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1. Rate your work in Lessons 1–20. Circle your answer.

 great good could be better

 2. Complete this sentence. I did well in this book because

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in this book if

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

5 Complete this page after you 
have finished Lessons 1–20.

Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________

FOCUS on Understanding 
Main Idea and Details, Book B

Lessons 1–20
Self-Assessment 
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The main idea is the most important idea in a story or passage.
The main idea tells what the story or passage is mostly about. Most
stories or passages have a title. The title usually tells something
about the main idea. Every paragraph also has a main idea.

Details are pieces of information. They tell about the main idea.
Details explain the main idea. They tell who, what, where or why.
Details can tell about a person, a place or a thing. Details can tell
the order in which things happen. Details can also explain how
to do something.

Read this passage. Find the main idea and the details that tell
about the main idea.

Learn About
Understanding Main Idea and Details

Detail
about main idea
Use lemon juice.

Main Idea
You can write a secret message.

Detail
about main idea

Use a thin paintbrush.

Detail
about main idea
Use white paper.

How to Write a Secret Message
You can write a secret message. How can you 

do this? What should you use for ink? How about 
using lemon juice? Squeeze a lemon or two, and 
put the juice in a small bowl. Dip a very thin 
paintbrush in the lemon juice. Write your 
message on plain white paper. Now, have a friend 
read it. How can your friend read it? Tell your 
friend to hold the paper near a light bulb. The 
heat will turn the lemon juice dark brown. The 
secret message is no longer a secret.

secret

message
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1 . Rate your work in Lessons 16–20. Circle your answer.

 great good could be better

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble?  
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 11–15?  

3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult
than those in Lessons 11–15?

 __________________________________________________________________

 Why do you think this is so? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 16–20?  
Why or why not?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4
FOCUS on Understanding Main 
Idea and Details, Book B

Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 16–20. Before you 
begin, reread what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 3.

Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________

Self-Assessment 
Lessons 16–20
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Name  ___________________________________________ Date  _______________

1 . Rate your work in Lessons 11–15. Circle your answer.

great good could be better

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble?  
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 6–10?  

3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult
than those in Lessons 6–10?

 __________________________________________________________________

Why do you think this is so? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 11–15?  
Why or why not?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

5. What is your goal for Lessons 16–20?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3 Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 11–15. Before you
begin, reread what you
wrote in Self-Assessment 2.FOCUS on Understanding 

Main Idea and Details, Book B

Lessons 11–15
Self-Assessment 
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The chart on page 2 shows the main idea and the
details in the passage. 

The main idea of the passage is that you can write a
secret message. It is stated in the first sentence. A main
idea may be stated in other parts of a passage. Or a main
idea may not be stated directly at all. If the main idea is
not stated, ask yourself questions. Ask, “What is this
passage mostly about? What is the most important idea?”

The details in the passage about writing a secret message
give more information. They tell what you need to use to
write a secret message. One detail tells that you need 
lemon juice. Another detail tells that you need a thin 
paintbrush. A third detail tells that you need white paper.

The passage about writing a secret message has one
paragraph. Other passages may have more than one
paragraph. Still, the whole passage has one main idea.

The main idea is what the story or passage is mostly 
about. Details are pieces of information that tell 
about the main idea.

Re

member:
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Lesson

1. What is this story mostly about?

� Mia cleaned her room.
� Mia planned a surprise for her 

mother’s birthday.
� Mia fixed up the dining room 

before dinner.
� Mia’s mother liked roses from 

the garden.

2. What does Mia put right 
in the middle of the table?

� roses
� dinner
� a tablecloth
� a cake

Read this sample passage. It is a 
story about how Mia planned a 
special surprise for her mother. As 
you read, think about the most 
important idea in the story. This 
is what the story is mostly about. 
It is the main idea of the story. 
Also think about what the details 
tell about the main idea.

As soon as I got home from school, 
I cleaned my room. That was the first 
part of the surprise for Mum. It was her 
birthday. And I was going to make it 
extra special. After fixing up my room, 
I took on the dining room. I put a 
pretty tablecloth on the table. I picked 
some roses from the garden. They are 
Mum’s favourite. I put them in a bowl 
right in the middle of the table. 
Everything was ready. After dinner, 
I’d bring out the special cake. It said, 
“Happy Birthday, Mum. Love, Mia.” 
This would be the best surprise ever!

Mia’s 
Surprise 
for Mum

Happy Birthday, 
Mum

Love, Mia

Preview
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1 . Rate your work in Lessons 6–10. Circle your answer.

 great good could be better

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble?  
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 1–5?  

3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult
than those in Lessons 1–5?

 __________________________________________________________________

 Why do you think this is so? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 6–10?  
Why or why not?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

5. What is your goal for Lessons 11–15?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

FOCUS on Understanding 
Main Idea and Details, Book B

Lessons 6–10
Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 6–10. Before you 
begin, reread what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 1.

Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________

2Self-Assessment 
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Name  ___________________________________________  Date  _______________

1. Rate your work in Lessons 1–5. Circle your answer.

 great good could be better

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble?  
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in Lessons 1–5 if

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. What is your goal for Lessons 6–10?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Answer these questions 
after you have completed 
Lessons 1–5.

FOCUS on Understanding 
Main Idea and Details, Book B

Lessons 1–5 1Self-Assessment 
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1. What is this story mostly about?

� Mia cleaned her room.

This answer is not correct 
because even though Mia did 
clean her room, that is only the 
first part of the story. It is not 
what the story is mostly about. 
The whole story is about much 
more than that.

● Mia planned a surprise for her 
mother’s birthday.

This answer is correct because the 
whole story has details that tell 
what Mia did to plan a surprise for 
her mother’s birthday.

� Mia fixed up the dining room 
before dinner.

This answer is not correct. Even 
though Mia did fix up the dining 
room, she did many other things in 
the story. This detail is not what 
the whole story is mostly about.

� Mia’s mother liked roses from 
the garden.

This answer is not correct 
because it is just one part of the 
story. It tells why Mia picked 
roses from the garden and put 
them on the table. It isn’t what 
the whole story is about. 

2. What does Mia put right 
in the middle of the table?

● roses

This answer is correct. The story 
says that Mia picked roses from 
the garden and put them in a 
bowl right in the middle of the 
table. 

� dinner

This answer is not correct. The 
story says that Mia will bring out 
a special cake after dinner, so 
dinner hasn’t happened yet. The 
story doesn’t say anything about 
Mia putting dinner anywhere on 
the table.

� a tablecloth

This answer is not correct. Mia 
puts the tablecloth on the table. 
She doesn’t put the tablecloth 
right in the middle of the table. 
This detail is not correct.

� a cake

This answer is not correct. Mia 
will bring out a special cake after 
dinner. Mia has not brought the 
cake out yet.

Look at the answer choices for each 
question. Read why each answer choice 
is correct or incorrect.

© H
aw

ke
r B

ro
w

nl
ow

 E
duc

at
io

n



 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     Range: all odd numbered pages
     Trim: cut right edge by 595.28 points
     Shift: none
     Normalise (advanced option): 'original'
      

        
     32
     1
     0
     No
     1073
     543
     None
     Up
     0.0000
     0.0000
            
                
         Odd
         AllDoc
              

       PDDoc
          

     Smaller
     595.2756
     Right
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0f
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

        
     28
     26
     14
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     Range: all even numbered pages
     Trim: cut left edge by 595.28 points
     Shift: none
     Normalise (advanced option): 'original'
      

        
     32
     1
     0
     No
     1073
     543
     None
     Up
     0.0000
     0.0000
            
                
         Even
         AllDoc
              

       PDDoc
          

     Smaller
     595.2756
     Left
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0f
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

        
     28
     27
     14
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   ReversePageOrder
        
     Create a new document
      

        
     1
     1
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0f
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base





