students performing at that reading level.
The reading passages in each book progress
from low to high along that reading level range.
Book
Book A
Book B
Book C
Book D
Book E
Book F
Book G
Book H

Reading Level
1.0–1.9
2.0–2.9
3.0–3.9
4.0–4.9
5.0–5.9
6.0–6.9
7.0–7.9
8.0–8.9
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READING STRATEGY TIPS FOR THE TEACHER
When you draw a conclusion or make an inference,
you come to a decision or form an opinion based
on information in a passage and what you already
know related to that information.

Learn About
Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences

Not all information is given in a reading passage. Some is
just hinted at. But you can figure out this information that is
not directly stated. To do this, think about the information that
is directly stated. Also think about what you already know. Then
you can figure out information that is not directly stated.
Figuring out information that is not directly stated is called
drawing conclusions and making inferences.

Conclusions and inferences can be made about
people, times, locations, situations, events, feelings,
and so on. Conclusions and inferences are made
about things that already exist but aren’t directly
stated or fully explained in a passage. They aren’t
hidden, as in a mystery, they are just not directly
stated. They are “in the background”. For
example, the Learn About paragraph gives some
information about frogs. What else might you want
to know about frogs? As you think about this, you
realise that you might want to know where frogs
live. The paragraph tells you that frogs have legs
and feet that are good for swimming. What might
this tell about where frogs live? You know that
animals usually make good use of the features that
they have. And you know that swimming is done in
water. This kind of thinking leads you to realise
that frogs live in watery places.

Drawing conclusions and making inferences means
“reading between the lines” to fill in missing
information.

Some passage clues are related to the natural
world. For example, if you are reading a story
about a character who must pull her flapping cloak
tightly around her body and pull up her hood to
keep her face dry, you can figure out that it is
windy and rainy out, whether the story says so or
not. If she is walking in the dark, you can figure
out that the story is taking place at night. If the
character stumbles on some rocks on a path, you
can figure out that she’s outside.
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Read this paragraph about frogs. As you read, ask yourself,
“What information is directly stated? What do I already know?”
Around the world,
there are many kinds of
frogs. Two things that all
frogs have in common
are long legs and webbed
feet. These are excellent
for swimming.

The paragraph does tell about frogs. But one thing the
paragraph does not tell you, though, is where frogs live. How can
you figure that out? What are the hints?
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Some passage clues are about abstract concepts,
such as character traits, feelings, attitudes,
motivations, and so on. A story might say that
a character risked life and limb to save a puppy
from a raging river. The story might not say
specifically that the character was brave. But
you could figure this out from the character’s
actions and from what you already know or
think about those kinds of actions. Or, you
might decide that the character was foolish,
depending on your own attitude about those
kinds of actions.

You can’t draw conclusions or make inferences
about things for which there are no clues. For
example, you can’t decide when frogs like to
eat, at night or during the day. You can’t
determine this because there are no hints or
clues at all about when frogs like to eat in the
passage.
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Here is one way to think about conclusions and
inferences: A conclusion is a big idea figured out
by thinking about some related smaller ideas.
To figure out information that is not given or explained, ask yourself,
“What information is given?” The paragraph tells you that there are
many kinds of frogs. It also tells you that all frogs have legs and feet
that are good for swimming.
Then ask yourself, “What do I already know?” You probably know
that animals that have legs and feet that are good for swimming usually
live in places where they can swim. Animals swim in water. So frogs
probably live in watery places.

Details
in Passage

What You
Already Know

Conclusion
or Inference

Frogs have legs and
feet that are good for
swimming.

Animals that have legs
and feet that are good
for swimming usually
live in places where
they can swim. Animals
can swim in water.

Frogs probably live
in watery places.
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Inferences are small ideas figured out by thinking
about a related bigger idea.
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From what the paragraph tells you and from what you already know,
you can figure out that frogs probably live in watery places.

Figuring out information that is not directly stated
is called drawing conclusions and making inferences.
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A conclusion or inference is drawn about
something that already exists but isn’t directly
stated. For example: What is Sam doing? What is
the weather like?

Definitions: “The explicitness with which
teachers teach comprehension strategies makes
a difference in learner outcomes, especially for
low-achieving students (modeling and careful
scaffolding is key).” (Abadiano & Turner,
2003, p. 76).

A prediction, on the other hand, is about
something that might happen next or in the future.
For example: What will Sam do next? Will the
weather stay the same or change?

Abadiano, H. R., & Turner, J. (2003). The RAND report: Reading for
understanding: Toward an R&D program in reading comprehension.
New England Reading Association Journal, 39(2), 74–79.

Here are some examples of conclusions and
inferences.
They threw their hands in the air and cheered. (They
are happy and excited.)
Hector yawned, took off his glasses, put down
The Call of the Wild, put out the light, and pulled
the quilt up around his neck. (Hector is in bed and
tired, The Call of the Wild is a book, Hector has
stopped reading and is about to go to sleep.)
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