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INTRODUCTION
What is the FOCUS series?

What is Understanding Main Idea
and Details, the Reading Strategy
featured in this FOCUS book?

FOCUS is a reading-strategy practice series.
Each student book in the series provides brief
instruction and concentrated practice for
students in one targeted Reading Strategy.
FOCUS also allows students the opportunity
for self-assessment of their performance. It
allows teachers the opportunity to identify
and assess a student’s level of mastery.

The main idea is the most important idea in a
passage. The main idea tells what the passage is
mostly about. Everything in the passage relates
somehow to the main idea. Every passage has
a main idea, and each paragraph in a passage
also has a main idea. Details are pieces of
information in the passage that tell about or
explain the main idea. Details tell who, what,
when, where, why or how about a person, place
or thing. Details can tell about the order in
which things happen, or they can explain how
to do something.

6 Reading Strategies featured in the
FOCUS series:
• Understanding Main Idea and Details
• Understanding Sequence
• Recognising Cause and Effect
• Comparing and Contrasting
• Making Predictions
• Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences
The FOCUS series spans 8 reading levels
(1.0–8.9). The reading passages in each book
are designed so that the book can be used by
all students performing at that reading level.
The reading passages in each book progress
from low to high along that reading level range.
Book
Book A
Book B
Book C
Book D
Book E
Book F
Book G
Book H

Reading Level
1.0–1.9
2.0–2.9
3.0–3.9
4.0–4.9
5.0–5.9
6.0–6.9
7.0–7.9
8.0–8.9
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READING STRATEGY TIPS FOR THE TEACHER
A main idea is a sentence that sums up what the
author says about the topic, or subject, of the
passage. It is the main point the author makes
about the topic of the passage. Everything in the
passage relates somehow to the main idea.

Details support or explain the main idea by
providing additional information or giving
examples. A detail may be important, but it is not
a main idea. It is not what the passage is mostly
about. It is what the passage is partly about.

In the Learn About paragraph, “It took her only
15 minutes,” for example, is not the main idea of
the paragraph because everything in the paragraph
does not tell about that. “It took her only 15
minutes” is a detail telling how long it took Muffin
to learn to shake paws.

A whole passage has a main idea, and each
individual paragraph in a passage also has a main
idea. The paragraph main ideas are usually details
for the passage main idea. The details for each
paragraph main idea are within the paragraph itself.
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A main idea may be stated directly in a
sentence. In the Learn About paragraph, “Our
dog, Muffin, is very talented” is the main idea.
This main idea is stated in the first sentence of
the passage. Sometimes the main idea is not
directly stated. Then you have to use the details
to figure out what the passage is mostly about.
What do all the details tell something about?
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Details telling who, what, when, where, why or
how are often mixed together in a passage. In the
following paragraph, “I have a special best friend”
is the main idea. The other sentences are details,
giving various types of information about the
special best friend.
I have a special best friend. Her name is Lisa
(who). Lisa is my best friend (what) because she likes
to do the same things I like to do (why or how). I
met Lisa two years ago (when) when we were both
riding our bikes to the library (where).

Here are more examples of each type of detail.
Details telling who: Three students in my class took
part in the talent show. Pat sang a blues song. Jake
told jokes. And Lisa did a magic trick.
Details telling what: My cat Minerva does three
things every day. She eats. She sleeps in the sun. Then
she runs around the house as fast as she can go.

Definitions: “The explicitness with which
teachers teach comprehension strategies makes
a difference in learner outcomes, especially for
low-achieving students (modeling and careful
scaffolding is key).” (Abadiano & Turner,
2003, p. 76).

Details telling when: I like to read at various times.
I like to read at night before I go to bed. I also like to
read on weekends. And, I like to read when I’m on
holiday.
Details telling where: I looked for my mobile phone
everywhere. I looked under the table, in my pocket,
under my books and even in the refrigerator.

Abadiano, H. R., & Turner, J. (2003). The RAND report: Reading for
understanding: Toward an R&D program in reading comprehension.
New England Reading Association Journal, 39(2), 74–79.

Details telling why or how: David did well in the
test because he read all the assignments, took careful
notes and went over the material carefully.

© 2007 HAWKER BROWNLOW EDUCATION

13

FOCUS BOOK C TEACHER GUIDE CA101539

