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You can make predictions when you read. A prediction is a good guess
about what might happen next.

Here’s how to make a prediction. Think about clues in the reading passage. 
Also think about what you already know about the clues and other things in 
the passage. Then make your best guess about what might happen next.

Read this story about Jan’s coat. As you read, think about what might
happen next. Look for clues in the story. Think about what you already know. 

Think about what you read. What clues in the story can help you
make a prediction? 

Clues may be in the title of a story. Reread the title of this story. What
does it tell you? It tells you that the story will have something to do with
Jan deciding on a coat to wear.

Clues may also be in pictures. What clues can you get from the picture 
here? The picture shows a girl outside a door. The girl is probably Mary 
because the story says that Mary comes to Jan’s door. The girl has on a 
raincoat, with the hood over her head. The picture shows that it is raining 
outside. You already know that people wear raincoats in the rain. Also, a girl 
might take a clue about what to wear based on what her friend was wearing.

Learn About
Making Predictions

Which Coat Will Jan Wear?

Jan stood by the front door. She was waiting for her 
friend Mary. While Jan waited, she looked at the coat rack. 
She had two different coats hanging there. One 
was a soft blue denim jacket. The other was a slick red 
raincoat with a hood. Which coat should Jan wear today?

The doorbell rang. When Jan opened the door, Mary 
shook her head and said, “Wow! It’s really wet out 
here.” Outside, Jan saw puddles on the footpath. She 
saw raindrops splashing in the puddles.

“Just a minute,” said Jan. “I’ll get my coat.”
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Think about more clues that might help you. Clues are in the story details 
that tell who, what, where or how. In this story, think about the coats that 
Jan has on the coat rack. Think about the weather outside. These details can 
help you make a prediction. 

In the story, Mary says, “Wow! It’s really wet out here.” You already 
know that when it is wet, it is probably raining. The story also says that Jan 
has a blue denim jacket and a raincoat with a hood. A blue denim jacket is 
made of soft cloth. You would probably not wear a soft jacket in the rain. 
You would get wet. You would probably wear a raincoat with a hood so 
you would not get wet. The story also says that there are raindrops and 
puddles. It is definitely wet outside.

Think about the clues in the story and what you already know. Predict
what will happen next in the story. Which coat will Jan choose?

You thought about clues in the story. You thought about what you
already know. You were able to predict that Jan would choose to wear
the raincoat with the hood in the rain.

Details in nonfiction passages can also help you make predictions.
These kinds of details often tell who, what, where or how.

Clues in Story
Jan has a soft denim 
jacket and a raincoat with 
a hood. Mary has on a 
raincoat with a hood. 
Mary says it’s wet outside. 
There are raindrops and 
puddles.

Prediction
Jan will choose to wear 
the raincoat with the 
hood.

What You Already Know
A raincoat keeps you from 
getting wet in the rain. A 
girl would probably take a 
clue about what to wear 
from her friend. Raindrops 
and puddles mean that it’s 
wet outside.

When you make a prediction, you make a good 
guess about what might happen next.
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Lesson

What Shall We Do?What Shall We Do?
Lee and Tina rode their bikes to the park. They planned to spend the 

afternoon together and wanted to find something to do that they would 
both like. When they got to the park, they looked around at what was 
there.

At one end of the park, a cricket game was getting ready to start. At 
the front of the park was a huge set of swings. At the other end of the 
park, a game of footy was going on. It looked like they needed some 
more players.

Lee said, “I like to bat and bowl. We could join the cricket team.” But 
Tina was not very good at hitting the ball.

Tina said, “I love to feel like I’m flying. 
We could swing as high as we can on the swings. 
They go very fast.” Lee thought about that, 
but he didn’t like going very high in the air.

The two friends talked it over. They 
found out that they both liked to run 
and kick the footy.

“Let’s go and join the game,” said Lee.

1. What will Lee and Tina probably 
decide to do together?

� They will both swing on the 
swings.

� They will both join the footy 
game.

� Lee will play on the swings, 
and Tina will play cricket.

� They will both go home.

2. Which clue helped you make 
the prediction?

� Lee likes to bowl.
� Lee likes to go high on the 

swings.
� Tina likes to feel like she is flying.
� Both Lee and Tina like to run and 

kick the footy.

Read this story about two friends 
at the park. As you read, think 
about what might happen next. 
Look for clues in the story. Think 
about what you already know.

Preview
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1. What will Lee and Tina probably
decide to do together?

They will both swing on the swings.

This answer is not correct 
because only Tina likes to swing on 
the swings. Lee does not like to go 
high in the air, which swings do. He 
would not want to swing with Tina.

● They will both join the footy
game. 

This answer is correct because
both friends like to run and kick
the footy. These are parts of
football, so both friends would
like to join the footy game
together.

Lee will play on the swings, 
and Tina will play cricket.

This is not correct because Lee 
does not like to go high in the air, 
and Tina is not good at hi�ing 
the ball. They wouldn’t want to 
do these things. Also, this 
doesn’t tell what the two 
friends would like to do together.

They will both go home.

This answer is not correct 
because the friends just got to 
the park, and they plan to stay 
for the afternoon.

2. Which clue helped you make
the prediction?

Lee likes to bowl.

This answer is not correct 
because it only tells what Lee 
wants to do, not what the two 
would like to do together.

Lee likes to go high on the 
swings.

This answer is not correct 
because Lee said he does not 
like to go high in the air, which 
swings do. Also, this does not 
tell what the two friends would 
like to do together.

Tina likes to feel like she is flying.

This answer is not correct 
because it only tells something 
that Tina likes to do. It does not 
tell what the two would like to 
do together.

● Both Lee and Tina like to run
and kick the footy.

This answer is correct because
it tells what both friends like to
do, and they can do these
things if they join the footy
game together.

Look at the answer choices for each 
question. Read why each answer 
is correct or not correct.
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