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1 . How well did you do in Lessons 1–20? Circle your answer.

 great good could have done better

 2. Complete this sentence. I did well in this book because

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in this book if

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Complete this page after you 
have finished Lessons 1–20.

Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________

FOCUS on Understanding 
Main Idea and Details, Book A

Lessons 1–20
Self-Assessment 
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Lesson 1
Main Idea and Details

The main idea is the most important idea in a story or 
passage. The main idea tells what the story or passage is 
mostly about. Most stories or passages have a title. The title 
can tell something about the main idea. Every paragraph 
also has a main idea.

Details are pieces of information. They tell about the main 
idea. Details explain the main idea. They tell who, what, 
where or why. Details can tell about a person. They can tell 
about a place. They can tell about a thing. Details can tell 
the order in which things happen. Details can also explain 
how to do something.

Read this passage. Think about what the passage is mostly 
about. This is the main idea. Think about what the details 
tell about the main idea.

Learn About
Understanding Main Idea and Details

Taking Care of Plants

House plants need three 
things. They need water. Some 
plants need a lot of water. Others 
need very little. They also need 
light. Some need a lot. Others 
don’t need much. Plants also 
need food. You can buy plant 
food at the shops. Read about 
your plants. Know how much 
water, light and food each kind 
of plant needs. You will have 
beautiful plants for a long time.
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Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 16–20. Before you 
begin, read again what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 3.

1 . How well did you do in Lessons 16–20? Circle your answer.

 great good could have done better

2. Did you have any trouble with the reading or the questions? ––––––––––––––
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Think about what you wanted to do differently in Lessons 16–20. 
Did you do this?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________
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Lessons 16–20
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Lesson 1 3

1 . How well did you do in Lessons 11–15? Circle your answer.

 great good could have done better

2. Did you have any trouble with the reading or the questions? ––––––––––––––
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Think about what you wanted to do differently in Lessons 11–15. 
Did you do this?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. What do you want to do differently in Lessons 16–20? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 11–15. Before you 
begin, read again what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 2.

Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________

FOCUS on Understanding 
Main Idea and Details, Book A
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Lessons 11–15
Self-Assessment 
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The main idea of the passage is that house plants need three
things. It is stated in the first sentence. A main idea may be stated
in other parts of a passage. Or a main idea may not be stated at all.
If it is not stated, ask yourself questions. Ask, “What is this passage 
mostly about? What is the most important idea? What do the 
details tell about?” Everything in the passage will tell about the 
main idea.

The details in the passage give information about taking care
of plants. They tell what plants need. One detail tells that plants
need water. Another detail tells that plants need light. A third detail
tells that plants need food.

The passage about taking care of plants has one paragraph. Other 
passages may have more than one paragraph. Still, the whole 
passage has one main idea.

Main Idea
House plants need three things.

Detail
They need light.

Detail
They need water.

Detail
They need food.

The main idea is what the passage is mostly about. Details are 
pieces of information that tell about the main idea.
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Lesson 1

I was taking care of my little brother, Sam. 
It was early in the morning. Sam went to get 
some juice. I heard him call, “Ed, come 
quick.” I ran to the kitchen. I saw Sam 
standing at the window. He was pointing
to something outside. I looked. A mother 
kangaroo and her joey were eating grass 
from our backyard. What a surprise! We 
watched them without saying a word. Soon 
they hopped off slowly.

1. What is this story mostly about?

� Ed was taking care of his little 
brother.

� Sam and Ed saw a mother 
kangaroo and joey.

� Sam went to get some juice.

2. What were the mother kangaroo 
and joey doing?

� They were eating grass.
� They were playing a game.
� They were drinking water.

Read this sample passage. It is 
a story about two boys who see 
something from their window. 
As you read, think about the most 
important idea in the story. This 
is what the story is mostly about. 
It is the main idea of the story. 
Also think about what the details 
tell about this main idea.

A Surprising Sight

Lesson Preview
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Lessons 6–10
Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 6–10. Before you 
begin, read again what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 1.

1 . How well did you do in Lessons 6–10? Circle your answer.

 great good could have done better

2. Did you have any trouble with the reading or the questions? ______________
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Think about what you wanted to do differently in Lessons 6–10. 
Did you do this?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. What do you want to do differently in Lessons 11–15? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________
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Self-Assessment 

© H
aw

ke
r B

ro
w

nl
ow

 E
duc

at
io

n



Understanding Main Idea and Details Book A  CA10151   48 © 2006 Hawker Brownlow Education

Lesson 1 1

1. How well did you do in Lessons 1–5? Circle your answer.

 great good could have done better

2. Did you have any trouble with the reading or the questions? ______________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in Lessons 1–5 if

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. What do you want to do differently in Lessons 6–10?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 1–5.

Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________

FOCUS on Understanding 
Main Idea and Details, Book A

Lessons 1–5
Self-Assessment 
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1. What is this story mostly about?

� Ed was taking care of his little 
brother.

This answer is not correct 
because even though Ed was 
taking care of his little brother, 
that is only the first part of the 
story. It is not what the whole 
story is mostly about. The whole 
story is about much more than 
that.

● Sam and Ed saw a mother 
kangaroo and joey.

This answer is correct because 
the whole story has details that 
tell about how Sam and Ed saw 
a mother kangaroo and joey. 
Everything in the story tells 
something about this.

� Sam went to get some juice.

This answer is not correct 
because it is just one part of 
the story. It is a detail that 
tells why Sam went to the 
kitchen. It isn’t what the whole 
story is about.

2. What were the mother kangaroo 
and joey doing?

● They were eating leaves.

This answer is correct. The story 
says that the mother kangaroo 
and joey were eating leaves from
the backyard.

� They were playing a game.

This answer is not correct. The 
story does not say anything 
about a game.

� They were drinking water.

This answer is not correct. The 
story says that Sam went to 
get some juice. It does not say 
that the kangaroo and joey were 
drinking anything. This detail is 
not correct.

Look at the answer choices for each 
question. Read why each answer choice
is correct or not correct.
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