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INTRODUCTION
What is the FOCUS series?

What is Making Predictions,
the Reading Strategy featured
in this FOCUS book?

FOCUS is a reading-strategy practice series.
Each student book in the series provides brief
instruction and concentrated practice for
students in one targeted Reading Strategy.
FOCUS also allows students the opportunity
for self-assessment of their performance. It
allows teachers the opportunity to identify
and assess a student’s level of mastery.

Making a prediction is making a good guess
about something that has not yet happened
but will probably happen next or in the future.
To make a prediction, use clues in the passage
along with what you already know from your
own experience. Clues to what will probably
happen are found in the details of the passage.
Clues may also be found in the title or in the
pictures in the passage. Predictions are usually
about events or situations or about characters’
actions, thoughts or feelings.

6 Reading Strategies featured in the
FOCUS series:
• Understanding Main Idea and Details
• Understanding Sequence
• Recognising Cause and Effect
• Comparing and Contrasting
• Making Predictions
• Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences
The FOCUS series spans 8 reading levels
(1.0–8.9). The reading passages in each book
are designed so that the book can be used by
all students performing at that reading level.
The reading passages in each book progress
from low to high along that reading level range.
Book
Book A
Book B
Book C
Book D
Book E
Book F
Book G
Book H

Reading Level
1.0–1.9
2.0–2.9
3.0–3.9
4.0–4.9
5.0–5.9
6.0–6.9
7.0–7.9
8.0–8.9
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READING STRATEGY TIPS FOR THE TEACHER
Making a prediction is like making an informed or
educated guess about what will logically happen
next or in the future.

Learn About
Making Predictions

When you make a prediction, you make a good guess about
what might happen next or in the future.
To make a prediction, think about clues in the reading passage.
Also think about what you already know about the clues and
other things in the reading passage. Then make your best guess
about what might happen next.
Read this story about a surprise. As you read, think about what
might happen next. Look for clues in the story. Think about
what you already know.

A Surprise for Aunt Carmen

To make predictions, you find clues in the passage.
Then you think about what you already know
about the clues. For example, when you find out
that there is a cake with candles in this passage, you
think about what you know already about cakes
with candles. What does a cake with candles usually
mean? When or where would you usually see one?
This kind of thinking leads you to understand that
you know that a cake with candles is usually for a
birthday party.

“Quick,” Katie said. “Everybody hide. Aunt Carmen
is on the way.”
Velma and Tony ducked behind the couch. Bert
jumped behind the big chair. Marian squeezed behind
the door. Katie stood in front of the cake with candles.
“Okay, now we wait,” whispered Katie. “She should
open the door any minute.”
Think about what you read. What clues in the story can help
you make a prediction?
Clues may be in the title of a story. Reread the title. What does
the title tell you about the story? The title of this story tells you
there will be a surprise for Aunt Carmen. This clue tells you who
the story is about (Aunt Carmen). It also tells you part of what
will happen (a surprise).
Clues may also be in pictures. What clues can you get from
the picture in this story? The picture shows a girl by a cake with
candles. The word Happy is on the cake. You probably know that
a cake with candles is often a birthday cake. The word Happy is
probably followed by the word Birthday on the cake.
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You can’t make logical predictions about things for
which there are no clues. For example, you can’t
predict what kind of birthday presents Aunt
Carmen will receive. You can’t predict this because
there aren’t any clues in the passage about
presents.

Some passage clues are about events in the natural
world. For example, if you are reading about
shorebirds and learn that their habit is to migrate
to the northern hemisphere in winter, you can use
this information, along with what you know about
animals and people following their habits, to
predict that next winter, shorebirds will migrate.
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Some clues are about concrete things, such as
funny hats and masks, bats and balls, or a movie
screen. Predictions from these kinds of clues
will probably be about a party, a ball game and
watching a movie.
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If you make a prediction while you are reading a
story, you will find out whether the prediction is
accurate or not. If you make a prediction about
something that will happen beyond a passage, you
won’t necessarily know whether the prediction is
accurate or not. But the thought process involved
in making the prediction indicates a valuable
involvement with the material.

Think about more clues that might help you make a
prediction. Clues are often in the details of a story. Details in
a story often tell who, what, when, where, why or how. In this
story, think about what the characters do or say and where they
are. These details can help you make a prediction about what
will happen later in the story.
Katie tells everyone to hide. She says that Aunt Carmen is
on the way and should open the door any minute.
Ask yourself, “What do I already know about surprises?
Who is everyone waiting for? What will probably happen next?”
Clues in Story
There are people
hiding and waiting
for someone (Aunt
Carmen). There is
a cake with candles.
The word Happy is
showing on the cake.

What You Already Know
People hiding are
usually waiting to
surprise someone. A
cake with candles is
usually for a birthday.
The word happy is
often followed by the
word birthday.

Prediction
The people hiding will
surprise Aunt Carmen
with a birthday party.

If you make predictions while reading along,
your predictions may change as new information
becomes available.

Based on clues in the passage and on what you already know,
you are able to predict that the people hiding will surprise Aunt
Carmen with a birthday party.

:

Re

er

Details in nonfiction passages can also help you make
predictions. These kinds of details often tell who, what, when,
where, why or how.
emb
m

When you make a prediction, you make a good guess
about what might happen next or in the future.
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A prediction is about something that might happen
in the future. For example: What will Dan probably
do next?

Definitions: “The explicitness with which
teachers teach comprehension strategies makes
a difference in learner outcomes, especially for
low-achieving students (modeling and careful
scaffolding is key).” (Abadiano & Turner,
2003, p. 76).

A conclusion or inference, on the other hand, is
made about something that already exists but isn’t
directly stated. For example: What must Dan be
doing right now?

Abadiano, H. R., & Turner, J. (2003). The RAND report: Reading for
understanding: Toward an R&D program in reading comprehension.
New England Reading Association Journal, 39(2), 74–79.

Some clues are about abstract concepts, such as
character traits, feelings, motivations, and so on.
Sometimes clues are stated directly, and sometimes
you have to infer them, or figure them out. For
example, a story may not say that a character is
brave, but you can figure that out from what the
character does, says or thinks. You can use those
clues, along with what you already know about
bravery, to predict what the brave character will do,
say, think or feel next.
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