Table of Contents
Learn About Understanding Main Idea and Details ............................ 2
Lesson Preview.................................................................................... 4
Lesson 1

Home, Sweet Home .................................................... 6

Lesson 2

Better Late Than Never ............................................... 8

Lesson 3

A Chance for Friendship ............................................ 10

Lesson 4

Water Safety ............................................................... 12

Lesson 5

Fear of Falling ............................................................ 14

Lesson 6

Ash Wednesday .......................................................... 16

Lesson 7

Anansi and the Firefly ................................................ 18

Lesson 8

Say Yes to Parks ......................................................... 20

Lesson 9

Festa .......................................................................... 22

Lesson 10

Big City New Year ..................................................... 24

Lesson 11

Backyard Clock .......................................................... 26

Lesson 12

Accidents Happen ...................................................... 28

Lesson 13

Women’s Work ........................................................... 30

Lesson 14

Alfred Bulltop Stormalong ......................................... 32

Lesson 15

Against All Odds ........................................................ 34

Lesson 16

A Night at the Zoo .................................................... 36

Lesson 17

Dolphin to Dolphin ................................................... 38

Lesson 18

The Deaf Composer ................................................... 40

Lesson 19

Grandmother’s Grandmother ..................................... 42

Lesson 20

Mulan: The Story of a Hero ...................................... 44

Tracking Chart .................................................................................. 47
Self-Assessment 1, Lessons 1–5 ......................................................... 48
Self-Assessment 2, Lessons 6–10 ....................................................... 49
Self-Assessment 3, Lessons 11–15 ..................................................... 50
Self-Assessment 4, Lessons 16–20 ..................................................... 51
Self-Assessment 5, Lessons 1–20 ....................................................... 52
Answer Form .................................................................................... 53

© 2007 Hawker Brownlow Education

1

Understanding Main Idea and Details Book D CA10154

Learn About
Understanding Main Idea and Details

The main idea is the most important idea in a passage, or piece of
writing. The main idea tells what the passage is mostly about. Every
passage has a main idea. Every paragraph also has a main idea.
Details are pieces of information that tell about a main idea. Details
explain the main idea. They tell who, what, when, where, why or how.
Details can describe a person, place or thing. Details can tell about the
order in which events happen. Details can explain how to do something.
Read this note. Find the main idea and the details that tell about
the main idea.
10 August, 2008
Dear Kate,
There are so many different ways to see the
Murray River. You can look at the river from the
Victorian side of the river. Then you can walk across
a bridge to New South Wales and see it from that
side. You can sail on the river on a boat, or you can
fly over the river in a helicopter. I am having a great
time here.
Your friend, Anna

Detail: from the
Victorian side

Detail: from
a helicopter
Main Idea
Ways to see the Murray River

Detail: from the
New South Wales
side

Understanding Main Idea and Details Book D CA10154

Detail: from
a boat
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The main idea of the note is that there are many
ways to see the Murray River. It is stated in the first
sentence. A main idea may be stated in other parts of a
passage, too. Or it may not be directly stated at all. If
the main idea is not stated, ask yourself questions like
these: What is this passage mostly about? What is the
most important idea?
The details in the passage about the Murray River
describe the different ways to see the river. They tell
four ways to see the river. You can see them from the
Victorian side of the river. You can see them from the
New South Wales side. You can see it from a boat. You
can see it from a helicopter.
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The passage about the Murray River has one
paragraph. Other passages might have more than one
paragraph. Still, the whole passage has a main idea.
And each paragraph in the passage also has a main idea.

The main idea is what the passage is mostly about. Details
are pieces of information that tell about the main idea.
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Preview

Read this sample passage about
meerkat colonies. As you read,
think about the main idea of the
passage. Also think about what the
details tell about the main idea.

Meerkats occur in southern Africa. They live in
underground towns in flat, sandy desert areas.
Just like human towns, meerkat towns, or colonies,
are divided into different areas, like we have different
suburbs. These different areas are called apartments. Each colony has many
apartments, and each apartment may house several families of meerkats. A colony
may be several square kilometres in size – that’s bigger then many human towns!
Outside the colony, some meerkats, called sentries, keep watch over the colony.
They stand up on their hind legs and call out a warning if they see danger
approaching. It may be a lion looking for food, or sometimes a group of meerkats
from one colony might decide to attack another group from a nearby colony,
and they have what is called a “mock fight”. The meerkats stretch themselves
up as high as possible, to make themselves look bigger. They jump up in the air,
growling and snarling. After a while, the intruding meerkats usually run away.
Maybe they do it for fun!
1. What is the main idea of the passage?
 Meerkat colonies are divided into

2. Which of these details tells about
meerkat colonies?





apartments.
 Meerkats live in underground
colonies.
 Meerkats like to have mock fights.
 Meerkats stand on their hind legs
and keep watch.
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good lookout points.
where mock fights occur.
called suburbs.
divided into apartments.
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Look at the answer choices for each question.
Read why each answer choice is correct or
not correct.

1. What is the main idea of the
passage?

2. Which of these details tells about
meerkat colonies?

 Meerkat colonies are divided into

 They are good lookout points.

apartments.

This answer is not correct because
although meerkats use lookout
points, they are outside the colony.
It does not tell about the meerkat
colony in general.

This answer is not correct because
it is not what the whole passage is
mostly about. It is a detail about
meerkat colonies.

 They are where mock fights occur.

● Meerkats live in underground
colonies.

This answer is not correct because
the passage states mock fights
take place outside the colony. It
does not tell about the colony in
general.

This answer is correct because the
whole passage is about meerkat
colonies.
 Meerkats like to have mock fights.

This answer is not correct because
it is a detail of what meerkats do.
The whole passage is not about
mock fights.

This answer is not correct because
meerkat colonies are divided into
apartments. Human towns are
divided into suburbs.

 Meerkats stand on their hind legs

● They are divided into apartments.

and keep watch.

This answer is correct because it
does tell about meerkat colonies.
The second paragraph states that
meerkat colonies are divided into
apartments..

This answer is not correct because
it is what meerkats do, not the
main idea of the passage.
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 They are called suburbs.
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Read this magazine article about houses
in different climates. As you read, ask
yourself, “What is the most important idea
in this article? What do the details tell
about this main idea?”

,
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What is the best kind of home? Is it
a wooden house, a brick house, a grass
hut, a tent? It all depends on where you
live. All over the world, the best homes
are the ones that suit the local climate.
The climate is the most common kind of
weather in an area.
Hot, Dry Places
In hot climates, homes are designed
to keep people cool. In many hot places,
windows have wooden screens. These
are closed during the hottest time of
day. This keeps the sun out. Floors are
often covered with tiles rather than
carpet because tiles are cooler to walk
on. In some hot, dry places, houses have
flat roofs. There is little rain, so roofs
don’t need to slope to let rain run off.
And flat roofs can be used for sleeping
on in the cool night air. Houses are
often painted white to reflect the heat
of the sun away from the house, rather
than hold it in.
Warm, Wet Places
In warm, wet places, grasses and leafy
plants often grow tall and thick. They
are used as building materials in places
where stone and wood are scarce. Roofs
made from local plants keep the heat of
Understanding Main Idea and Details Book D CA10154

the sun out of the
house. Some warm
places have rainy
seasons, when parts
of the land become flooded. Houses in
these areas are often built on stilts. In
the rainy season, people use boats to
travel to and from their houses. In the
dry season, the stilts rest on thick green
grass.
Cold, Snowy Places
Houses in cold climates are designed
to keep heat in. Because heat rises, these
homes usually have small rooms with
low ceilings. In the snowy mountains
of Switzerland, homes called chalets
(shall AYZ) are built with overhanging
roofs. This keeps snow away from walls,
doors and windows. In Alaska, Eskimos
sometimes make igloos. These days,
igloos are not usually permanent homes.
They are for emergency overnight use.
An igloo is made of blocks of packed
snow. The igloo’s round shape lets the
wind blow over it in a curve instead of
hitting it full force.
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Answer these questions about the article.

1. This article is mostly about

3. Which of these details tells about
houses in warm, wet places?

 how homes in cold places are

 In many hot places, windows have

built to keep the heat in.
 how different homes are built in
different climates.
 the three kinds of climates in
the world.
 how to keep a house cool in
warm weather.

2. What is the main idea of the fourth
paragraph?
 In Alaska, Eskimos sometimes make

igloos.
 Homes in cold climates have big
rooms with high ceilings.
 Houses in cold climates are
designed to keep the heat in.
 Window screens are closed during
the hottest time of day.

wooden screens.
 Grasses and plants are used for
building materials where stone and
wood are scarce.
 Flat roofs can be used for sleeping
in the cool night air.
 In warm, wet places, grasses and
leafy plants grow tall and thick.

4. How do overhanging roofs protect
houses in Switzerland?
 They keep the heat in the chalet.
 They block the sun from the windows.
 They let the wind blow over the

house in a curve.
 They keep snow away from doors,
windows and walls.

5. Write four details about houses in hot, dry places.
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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