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5 Complete this page after you have 
finished Lessons 1–20.

Name  _______________________________________________ Date  _________________

FOCUS on Making Predictions,
Book C

Lessons 1–20
Self-Assessment 

1. Rate your work in Lessons 1–20. Circle your answer.

 successful somewhat successful needs improvement

2. Complete this sentence. I did well in this book because

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in this book if

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________
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When you make a prediction, you make a good guess about 
what might happen next or in the future.

To make a prediction, think about clues in the reading passage. 
Also think about what you already know about the clues and 
other things in the reading passage. Then make your best guess 
about what might happen next. 

Read this story about a surprise. As you read, think about what 
might happen next. Look for clues in the story. Think about 
what you already know.

Think about what you read. What clues in the story can help 
you make a prediction?

Clues may be in the title of a story. Re-read the title. What 
does the title tell you about the story? The title of this story tells 
you there will be a surprise for Aunt Carmen. This clue tells you 
who the story is about (Aunt Carmen). It also tells you part of 
what will happen (a surprise).

Clues may also be in pictures. What clues can you get from 
the picture in this story? The picture shows a girl by a cake with 
candles. The word Happy is on the cake. You probably know that 
a cake with candles is often a birthday cake. The word Happy is 
probably followed by the word Birthday on the cake. 

Learn About
Making Predictions

                   A Surprise for Aunt Carmen
“Quick,” Katie said. “Everybody hide. Aunt Carmen 

is on the way.”
Velma and Tony ducked behind the couch. Bert 

jumped behind the big chair. Marian squeezed behind 
the door. Katie stood in front of the cake with candles.

“Okay, now we wait,” whispered Katie. “She should 
open the door any minute.”
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Book C

Answer these questions after you 
have completed Lessons 16–20. 
Before you begin, reread what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 3.

Name  _______________________________________________  Date  _________________
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Lessons 16–20
Self-Assessment 

1 . Rate your work in Lessons 16–20. Circle your answer.

 successful somewhat successful needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 11–15? ___________________

3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult than those in 
Lessons 11–15?

 __________________________________________________________________

 Why do you think this is so? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 16–20? ________________
Why or why not?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________
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3 Answer these questions after you 
have completed Lessons 11–15. 
Before you begin, reread what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 2.

Name  _______________________________________________  Date  _________________

FOCUS on Making Predictions, 
Book C
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Lessons 11–15
Self-Assessment 

1 . Rate your work in Lessons 11–15. Circle your answer.

 successful somewhat successful needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 6–10? 

3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult than those in 
Lessons 6–10?

 __________________________________________________________________

 Why do you think this is so? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 11–15?
Why or why not?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

5. What is your goal for Lessons 16–20?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________
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Think about more clues that might help you make a 
prediction. Clues are often in the details of a story. Details in 
a story often tell who, what, when, where, why or how. In this 
story, think about what the characters do or say and where they 
are. These details can help you make a prediction about what 
will happen later in the story.

Katie tells everyone to hide. She says that Aunt Carmen is 
on the way and should open the door any minute.

Ask yourself, “What do I already know about surprises? 
Who is everyone waiting for? What will probably happen next?”

Based on clues in the passage and on what you already know, 
you are able to predict that the people hiding will surprise Aunt 
Carmen with a birthday party.

Details in nonfiction passages can also help you make 
predictions. These kinds of details often tell who, what, when, 
where, why or how.

When you make a prediction, you make a good guess 
about what might happen next or in the future.

Clues in Story
There are people 
hiding and waiting 
for someone (Aunt 
Carmen). There is 
a cake with candles. 
The word Happy is 
showing on the cake.

What You Already Know
People hiding are 
usually waiting to 
surprise someone. A 
cake with candles is 
usually for a birthday. 
The word happy is 
often followed by the 
word birthday.

Prediction
The people hiding will 
surprise Aunt Carmen 
with a birthday party.

Re

member:
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It was a rainy Saturday. Danny was thinking 
about something to do. His homework was 
done and his room was clean. Danny was free 
to do something, anything, fun.

Danny liked history, and he loved movies 
about people who had lived in the past. “I 
know,” thought Danny. “I’ll call my friend Ted 
and ask him if he wants to go to the movies.”

“Sure, I’d like to go to the movies,” said 
Ted. “I like racing and other sports. Let’s find a movie with lots of action. 
Hey, why don’t we call Abby and invite her, too.”

Abby had just finished feeding her pet rabbits. She was ready to go. “I 
like movies with animals in them – dogs or cats or even jungle animals,” said 
Abby.

Danny, Ted and Abby looked at the ads in the newspaper. There were only 
two movies showing nearby. One was called The Future Robot. The other was 
called The First Dog Sled Race.
“Let’s see a movie that we all will like,” said Danny.

1. What do you think the three friends 
will decide to do? 

� They will go to the movie 
The Future Robot.

� They will go to the movie 
The First Dog Sled Race.

� They will stay inside all afternoon 
and read the rest of the newspaper.

� They will all go off on their own.

2. Which of these clues from the story 
helped you make this prediction?

� The friends each like history, racing 
or animals.

� It was raining outside.
� Abby wanted to go to the park.
� Ted wanted to go to the movies.

Read this story about what three 
friends do on a Saturday. As you 
read, think about what might 
happen next. Look for clues in the 
story. Also, think about what you 
already know. 

What to Do?

Lesson Preview
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Lessons 6–10
Answer these questions after you 
have completed Lessons 6–10. 
Before you begin, reread what you 
wrote in Self-Assessment 1.

Name  _______________________________________________  Date  _________________
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Self-Assessment 

1 . Rate your work in Lessons 6–10. Circle your answer.

 successful somewhat successful needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 Is this the same kind of trouble you had in Lessons 1–5? 

3. Did you find the questions or reading passages easier or more difficult than those in 
Lessons 1–5?

 __________________________________________________________________

 Why do you think this is so? 

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. Did you meet the goal you set for yourself for Lessons 6–10?
Why or why not?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

5. What is your goal for Lessons 11–15?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________
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1 Answer these questions after 
you have completed Lessons 1–5.

Name  _______________________________________________  Date  _________________

FOCUS on Making Predictions, 
Book C

Lessons 1–5
Self-Assessment 
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1. Rate your work in Lessons 1–5. Circle your answer.

 successful somewhat successful needs improvement

2. Did any of the questions or reading passages give you trouble? ________________
 If so, what kind of trouble did you have?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. Complete this sentence. I could have done even better in Lessons 1–5 if

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

4. What is your goal for Lessons 6–10?

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________
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1. What do you think the three friends 
will decide to do?

� They will go to the movie 
The Future Robot.

This answer is not correct because 
none of the friends are interested 
in the future or robots.

● They will go to the movie 
The First Dog Sled Race.

This answer is correct because 
there is something in the movie 
that each of the friends likes. 
Danny likes history. Ted likes 
racing. Abby likes animals.

� They will stay inside all afternoon 
and read the rest of the newspaper.

This answer is not correct because 
each of the friends seems to want 
to do something fun. None of them 
mention anything about reading 
the rest of the newspaper.

� They will all go off on their own.

This answer is not correct because 
the friends all seem to want to 
do something together. None of 
them mentions wanting to do 
something alone.

2. Which of these clues from the story 
helped you make this prediction?

● The friends each like history, racing 
or animals.

This answer is correct because the 
movie The First Dog Sled Race is 
about something that took place in 
the past, it is about a racing sport, 
and it is about a kind of animal, 
dogs. The movie is about something 
that all the friends will like, so they 
will choose that movie to see.

� It was raining outside.

This answer is not correct because 
even though the rain had something 
to do with the friends wanting to go 
to the movies, it didn’t have 
anything to do with why they chose 
that particular movie.

� Abby wanted to go to the park.

This answer is not correct because 
the story doesn’t say anything about 
Abby wanting to go to the park.

� Ted wanted to go to the movies.

This answer is not correct because 
all three friends wanted to go to 
the movies, not just Ted. Also, the 
fact that Ted wanted to go to the 
movies doesn’t tell you why the 
friends chose that particular movie 
to see.

Look at the answer choices for each question. 
Read why each answer choice is correct 
or not correct.
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