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To the Student
In FOCUS on Making Predictions, Book E, you will read passages and answer
questions. You will practise using the reading strategy called Making Predictions. You
will learn about the strategy on the Learn About pages. You will see a sample passage,
sample questions and sample answer choices on the Lesson Preview pages. Then you
will practise using the strategy in twenty lessons.
Each lesson has a passage and five questions. After you finish reading the passage,
answer the five questions. For the first four questions, fill in the correct answers on the
Answer Form on page 53. Or, you may fill in the correct answers directly on the page.
For the fifth question, write the answer on the lines provided on the page. Fill in the
circle on the Answer Form to show that you have completed the fifth question.
Use the Tracking Chart on page 47 to show when you have finished each lesson
and to show the number of questions that you answered correctly. After each group of
five lessons, you will complete a self-assessment to see how you are doing.
So . . . FOCUS and enjoy!

Acknowledgments
Product Development
Project Developer and Editor: Dale Lyle
Writer: Karla Beatty
Reviewer: Mary McNary

Design and Production
Project Designer: Susan Hawk
Designer and Illustrator: Pat Lucas

Originally published by

Printed in Australia
Code: CA10160
ISBN: 1 74101 961 3
0407

Republished in Australia by

P.O. Box 8580, Heatherton
Victoria 3202, Australia
Phone: (03) 8558 2444 Fax: (03) 8558 2400
Toll Free Ph: 1800 33 4603
Toll Free Fax: 1800 15 0445
Website: http://www.hbe.com.au
Email: orders@hbe.com.au
© 2006 Curriculum Associates, Inc.
© 2007 Hawker Brownlow Education

Making Predictions E CA10160

This work is copyright. Apart from any fair
dealings for the purposes of private study,
research, criticism or review or as permitted under the Copyright Act, no part may be
reproduced, transmitted, stored, communicated
or recorded by any process without written
permission. Enquiries should be made to the
publisher.

© 2007 Hawker Brownlow Education

Table of Contents
Learn About Making Predictions ............................................................... 2
Lesson Preview ......................................................................................... 4
Lesson 1

Diamonds in the Dust ...................................................... 6

Lesson 2

Tadpole to Frog................................................................ 8

Lesson 3

Counting First Prize ....................................................... 10

Lesson 4

Miranda’s Mushrooms .................................................... 12

Lesson 5

Night Animals ................................................................ 14

Lesson 6

The Light Keeper’s Box .................................................. 16

Lesson 7

Ricky and His Drumming ............................................... 18

Lesson 8

The Rainbow Man Responds .......................................... 20

Lesson 9

Tale of the Rainbow Snake.............................................. 22

Lesson 10

Animals of the Arctic ...................................................... 24

Lesson 11

Star on Ice ...................................................................... 26

Lesson 12

Uncle Jim’s Llama .......................................................... 28

Lesson 13

Up on the Rooftop ......................................................... 30

Lesson 14

Racing Cars .................................................................... 32

Lesson 15

Animal Defences ............................................................. 34

Lesson 16

Travel by the Season ....................................................... 36

Lesson 17

Three Rules for Safety..................................................... 38

Lesson 18

In a Bookshop ................................................................ 40

Lesson 19

The Guitar Teacher ......................................................... 42

Lesson 20

The History of the Horse ............................................... 44

Tracking Chart ....................................................................................... 47
Self-Assessment 1, Lessons 1–5 ................................................................ 48
Self-Assessment 2, Lessons 6–10 .............................................................. 49
Self-Assessment 3, Lessons 11–15 ............................................................ 50
Self-Assessment 4, Lessons 16–20 ............................................................ 51
Self-Assessment 5, Lessons 1–20 .............................................................. 52
Answer Form

....................................................................................... 53

© 2007 Hawker Brownlow Education

1

Making Predictions E CA10160

Learn About
Making Predictions

When you make a prediction, you make a good guess about what might happen
next or in the future.
To make a prediction, think about clues in the reading passage. Also think about
what you already know about the clues and about other things in the passage. Then
make your best guess about what might happen next.
Read this story about Marty. As you read, think about what might happen next.
Look for clues in the story. Also, think about what you already know.

How Much Does It Weigh?
“How much does it weigh?” Marty loves to weigh
things. Ever since his dad gave him a balance scale as a
birthday present, Marty has been weighing anything
that will fit on his scale. He places the object to be
weighed on one plate of the scale. On the other plate
of the scale, he places small metal weights. He places
them one by one until the scale balances exactly in the
middle. Then Marty adds up the figures on the weights
to work out the weight of the object.
Marty’s friend Rob has a new book about astronomy.
This afternoon, Rob will bring his book to Marty’s
house. Marty is looking forward to Rob’s visit.

Think about what you read. What clues in the story can help you make a prediction?
Clues may be in the title of a story. Re-read the title of this story. What does it tell
you? It tells you that something will probably be weighed in the story.
Clues may also be in pictures. What clues can you get from the picture in this story?
The picture shows Marty using a balance scale. Marty is about to weigh something.
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Think about more clues that might help you make a prediction. Clues are often in
the details of a story. Details in a story often tell who, what, when, where, why or
how. In this story, think about the details about Marty and Rob. These details can
help you make a prediction about what will happen next in the story.
The story tells you that Marty loves to weigh things and will weigh anything that
will fit on his scale. Think about what you already know. You probably know that
people will find ways to do what they love to do.
Rob is bringing an astronomy book to Marty’s house. You probably already know
that a book will probably fit on a scale.
Think about the clues in the story and what you already know. Predict what will
happen next in the story.
Clues In Story
Marty loves to
weigh things and
will weigh anything
that will fit on his
scale.
Rob is bringing a
book to Marty’s
house.

What You
Already Know
People will find
ways to do what
they love to do.

Prediction
Marty will
probably weigh
Rob’s book on his
scale.

A book will
probably fit on a
scale.

Based on clues in the story and what you already know, you were able to predict
that Marty will probably weigh Rob’s book on his scale.
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Details in nonfiction passages can also help you make predictions. These kinds of
details often tell who, what, when, where, why or how.

When you make a prediction, you make a good guess
about what might happen next or in the future.
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Preview

Read this story about two cousins.
As you read, think about what might
happen next. Look for clues in the
story. Also, think about what you
already know.

Mary and her cousin James were walking to Fisherman’s Pier. They knew
that they just had to follow one road, but the pier was a long way away. The
two had started out early that day.
“I’m getting tired, Mary,” said James as they walked along. “Are we
almost there?”
“We’re only about halfway, I think,” answered Mary. “Let’s sit on this
bench and rest.”
Mary and James had not been sitting long when a bus rolled to a stop in
front of them. Mary studied the bus. Then she said excitedly, “Hey, the sign
on that bus says “Fisherman’s Pier”. Quick, let’s go!” James jumped up and
followed his cousin.

1. What will Mary and James do when
the bus stops?

2. Which of these clues helped you make
this prediction?

 Mary and James will run into a
bookshop.
 Mary and James will get on the bus.
 Mary and James will try to walk faster
than the bus.
 Mary and James will ask the driver for
directions to Fisherman’s Pier.
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 Mary and James were tired of walking
and the bus was going to Fisherman’s
Pier, which is where they were going.
 Mary studied the bus.
 Mary and James were angry at each
other.
 Mary and James were lost.
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Look at the answer choices for each question.
Read why each answer choice is correct or not
correct.

1. What will Mary and James do when
the bus stops?

2. Which of these clues helped you make
this prediction?

● Mary and James were tired of walking

 Mary and James will run into a
bookshop.

and the bus was going to Fisherman’s
Pier, which is where they were going.

This answer is not correct because
the story does not say anything
about a bookshop.

This answer is correct because Mary
and James were tired of walking, so
they would probably want to take the
bus to Fisherman’s Pier, which is where
they were going anyway.

● Mary and James will get on the bus.
This answer is correct because the
bus was going to the same place they
were going and they were getting
tired of walking.

 Mary studied the bus.
This answer is not correct because
Mary’s studying the bus didn’t indicate
that she and James would get on the
bus.

 Mary and James will try to walk faster
than the bus.
This answer is not correct because it
is not likely that the two could walk
faster than the bus could move.

 Mary and James were angry at each
other.
This answer is not correct because
although the two were tired, the story
doesn’t say that they were angry at
each other.

 Mary and James will ask the driver for
directions to Fisherman’s Pier.
This answer is not correct because
Mary and James already knew that
they just had to follow one road, so
they would probably not get lost and
would not need to ask for directions.
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 Mary and James were lost.
This answer is not correct because
Mary and James knew that they just
had to follow one road and the story
doesn’t say anything about their
getting lost.
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