
Understanding Main Idea and Details Book C  CA10153 52 © 2007 Hawker Brownlow Education

C
ut

 a
lo

ng
 t

he
 d

ot
te

d 
lin

e.

5

1. Rate your work in Lessons 1–20. Circle your answer.

 successful somewhat successful needs improvement

 2. Complete this sentence. I did well in this book because

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in this book if

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Complete this page after you have 
finished Lessons 1–20.

Name  _______________________________________________  Date  _________________

FOCUS on Understanding 
Main Idea and Details, Book C

Lessons 1–20
Self-Assessment 
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The main idea is the most important idea in a passage, or piece
of writing. The main idea tells what the passage is mostly about.
Every passage has a main idea. Each paragraph in a passage also
has a main idea.

Details are pieces of information that tell about the main idea. 
Details explain the main idea. They tell who, what, when, where, 
why or how. Details can describe a person, place or thing. Details 
can tell about the order in which events happen. Details can also 
explain how to do something.

Read this passage. Find the main idea and the details that tell
more about the main idea.

Our dog, Muffin, is very talented. When 
Muffin was a puppy, she went to a special 
school. There she learned to come when 
called. A few months later, my brother 
taught her to roll over on command. Just 
yesterday, I taught Muffin to shake paws. 
It took her only 15 minutes. What a smart 
dog she is!

Detail
about main idea

She learned to come 
when called.

Main Idea
Our dog, Muffin, is very talented.

Detail
about main idea

She learned to roll over 
on command.

Detail
about main idea

She learned to shake 
paws.

Learn About
Understanding Main Idea and Details
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Answer these questions after you 
have completed Lessons 16–20. 
Before you begin, reread what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 3.

1 . Rate your work in Lessons 16–20. Circle your answer.

 successful somewhat successful needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 11–15? ___________________

3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult than those in 
Lessons 11–15?

 __________________________________________________________________

 Why do you think this is so? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 16–20? ________________
Why or why not?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Name  _______________________________________________  Date  _________________
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1 . Rate your work in Lessons 11–15. Circle your answer.

 successful somewhat successful needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 6–10? 

3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult than those in 
Lessons 6–10?

 __________________________________________________________________

Why do you think this is so? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 11–15?
Why or why not?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

5. What is your goal for Lessons 16–20?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Answer these questions after you 
have completed Lessons 11–15. 
Before you begin, reread what you
wrote in Self-Assessment 2.

Name  _______________________________________________ Date  _________________

FOCUS on Understanding 
Main Idea and Details, Book C
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Self-Assessment 
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The main idea of the passage about Muffin is that 
she is very talented. It is stated in the first sentence. 
A main idea may be stated in other parts of a passage, 
too. Or it may not be directly stated at all. If the main 
idea is not stated, ask yourself questions like these: 
“What is this passage mostly about? What is the most 
important idea?”

The details in the passage about Muffin explain why 
she is talented. They tell three things that she can 
do. She can come when called. She can roll over on 
command. She can shake paws.

The passage about Muffin has one paragraph. Other 
passages might have more than one paragraph. Still, 
the whole passage has a main idea. And each paragraph 
in the passage also has a main idea.

The main idea is what the passage is mostly about. Details 
are pieces of information that tell about the main idea.

Re

member:
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What is the largest animal ever to live on Earth? It’s not an elephant. It’s not 
a dinosaur. It’s the blue whale. The blue whale is huge. The largest known blue 
whale was over 30 metres long. It probably weighed 145 tonnes, or 145,000 
kilograms. Think of it this way. That is as long as two train carriages and as 
heavy as 30 elephants, or about 1600 human beings.

An animal that big must eat a lot. Strangely, 
the blue whale doesn’t eat at all in the winter. 
In the summer, it eats three to four tonnes 
of food a day. It eats very small sea animals 
called krill.

You might wonder how a very large animal 
could catch enough very small animals to 
eat. Here is how the blue whale eats. It 
does not have teeth. Instead of teeth, it has 
something called baleen. The baleen hangs down from the whale’s upper jaw. 
It is like a huge strainer. The whale takes a big gulp of sea water. The water is 
full of krill. Then the whale uses its huge tongue to push the water out of its 
mouth through the baleen. The krill stay in the whale’s mouth. Then the whale 
swallows the krill.

1. What is the main idea of the passage?

� The blue whale does not eat in 
winter.

� The blue whale is huge.
� The blue whale eats small animals 

called krill.
� All big animals must eat a lot.

2. What do the details in the third 
paragraph tell mostly about?

� why the blue whale eats in summer
� the weight of the blue whale
� how the blue whale eats
� what krill look like

 Read this sample passage about 
blue whales. As you read, think 
about what the passage is mostly 
about. That is the main idea. 
Think about what the details tell 
about this main idea.

Lesson Preview
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Answer these questions after you 
have completed Lessons 6–10. 
Before you begin, reread what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 1.

1 . Rate your work in Lessons 6–10. Circle your answer.

 successful somewhat successful needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 1–5? 

3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult than those in 
Lessons 1–5?

 __________________________________________________________________

 Why do you think this is so? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 6–10?
Why or why not?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

5. What is your goal for Lessons 11–15?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Name  _______________________________________________  Date  _________________
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1. Rate your work in Lessons 1–5. Circle your answer.

 successful somewhat successful needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in Lessons 1–5 if

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. What is your goal for Lessons 6–10?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Answer these questions after 
you have completed Lessons 1–5.

Name  _______________________________________________  Date  _________________

FOCUS on Understanding 
Main Idea and Details, Book C

Lessons 1–5
Self-Assessment 
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1. What is the main idea of the passage?

� The blue whale does not eat in 
winter.

This answer is not correct because 
it is not what the whole passage 
is mostly about. The passage also 
tells about other things. It tells 
about the size of the blue whale, 
what it eats and how it eats. This 
answer choice is a detail about the 
whale’s eating habits.

● The blue whale is huge.

This answer is correct because 
the whole passage has pieces of 
information, or details, that have 
something to do with the huge 
size of the blue whale.

� The blue whale eats a small animal 
called krill.

This answer is not correct because 
it is a detail that tells only about 
the whale’s eating habits. The 
whole passage is not just about 
the whale’s eating habits. It is 
about other things, too.

� All big animals must eat a lot.

This answer is not correct because 
the detail tells about all big animals, 
not just the blue whale. It is about 
big animals in general. The passage 
is mostly about the blue whale.

2. What do the details in the third 
paragraph tell mostly about?

� why the blue whale eats in summer

This answer is not correct because 
no paragraph in the passage tells 
why the blue whale eats in summer.

� the weight of the blue whale

This answer is not correct because 
the first paragraph, not the third 
paragraph, talks about the weight 
of the blue whale.

● how the blue whale eats

This answer is correct because 
most of the details in the third 
paragraph tell about how the blue 
whale eats krill, using baleen.

� what krill look like

This answer is not correct because 
no paragraph in the passage tells 
what krill look like.

Look at the answer choices for each question. 
Read why each answer choice is correct or 
not correct.
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